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Meeting minutes of the Planning Subcommittee Meeting Held -February 25, 2016
The Delaware Nutrient Management Commission 

In attendance:


Commission Members Present: Dave Baker, Kenny Blessing, Bud O’Neil(Appointed for quorum)
Ex-officios Present:  Chris Brosch
Commission Members Absent: Laura Hill, Jim Elliott, Ken Horeis, Richard Sterling
Others Present: Lauren Torres, Ben Coverdale, Bob Coleman, Mindy Burd, Sydney Riggi, Emily Seldomridge
This meeting was properly notified and posted as required by law. 
Call to Order/Welcome:
Chairman Baker called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., and welcomed everyone in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:

No prior minutes to approve.

Discussion and Action Items:

Governor Appointed Positions
· The Commission in recent years has had difficulty filling open seats, because of very specific qualifications. This Committee would like to ease those requirements
· Presently, the act does not limit the number of terms that Commissioners may serve.  The Commission would benefit from input by turnover of Ag sector members

· In the current law, it states 7 full time farmers are needed to be on the commission, but we have no definition of a full time farmer
· Chris stated that if the commissioners are not serving as farmers that they at least meet the qualifications of the nutrient management plan by the number of animal units or the amount of acres taken care of
· If we have a qualifier that is involved for five years with their industry, it doesn’t necessarily mean they are full time farmer
· It was recommended that we take out the “full time” description  and seven farms or make the verbiage state “7 active participants in the Delaware farming industry” which would consist of all the industries
· Ken stated that the person has to be defined how they sit at the table in their industry. There has to be representation from each industry and be active in that industry to be able to sit on the commission
· We have to really figure out what is the definition of a full time farmer is and if they are just working in one industry

· Jennifer recommended that we state that they have to be required to hold a nutrient management plan in a certain industry

· From the regulatory side, we have to find out the owner and find out who is managing that land and make sure they are compliant

· Everyone agreed that they would like to take out “full time” farmer and replace it with they are required to be certified in any of the four programs

· They would have to be an active participant of the agricultural industry
· We could specify that we wanted people from each county

· They would have to have a consultant’s license and operate more than ten acres is how Chris said we could define “full time” farmer.  They would have to have qualifications from either list A or list B

· This way it gives us flexibility and give us more ease at changing things in the statue

· It is worth us not having public members on the commission that are not related to farming

· Hopefully we will not be challenged with the terminology we use in the statue modification

· Secretary Kee would be the one to make the call on making the changes to the statue
· Jennifer Singh explained what needs to be done to get this into legislation, it has to pass the house regulatory committee, then goes to the house floor, there is a public hearing and then it will go in front of the Senate Committee
Center for Inland Bays- Emily Seldomridge
· Emily went over the goals to clean up the bays
· Emily stated that there is 329 square miles of total watersheds
· It was noted that they are seeing a lack of phosphorus
Next Meeting: There was not discussion on another meeting. 
Adjournment:
Chairman Baker adjourned the meeting at 11:57 am. 
Approved,

D. Baker, Chairman
Delaware Nutrient Management Commission
mab
Delaware Nutrient Management
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