ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WILDLIFE & FRESHWATER FISH MINUTES

TUESDAY, February 23, 2016
Richardson & Robbins Building Auditorium
89 Kings Highway, Dover, Delaware

Phone 302-739-9912, FAX 302-739-6157
ADVISORY COUNCIL           


DIVISION OF FISH & WILDLIFE

PUBLIC
1.  Edward A. Montague, Chair 


1. Director David E. Saveikis 

37 Visitors
2.  Garrett Grier, Jr., Vice Chair 


2. Joe Rogerson
3.  Raymond F. Burris 



3. Capt. Nick Couch
4.  Neal Dukes 
  



4. Sgt. Gavin Davis
5.  Robert C. Nichols (Absent)


5. Craig Rhoads
6.  Craig A. Karsnitz 



6. Karen Bennett
7.  Joe C. Johnson 



7. Hope Shoemaker-Benjamin
8.  Steven M. Kendus 



8. Candace Dunning
9. Dale R. Scuse 




9. Lynn Pusey






10. Karen Kennedy
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Montague at 7:30 PM.

Agenda Item 1.  Approval of Minutes (Chairman).


A motion was made, seconded and voted unanimously to approve the January 26, 2016 meeting minutes as written.

Agenda Item 2.  Sea Duck Harvest Reductions (Joe Rogerson).

Joe Rogerson, wildlife program manager, announced that Rob Hossler, wildlife section administrator, is attending the Atlantic Flyway Council meetings in Virginia Beach and could not attend tonight’s meeting.

Mr. Rogerson provided upcoming significant changes to the sea duck season for Delaware hunters as required by the Atlantic Flyway Council.  Sea ducks to include scoters, eiders and long-tailed ducks are commonly found in the coastal waters and bays of Delaware primarily during the fall and winter, providing hunting opportunities.  For decades, states within the Atlantic Flyway have held a special 107 day season for sea ducks with a separate sea duck bag limit within a designated special sea duck area.  Delaware’s special sea duck area begins at and extends beyond 800 yards from shore between Port Mahon/Elbow Cross Navigation Light and the Delaware-Maryland line.  Over the past 10 to 15 years, waterfowl biologists in the Atlantic Flyway and around North America have become concerned about the status and harvest pressure on sea ducks.  Sea ducks have a low productive rate, smaller clutch sizes, mature sexually at a later age and have populations that are more difficult to monitor compared to other waterfowl species.  These factors, combined with technological advances for hunting sea ducks, caused biologists within the Flyway to begin examining sea duck harvest sustainability.  In 2015, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) completed a preliminary analysis for scoters, eiders and long-tailed ducks, and the results suggested that the Atlantic Flyway is exceeding the allowable harvest for all sea duck species.  As a result, the Atlantic Flyway, including Delaware, must begin implementing changes to reduce sea duck harvest by 25 percent beginning with the 2016/2017 season.  The total daily limit of sea ducks in the special sea duck area is being reduced from seven to five and bag limits of scoters, eiders and long-tailed ducks are being reduced to no more than four of any kind.  In addition, the hunting season for sea ducks within the special sea duck area is being reduced from 107 days to 60 days.  All of these changes are predicted to meet the goal of reducing the overall harvest by 25%.  

Mr. Rogerson provided his contact information for anyone that had questions.

Agenda Item 3.  Base Migratory Bird Seasons (Joe Rogerson).


Mr. Rogerson provided the 2016/2017 proposed migratory game bird seasons for Delaware.  Mr. Rogerson stated that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has changed when they set their framework for setting the waterfowl seasons.  In the past, the Division would propose the seasons to the Advisory Council in January, review them in February and then have an Advisory Council meeting in August to formally recommend the seasons, which were then submitted to the USFWS for approval.  Starting this year, the USFWS now establishes season frameworks in December for the following year’s hunting season dates.  The Division will continue to propose seasons to the Advisory Council in January and, after discussion, these seasons will be reviewed and a formal recommendation made by Council in February.  There will no longer be a need to have a Council meeting in August to finalize recommended seasons.  Mr. Rogerson also reported that the waterfowl season dates will be listed in the Division’s Hunting and Trapping Guide and there will no longer be a need for a separate Migratory Game Bird Season Summary sheet.
The following proposed season dates will be voted on by the Council at their March meeting (yellow highlighted sections indicated substantial changes from the 2015/2016 season dates/bag limits):
2016 – 2017 Proposed Migratory Game Bird Seasons for Delaware 
Dove
Sept. 1 – Oct. 1 (31 days)
½ hour before sunrise to sunset
Oct. 19 – Oct. 22 (4 days)
½ hour before sunrise to sunset
Nov. 21 – Jan. 14 (55 days)
½ hour before sunrise to sunset

Limit 15
Resident Canada Geese
Sept. 1 – Sept. 24 

½ hour before sunrise to sunset 
* No liberal hunting options
Limit: 15

Early Teal
Sept. 9 – Sept. 27
Hours: Teal season will be open all day (1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset) in limited geographic areas. These areas are coastal areas from south of the C&D Canal to Lewes east of Routes 13, 113/113A & 1.
Limit: 6

Ducks 






Oct. 28 – Nov. 8 (10 days)




Nov. 21 – Dec. 3 (12 days)




Dec. 16 – Jan. 28 (38 days)



Daily limit of 6 ducks (except mergansers and coots); may include 1 black duck; 4 mallards including no more than 2 hen mallards; 2 pintail; 2 canvasback; 3 wood ducks; 2 red heads; 2 scaup; 1 mottled duck; 1 fulvous whistling tree duck; 4 scoters, 4 eiders and 4 long-tailed ducks. The possession limit is 3 times the daily bag limit. 

Youth Hunt 

Oct. 22 and Feb. 4
Bag may include ducks, mergansers, coots, moorhens, Canada geese, snow geese and brant. Standard limits apply.
Canada Geese (Migratory)





Nov. 21 –Dec. 3 (12 days)
Dec. 16 – Jan. 28 (38 days)




Limit: 2
Snow Goose
Oct. 1 – Jan. 28 and Feb. 4    
Limit: 25
Jan. 30. – April 7; except Feb 4th (Conservation Order)
NO LIMIT
Bombay Hook - No dates given yet 
Brant   
Note:  This season and bag limit might change pending analysis of the mid-winter survey data, which is              currently being reviewed.
Dec. 21 – Jan. 2 (11 days)

Jan. 7 – Jan 28    (19 days) 

Limit: 2

Coots & Mergansers Same season dates as ducks
Rail-King, Clapper  
Sept.1 – Nov. 9    Limit: 10 
Sora, Virginia 
              Sept.1 – Nov. 9    Limit: 25
Gallinules, Moorhens 
Sept.1 – Nov. 9    Limit: 15

Woodcock 
Nov. 21 – Dec. 3 (13 days)
Dec. 14 – Jan. 14 (32 days) 

Limit: 3
Snipe
Sept. 20 – Dec. 3 (75 days)
Dec. 14 – Jan. 14 (32 days)

Limit: 8
Sea Ducks
Nov. 21 – Jan. 28 (60 days)
Note: This is a shorter season and reduced bag limit due to the Atlantic Flyway exceeding the allowable harvest of sea duck.   
Limit: 5 (No more than 4 scoters, 4 eiders, 4 long-tailed ducks).
Within the designated Special Sea Duck Zone (not less than 800 yards seaward of Delaware Bay shore between Port Mahon/Elbow Cross Navigation Light and the Atlantic Ocean at the Delaware-Maryland line).

A handout on the base migratory game bird seasons was provided to the Council members and the audience.  

George Williams, a member of the audience, expressed concern over the management of sea ducks and brant.  

A member of the audience inquired about the hunting of tundra swans in Delaware and if it would be possible for Delaware to receive permits to do so.  Mr. Rogerson was unsure of the process but would obtain that information and have it as an agenda item at the March Advisory Council meeting.  

Agenda Item 4.  Public Request for Council Support (Council).


Councilman Karsnitz expressed concern about a motion and action made at the Council end of the January meeting because it was not listed as part of the meeting agenda and therefore did not provide advanced public notice.  The motion was on legalization of Sunday hunting for deer with the Division’s input, expanded pistol calibers for deer, allowing straight-walled pistol rifle calibers for deer and the carrying of a concealed weapon while hunting.   After some discussion, Councilman Karsnitz made a motion to rescind last month’s motion.  The motion was seconded, with the Council voting 4 yes, 3 no, 0 abstain.  


The Council then discussed the following as part of their agenda:

a. Sunday Hunting for Deer

Comments generated from 12 audience members ranged from support of the motion to opposition.  Chairman Montague thanked everyone for their comments.
After discussion, Councilman Kendus made a motion to support legalization of Sunday hunting for deer on private property and the ability for the Division to set Sunday deer hunting regulations for public property.  The motion was seconded with the Council voting 5 yes, 2 no, 0 abstain.
b. Pistol Calibers
After discussion, Councilman Kendus made a motion to support H.B. #23 which is to clean up acceptable handgun calibers for deer hunting.  The motion was seconded and passed by unanimous vote.
c. Straight-walled Rifle Pistol Cartridges
After discussion, Councilman Kendus made a motion to support the use of straight-walled rifle pistol caliber cartridges that would be acceptable to the Division during the handgun deer season.  The motion was seconded with the Council voting 4 yes, 2 no, 1 abstain.     

d. Carrying a Concealed Weapon While Hunting

After discussion, Councilman Kendus made a motion to support legalization of carrying a concealed weapon while hunting if you are legally permitted to do so by a federal or state permit.  The motion was seconded, with the Council voting 5 yes, 1 no, 1 abstain.
Agenda Item 5.  Director Update (David E. Saveikis).


Director Saveikis reported that the license fee/conservation access pass package approved by the Council in January is currently under legal review and is also being reviewed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  This review is to assure that the language is correct and in particularly that it allows us to use the conservation access pass revenues to match federal Pitman Robertson (PR) funds.  
Director Saveikis announced that this year’s annual waterfowl and trout stamp judging contest will be held on Thursday, April 14 at 9:00 am in the Dover Library.  Director Saveikis requested that a Council member serve on the judging panel.  Councilman Karsnitz stated that he would be willing to be a judge, but would have to check his schedule and report back to the Division.  

Director Saveikis provided Council members with the 2015 winter issue of the Outdoor Delaware magazine, which included an article written by Craig Rhoads on habitat management in our wildlife areas.  The issue also included the Secretary’s Frontline article on our Delaware Bayshore Initiative and an expanded Bayshore narrative by Karen Bennett, as well as regular Econote series articles on wildlife areas featuring Cedar Swamp Wildlife Area by Eric Ludwig, Fishing by John Clark and Hunting by Bill Jones.

Chairman Montague recognized a member of the audience, Garrett Arai, who was a former Councilman for about ten years and thanked him for attending.

AGENDA FOR THE 3/29/2016 ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
1. Approval of Minutes (Chairman).
2. Migratory Game Bird Seasons Review and Approval (Rob Hossler).

3. Meeting Schedule – Months and Time (Rob Hossler).

4. Tundra Swan Hunting (Rob Hossler).
5. Quail Season Extension (Rob Hossler).

6. Proposed Conservation Access Pass – Alternative Approach (David E. Saveikis).

7. Director Update (David E. Saveikis).
There being no further business, a motion carried and approved and the meeting adjourned at 9:23 PM.

Sincerely,
[image: image1.png]



Karen Kennedy

Recording Secretary
