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Minutes of the 
Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting

PUBLIC SESSION 

February 9, 2016 at 10:00 AM
 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Commission Members Present
	Beth Steele
	Chairman 

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Jack Berberian 
	Commissioner 

	Stephanie Liguori  
	Commissioner 


Others Present
DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber, Director of Racing John Hensley, HRI Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, HRI General Manager Jim Boese, HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, DSBF Executive Administrator Judy Davis-Wilson, DSOA Executive Director Sal DiMario and DSOA member Andrew Markano.

DHRC staff members: Dan Kazmaier
Minutes: Donna Krol    
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:07 A.M.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Chairman Steele to approve the January 12, 2016 public minutes as submitted. Motion was carried by Commissioner Jack Berberian, seconded by Commissioner Staats.  Motion passed with unanimous voice vote.
OLD Business:

No old business

Delaware Harness Racing Commission – Public Session

February 9, 2016
New Business:  
· Proposed Rule Change: presented by Sal DiMario:

DHRC current Rule:  6.2.2.1.10 Delaware Owned or Bred Preferred.

Proposed change to:  Delaware Owned, or Bred or Trained Preferred.

Sal DiMario stated this was discussed at the DSOA Board Meeting in December 2015.  There are approximately 35 horsemen that feel they are not getting raced and are sitting on the sidelines while they watch other horses race.  If the rule is changed, which allows for this condition for races, then more money for DE owned, as well as DE trained will stay in Delaware. (reference letter from Sal DiMario).   Mr. DiMario stated that he would like to see this change used as an option if and when it is necessary.
Speakers:

John Hensley - Dover Downs is against this proposal and will not use it as a race condition if passed.  Mr. Hensley feels this will drive out of state horses from racing.  Imposing more restrictions is not the way to promote racing.  This will effectively shave off 20% of quality horses and races.  At the beginning of the meet 800 horses applied and had to be processed.  680 were DE owned/trained and 120 were out of state.  If this rule change is forced, Dover Downs will forgo the review process of applications.
Andrew Markano - MD & PA already do this, if DE does not, where does that leave the DE horsemen?  This is a problem that is becoming political. 
Mr. Davis read the limited conditions under which PA does utilize this preference in some cases.
 Judy Davis-Wilson – The term “Delaware Trainer” needs to be clearly defined.  We currently have Trainers that live in Delaware, but train in MD. Dan Kazmaier added that it is difficult to police where and by whom horses are being trained.
Commissioner Berberian suggested that the definition of Delaware Trained be worked out.  An enforcement policy needs to be written and a review of compiled data needs to be completed.  Commissioner Berberian is not comfortable putting something in place that can have far reaching effects.  Andrew Kerber agreed, this needs to go to the April Rules Committee Meeting for review and further, in-depth discussion.  

Action Item: Mark Davis will gather information needed from Sal DiMario and the tracks for April Rules Meeting.
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Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian: 

· Executive Director: Activity Summary Report

Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report’s provided to the Commission.  Report covers the time period of January 1st through January 31st, 2016.     

      
Racing statistics:  

Total # of Live Racing Days = 20

Total # Live Races = 300


Average # races per day = 15
  Total # of Starters = 2,395

       
Delaware Owned/Trained purse retention:  Average = 84.55% 
                  *Delaware Owned now includes horses that are full/partially owned or trained by Delaware residents.

                License statistics:

              
Total # licenses issued = 154
              
Total Monthly = $12,008.00 /YTD Total = $12,008.00.  

                (Total Monthly figures include Licenses, Fingerprints, Appeals and Fines).
 Personnel:



State of Delaware remains under the modified hiring freeze.

                State of Delaware is under a moratorium for all nonessential, out of state travel. 



Cross training of personnel continues

                OMB will review all requests for new hires (merit, temporary, casual-seasonal and contractual) 

  Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:

  Dover Downs Racing Sunday through Thursday started 1-3-16

  Rules Meeting 1-5-16

  Commission Meeting 112-16

  DSOA Banquet 1-15-16 
        Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge:

Total # of Rulings: 13

Total fine amount: $ 2,100.00

Post-Race Positive Test: None   


Qualifier Positive Test: None  


Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test:  None  

        Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:
        Reported by: Mark Davis 


Total # Human Drug Tests = 22

Positive result: Two, Robert Barmer Jr.- Groom, Justin King – Owner    

Total # Breathalyzer tests = 1022, average 51/day, Positive result – None   

Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 38 no violations/seizures
Delaware Harness Racing Commission – Public Session

February 9, 2016

· Executive Director: Activity Summary Report - continued

        Racing Official Report - Veterinarian: 

Reported by: Mark Davis    


Total # of starters = 2395

Post- Race Testing: 


211 Blood samples were collected.


180 urine samples (31 incomplete) were collected

Catch Rate = 85.3%

No accidents/deaths occurred. 

0 A-Fib, 3 Breakdown, 46 sick
Public Comment: 

Sal DiMario requested that an investigation in to the incident of the horse racing that was not Delaware eligible be performed and that the results of that investigation be made public to the Horsemen.  

Close of Public meeting:

With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele made a motion to adjourn the public session.  Commission will enter in to executive session and will not return to public session.  Motion was carried, seconded and passed with unanimous voice vote.                 

Meeting was adjourned at 10.45 a.m.    
Next Rules Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 1, 2016 at 10:00 AM 
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 10, 2016 at 10:00 AM 
Next DSBF Board Meeting is scheduled for March 30, 2016 at 1:00AM  


