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MEETING MINUTES / 19 APRIL 2016
ATTENDANCE: 

Present: Sarg, Farley, Armbruster, Carroll, Hampton, Lardizzone, McMullen, Newman, Seppala, Showell, Smith, and Weir.     85.7%
Absences: Corsa and Newstadt  
Guests: Vivian Starnes (DAVA), Liz Byers (Operation Stand Down), Dave Strawbridge (DTCC), Christine Kubik (DJF), Dave Rich (DOL)  
CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS:
Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance.
Reminded Commission of full day complete with Money couple Watchmaker School assistance recognition at Legislative Hall.

MEETING MINUTES: 

Commissioner Weir made a motion to approval and the minutes were approved. 
ADMINISTRATIVE REMARKS:
Wilmington VAMC- Jim Coty, Public Affairs Officer:
Thanked the Commission for supporting Wilmington VAMC events.
Discussed the Veteran Summit attended by the Under Secretary of Health.
- MyVA Access Declaration signing (one day care for mental health and primary care)

Sussex CBOC Groundbreaking Ceremony was 15 April.  
- 10K square feet, built from ground up for medical services

(McMullen) Will auxiliary services increase with new building?

- Radiology will expand, other services will be determined
- Services that are not available can use Choice Program
TeleMedical is expanding and will see improvements.

Emergent care through civilian provider with costs covered by the VA.

MyVA Communities will pull organizations/agencies together to assist veterans.

(Lardizzone) What is the status of the C&P examinations?

They are still under contract so some examinations are still done in Philadelphia but trying to do more at the Wilmington VAMC.

Delaware Veterans Home (DVH) – Bill Peterson, Director: 
Currently 139 residents and 9 applicants for the next admissions meeting. 
Secretary Bullock supports a dental suite addition and will add to the next Bond Bill. 
Will recruit for Advance Practice Nurse position due to current’s resignation.
Dementia wing has five open slots.

Requests $8K funding for juke box (resident favorite). 
- Lardizzone made the motion and it was approved

Planning next year for home’s 10th year anniversary events, around 7 June and activities throughout the year.
(Carroll) Are the food service times staggered?
Yes and the system works well.

Can Service Organizations consider replacing rocking chairs?
- Costs $150.00 - $180.00, 24 chairs are requested
- Chairman Sarg requested a draft cost plan to review
Home of the Brave, Director Jessica Finan: 

15 males, two moving to permanent housing, and five females. 

The female home was set up on 8 April move in projected for the end of May.

Fundraising (commemorative) bricks are being sold to fund the home.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Liz Byers-Jiron, Operation Stand Down
New Stand Down flyers are available.

Working on a MOA with the VA to transport veterans and advertise.

Delaware Dental Society, Give a Vet a Smile Program, volunteer dentists are assisting veterans with dental care.

- Still seeking dental supplies to help the volunteers

Dave Mosley, Delaware Center for Homeless Veterans 

No show.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Bear Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Commissioner Armbruster:

Nothing to report.

Millsboro Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Commissioner Corsa: 

(Carroll) Provided a history of why Service Organizations secured their flags at the cemetery. 
Health and Human Services, Commissioner Corsa:

Not present.
Legislative Affairs, Commissioner McMullen

HB 222/HB 224 are awaiting Senate vote.

Commemorative Affairs, Commissioner Showell

Memorial Day Events:

- 28 May / 1030 Bear Cemetery

- 30 May / 1030 Bridge   
- 30 May / 1400: The Delaware National Guard will hold a Building Dedication Ceremony of the National Guard/Reserve Center, New Castle, in memory of Major Joseph R. "Beau" Biden III.
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS:
Commissioner McMullen (AFSA)  
Division 1 Convention, 11 – 14 April, took place in Atlantic City, NJ.

- Dover AFB NCO won the NCO category

POW/MIA coins are for sale.
Commissioner Armbruster (AL)

National Commander, Dale Barnett, visited during the Departmental Banquet.

Attended University Veterans Representative Meeting and DNG Deployment Welcome.

State Commander resigned following organizational arrests.

Attended Boston Marathon and proudly witnessed daughter run the race.
Commissioner Weir (AMVETS)

Supported Veteran Vaughn, AMVET member’s, funeral.

- Briefed attendees on Commission functions.

Commissioner Smith (DELVETS)
Provided replacement flags to the Bear Cemetery.
Commissioner Lardizzone (DAV) 

Attended Friends Of the DVH meeting and Representative Carney’s Office Hours.

Met with the new Director of Transportation for the VA.

Attended DAV’s 95th anniversary in NY

Commissioner Newstadt (JWV) 
Not present.
Commissioner Farley (MCL) 
New MyVA Community Chairman.

- Goal is to gain services for veterans

Attended Veteran Summit.
- Under Secretary of Health attended

- Federal Legislators support Choice Program changes

- Intermediate Surgery to return to center

- Goal is to increase mental health providers

Chairman Sarg (MOAA)

Met with legislators in Washington DC.

- Survivor Benefit Plan’s DIC off-set should be added to payments, not deducted
- Tricare to reduce fee hikes

- (all information contained in handout)

Commissioner Carroll (MOPH) 
Official elections will be held until June.

Solicited ideas for how their organization can raise funds as the organization needs financial assistance.
Commissioner Seppala (MOWW) 
Attended DNG Deployment Ceremony.
Dave Strawbridge, DTCC, briefed the organization about the Home of the Brave on 12 April.

Attended VA Summit. 

Commissioner Newman (VFW)

Annual Youth/Teacher of the Year Award was on 7 May.
Organization visited Legislative Hall. 
Commissioner Corsa (VVA)

Not present. 
Commissioner Showell (At Large)

National Guard Military Ball/Business meeting, 23 April. 
Armed Forces Readiness Center, renamed Beau Biden Center, 30 May/1400.

National Guard Association Conference, 9 – 12 September.

Seeking mentors for DC National Guard with Youth Challenge Program 
Commissioner Hampton (At Large)

Middle East Conflict Memorial Golf Tournament will take place on Dover AFB. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS:

DVTF: 10 requests, 9 granted (90%), $8363.59 awarded, and $61,152.97 balance.

Freedom 5K Sponsorship requests are $500.00/$200.00/$100.00. 

Awarded Delaware Licensure in Mental Health.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

POW/MIA Chair of Honor at DCVA (OPEN)

Dedication will follow 17 May Commission meeting.

Recognition for Sen. Ennis/Rep. Jaques (OPEN)

Presented Representative Jaques plaque on 10 March still formalizing Senator Ennis’ presentation date. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Korean and Vietnam War Monuments on Legislative Hall grounds (Sarg).

ITEMS FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE ORGANIZATION:
Liz Beyers-Jiron was honored at the DTTC, Owens Campus, Women of the Year event.
SPECIAL SESSION: 
Commission and Legislative Hall presentation for Mr. and Mrs. Money (Watchmaker School Land Donation). 
NEXT MEETING:  

Tuesday, 17 May 2016 at 10:00 AM
LOCATION:


802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100, Dover, DE
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