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Meeting minutes of the Technology  Subcommittee Meeting Held -February 25, 2016
The Delaware Nutrient Management Commission 

In attendance:


Commission Members Present: Dave Baker, Kenny Blessing, Bud O’Neil, Laura Hill, Jessica Inhof, Bill Vanderwende

Ex-officios Present:  Chris Brosch
Commission Members Absent: Laura Hill, Jim Elliott, Ken Horeis, Richard Sterling
Others Present: Lauren Torres, Ben Coverdale, Bob Coleman, Mindy Burd, Victor Clark, Ray Ellis, Emily Seldomridge, Wayne Hudson 
This meeting was properly notified and posted as required by law. 
Call to Order/Welcome:
Chairman Baker called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., and welcomed everyone in attendance.
Approval of Minutes:

No prior minutes to approve.

Discussion and Action Items:

Soil Test P data collection effort; action requested
· We have discussed the P data collection to the commission during the February Commission meeting
· Chris presented a survey with the P data collected from consultants
· Chris asked the committee to look over the survey and the letter that will go out to farmers asking for this information
· There was feedback solicited by the consultants before he wrote the letter emphasizing how we would protect their information
· Every consultant that was invited to the meeting and showed up which represents roughly 95% of the planned acres in the community
· Chris wants the growers to know that there are only four categories, geographically aggregating the categories with everyone in the 11 geographic districts and that the information will be protected from the  Freedom Of Information Act(FOIA) requests
· From a growers stand point, Laura Hill stated that the “labels” of the categories may confuse the environmental community if they don’t understand the optimum of Phosphorus in soils for crop need.

· Chris says he doesn’t want growers to be concerned on how the data is going to be represented.  When data is handed out, they might put their own names to the categories
· It was decided to have no labels, and to have categories listed with FIVs
· The states and labs all employ various types of soil testing and they do not all have equivalent FIV

· The letter that Chris drafted to send out to the farmers was gone over by the committee and they said it looked good, they just hope that the farmers read the letter

· Dave Baker motioned to approve the soil P data collection and Jessica Inhof second the motion

· This will be introduced to the full Commission 

Manure relocation cost share; action requested
· Regional data prices were given to the sub-committee members
· We have run out of relocation money but hope to get through the end of the physical year by using funds from reimbursement from integrators- not all the integrators are paying this
· We are asking to adjust the rate for manure relocation
· The diesel prices have gone down 55%
· We are now paying $0.15 per ton/mile cap now and change it to $0.12 per ton/mile Chris said if nothing else, change the maximum rate of $18 per ton/mile that is the max now and drop it down to $15 per ton cap  and come back to discuss the per ton/mile rate
· Ray Ellis spoke about how he sees the relocation around here in Delaware and out of state.  He said that 50% would be way to much of a cut but he said that 25% should be okay
· Chris said he can change it and then bring it to the commission in April because waiting for the commission to vote would too late 
· Dave Baker motioned to bring this up to the commission in April and Bill Vanderwende second the motion
· The consensus of six commission members was agreeable with this change
· This will take effect on March 1, 2016
New cost share opportunities

· Chris would like to help cost share and relocation to help go to the farms that don’t have equipment to do it with
· Chris asked Ben a proposal together for the farmers to think about
· There are different options that he researched and the research that he did is attached to these minutes
· We would not be providing the equipment to the farmers for these scenarios
· The main questions are is it feasible, is it economically achievable and will it benefit the agricultural people
· Chris asked the committee if they liked this idea and asked for some input
· Chris mentioned that we could do it as a pilot with an expiration date to test it out
· Ken Blessing says the concept does have its merit if the source had funding and gave some additional advice/comments
· Chris had originally heard of this from Andrew Cleaver, however, his proposal was not commission worthy
· Chris stated that the state owns a spreader that was purchased that hasn’t been used in several years
· Dave Baker stated that this should be discussed next year to see if there is a need for it
· A proposal was given to the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Model for the freezers that will hold the dead birds and be taken out with a bio-secure vehicle that will take the material offsite for  recycling into commodities  and the nutrient and phosphorus is removed from the system
· Chris would like to have some of the relocation money to help cost share the movement of the dead carcasses that have entered the waste stream
· The farmer currently pays a collection fee and the render pays for the material
· This program would be paying for mortality movement
· This does not include the cost of the freezers
· It was stated that the calls need to be made to the integrators to inform them of the amount of money that has been spent on relocation and tell them they need to be in compliance
· Ken Blessing stated this really addresses environmental concerns and that more information should be gathered and brought back to the entire commission
· Chris would like to have more emphasis put on the calling of the integrators by getting the committee to motion for him to do this and bring it to compliance
· Dave Baker motioned and Laura Hill second to contact Ed Kee and tighten measures on integrators to get in compliance
· It was stated that Greener Solutions should come back and speak before the entire commission
· It was suggested that the numbers be run before making the calls, but something needs to be done in the next couple of weeks
Lawn Fertilizer legislation

· Center for the Inland Bays is generating support for a legislation/regulation on lawn fertilizer
· 16.2% of the whole land area is turf or lawn

· We are trying to manage the Landscape business to follow the law/regulations

· There is a lot of developing going around and we need to make sure that if there is more than 10 acres, that they have a nutrient management plan

· They would need to have 2 people hired to implement this program 

· The code of the nutrient management law would have to be adjusted for this fiscal note

· Bud and Emily are going to work together and put some numbers on the nitrogen and phosphorus for this

· The Chesapeake Bay would be giving us a free credit for having no P on lawns/turf

· Without a law or regulation to back this up will cause us to lose that credit

· The challenge is going to be getting the urban developments on board and having them have a nutrient management plan

· There are over 643 developments with over 10 acres of land that do not have nutrient management plans

· The question is if the Home Owners’ Association is responsible or is it the homeowner

· We have to make sure we reference between the agriculture and the nonagricultural wording when incorporating in legislation/regulation

· The major players of the industry need to be involved

Next Meeting: There was not discussion on another meeting. 
Adjournment:
Chairman Baker adjourned the meeting at 4:00pm
Approved,

D. Baker, Chairman
Delaware Nutrient Management Commission
mab
Delaware Nutrient Management
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