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MEETING MINUTES / 15 MARCH 2016
ATTENDANCE: 

Present: Sarg, Farley, Armbruster, Carroll, Lardizzone, McMullen, Newman, Showell, Seppala, Smith, and Weir.     78.5%
Absences: Corsa (Medical), Hampton (Family), and Newstadt  
Guests: Vivian Starnes (DAVA), Liz Byers (Operation Stand Down), Al Tillman, Dave Strawbridge (DTCC)  
CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS:
Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance.
Mentioned that Commissioner Corsa is performing medical rehabilitation at the DVH.

MEETING MINUTES: 

A motion for approval was made. Commissioner Lardizzone mentioned that Commissioner Newstadt’s absence should not be unexcused. As a result, Director Kirby will not categorized future absences because Commissioners do not consistently inform him when they will be absent. So there is no way for him to determine “excused” or “unexcused” absences. The minutes were approved. 
ADMINISTRATIVE REMARKS:
Wilmington VAMC- Jim Coty, Public Affairs Officer:
Forwarded News Release concerning National Call Center (refer to handout).
The VA Town Hall is scheduled for 24 March/11:30 at Levy Court. 
The Vietnam 50th Anniversary Commemoration is scheduled for 29 March.

(Showell) Any news on the OEF/OIF event?

The VA is awaiting information on this event and it will involve a Blue Rock’s game.
(Armbruster) Can you expand on the Veterans Advisory Council?

- They are active with the Wilmington VAMC, trying to improve the veteran experience, also looking to expand in South Jersey.

(Carroll) How large is the projected parking lot?

- Three stories, 250 slots, with a 2017 construction start date.

(Sarg) How is MyVA going with contracting providers? 

- Bebee medical is on board and others will be vetted.

If veterans cannot be seen within 30 days, they are referred to Health Net, then they are appointed to an approved civilian provider, but the system stills needs to be worked.

Delaware Veterans Home (DVH) – Bill Peterson, Director: 
Currently 135 residents, accepted 5, and 100 on the waiting list.
Operations are suffering due to budget limitations. 
Struggling to fill nursing positions, due to limited pay, an issue for nursing throughout the state.
Upcoming quarterly meeting with the Wilmington VAMC is 20 April / 0900.

Will speak with Secretary Bullock regarding the addition of a dental suite.
- Need a central location within the home, possibly the administrative areas

- May use sliding fee schedule for patients

(Sarg) May be difficult to adapt area to dental specs (i.e. water lines, suction, etc.).

(Finan) Have you spoken to the mobile van personnel?

- Were unsuccessful and plus more geriatric care is needed than they handle.

(Carroll) Any word on the DVH land acquisition?
- It’s at Secretary Bullock’s level and nothing has been heard

- May seek Friends of the DVH to finance the appraisal

Home of the Brave, Director Jessica Finan: 

14 males, 1 bed open and 3 females (no children) with 5 beds open 

- Four males were transitioned to permanent housing

Fire marshal approved major concern (sprinkler system / pump house), now awaiting planning and zoning (county) for the permit.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Liz Byers-Jiron, Operation Stand Down
New Stand Down flyers are available.

Working on a MOA with the VA to transport veterans and advertise.

Delaware Dental Society, Give a Vet a Smile Program, volunteer dentists are assisting veterans with dental care.

- Still seeking dental supplies to help the volunteers

David Strawbridge, Delaware Technical and Community College 

Introduced self to commission, offered tours of campuses to those interested.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Bear Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Commissioner Armbruster:

Expansion planning is being worked.
Hired Seasonal position, awaiting Mechanic hiring.

Millsboro Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Commissioner Corsa: 

Expansion planning is being worked. 
Health and Human Services, Commissioner Corsa:

Not present.
Legislative Affairs, Commissioner McMullen

Testified on submissions. 
Thanked commission for HB 224 assistance.

(Sarg) Spoke on difficulties of HB 224

(Sarg) Presented the following to legislation: tax exemption language and increasing DVH nurse’s salaries. 

Commemorative Affairs, Commissioner Showell

Chair of Honor Event:

- 19 Mar / 1400 Kent County Memorial Park

Memorial Day Events:

- 28 May / 1030 Bear Cemetery

- 30 May / 1030 Bridge   
- 30 May / 1400: The Delaware National Guard will hold a Building Dedication Ceremony of the National Guard/Reserve Center, New Castle, in memory of Major Joseph R. "Beau" Biden III.
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS:
Commissioner McMullen (AFSA)  
Ruck March at Dover AFB, 27 February, supported the Korean War Association.

Division Conference scheduled for 11 – 14 April in Atlantic City, NJ.

Organization is testifying in front of Congress on 17 March.
Commissioner Armbruster (AL)

High School Oratorical Program was 28 February at the Wilmington VAMC, won by Liam O’Conner, Caesar Rodney High School, will move on to compete in Indianapolis.

National Commander, Dale Barnett, visited during the Departmental Banquet.

Boys State Program, for each county, is stating up and allows participants to learn about state government.

Upcoming Golf Tournament (see flyer) will support The Home of the Brave.

Commissioner Weir (AMVETS)

Nothing to report.

Commissioner Smith (DELVETS)
Plans on supporting the Medal of Honor Upgrade Ceremony, in Wilmington, on 25 March.
Commissioner Lardizzone (DAV) 

Attended District 4 meeting in New Jersey.

DAV is sponsoring a night with the Blue Rocks (see flyer).

Food Truck Competition, Harvest Ridge, is 16 April.

Commissioner Newstadt (JWV) 
Not present.
Commissioner Farley (MCL) 
Mid-East Convention is in May.
In 2015, of 277 homeless veterans, 235 were housed. 
Chairman Sarg (MOAA)

Nationally the Spouses’ Auxiliary replaced the Wives’ Auxiliary.

Organization is reviewing defense budget proposals, working to increase Survivor Benefit Program amounts, and supports military pay increases.

Commissioner Carroll (MOPH) 
During the Departmental Executive Committee meeting the Region 1 Commander spoke.

Departmental Convention is 11 June at Dover Downs.
Regarding the Watch Maker’s Program, was curious if they accept used watches.   
Commissioner Seppala (MOWW) 
Chapter meeting for 12 April will feature Dave Strawbridge.
Military Heritage Day, Fort Dupont, 24 September.

Member of Delaware Military Heritage and Education Board. 

Commissioner Newman (VFW)

Medal of Honor Ceremony, Post 3792, 25 March.
Stoney Institute speaker will discuss PTSD, Post 3238, on 30 March.

District 4’s election of officers, 1 April. 
Commissioner Corsa (VVA)

Not present. 
Commissioner Showell (At Large)

National Guard Association of Delaware Golf Tournament, 11 April. 
Armed Forces Readiness Center will be renamed Beau Biden Center around 30 May.

Military Ball, Dover Downs, 23 April.

Commissioner Hampton (At Large)

Not present. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS:

DVTF: 12 requests, 12 granted (100%), $12525.31 awarded and $41,398.99 balance.

Easter Seal’s Volleyball (see flyer). 

Medal of Honor Upgrade Ceremony (see flyer).

Veteran Home Alterations, due to disability, (see handout).

Service Organizations should donate to Freedom 5K event, supporting DVTF. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

POW/MIA Chair of Honor at DCVA (OPEN)

The chair is being refurbished by the Department of Corrections with a projected dedication date of  Friday, 
29 April.

Public University “Course Scheduling Preference” (CLOSED)
Meeting scheduled for 21 March/1030 to discuss veteran student concerns/needs. Wilmington University, Delaware State University, University of Delaware, and Delaware Technical and Community College will be present.  
Recognition for Sen. Ennis/Rep. Jaques (OPEN)

Representative Jaques received his plaque on 10 March, still formalizing Senator Ennis’ presentation. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Nothing was presented.

ITEMS FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE ORGANIZATION:
Vice Chairman Farley informed the commission that updated Homeless Veteran Resource Cards are available.
SPECIAL SESSION: 
Medicare Fraud Brief presented by Kay Meade, DHSS. 
NEXT MEETING:  

Tuesday, 19 April 2016 at 10:00 AM
LOCATION:


802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100, Dover, DE
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