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MEETING MINUTES / 16 AUGUST 2016
ATTENDANCE: 

Present: Sarg, Farley, Armbruster, Bradley, Coons, Corsa, Hampton, Lardizzone, McMullen, Newstadt, Seppala, Showell, and Smith     86.63%
Absences: Carroll, Newman  
Guests: Liz Byers (Operation Stand Down), Paula Witcher (First State Women Warriors)  
CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS:
Thanked American Veterans for facilities use
MEETING MINUTES: 

Commissioner Lardizzone made the motion and Commissioner Bradley seconded for approval. 
ADMINISTRATIVE REMARKS:
Wilmington VAMC- Jim Coty, Public Affairs Officer:
Town Hall meeting 19 September/1200 at American Legion Post 17, Lewes 
- Will begin with claims/benefits fair at 1100
Long Term Care Institute performed inspection at Community Living Center

- Center recognized as one of the best in the Nation 

Sussex CBOC call center is operational
Kent CBOC call center will be on-line in a few weeks

Veteran Service Officers meeting 13 September/1000 at Wilmington VAMC
Flu Shots available 19 September at Wilmington VAMC 

Delaware Veterans Home (DVH) – Bill Peterson, Director: 
Not present
Home of the Brave, Director Jessica Finan: 

Residents
- 14 males

- 3 females/2 children

Residents moved into female house on 5 July

Fundraisers

- Lunch With a Purpose for women on 7 September

- Mispillion Brewery Cornhole Tournament 22 October, $25 per team
DOL – Veteran Employment and Training Service, State Director, Dave Rich,                                      

Not present
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Operation Stand Down, Liz Byers-Jiron

The eighth Stand Down is scheduled for 23 September (0900-1500) at the Fox Post 2, Dover.

- 150 organizations/agencies participating 
- VA Benefits will provide claims management course
Victory Village is open
Give a Vet a Smile Program is doing well 37 Veterans are in the program

Jewish War Veterans donated $250.00 to Stand Down

Friends of the Delaware Veterans Trust Fund, Dave Skocik
Pushed for support of DVTF
Requested support for Trust Fund Dinner

- Asked Service Organizations to purchase a table

(Sarg) Different Service Organizations can provide different levels of financial support 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Bear Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Commissioner Armbruster:

Interments - 63
Millsboro Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Commissioner Corsa: 

Interments - 29
Health and Human Services, Commissioner Corsa:

New Castle Veteran Service Officer on indefinite medical leave
Legislative Affairs, Commissioner McMullen
Still soliciting items for legislation
Stolen Valor Bill was signed by the Governor last week 

Commemorative Affairs, Commissioner Showell

Bridge Ceremony scheduled for 11 November/1030
(Newstadt) How will at large Commissioners host ceremonies?

(Showell) We will add them to the rotation

(Kirby) At large Commissioners are members of other Service Organizations and can secure support

ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS:
Commissioner McMullen (AFSA)  
The International Convention is 20 – 24 August, San Antonio
The POW/MIA events (Dover AFB) are scheduled for 16 September 
Commissioner Armbruster (AL)

Fundraising from the Sons of the American Legion will go towards the female Home of the Brave

National Convention is 25 August – 1 September

Commissioner Bradley (AMVETS)

Thanked everyone for attending and using the post
Commissioner Smith (DELVETS)
Post Vice Commander passed away
Commissioner Lardizzone (DAV) 

National Convention was 29 July – 5 August

Commissioner Newstadt (JWV) 
National Convention is next week
The organization visited the 9-11 Monument
Two Holocaust survivors briefed during Departmental meeting

Commissioner Coons (KWVA)
Ask Commission to distribute remaining Korea Reborn books to state high schools
Commissioner Farley (MCL) 
Prepping for Toys for Tots drive
The state has identified 430 homeless Veterans housing 322 and the remainder are in programs to find housing

Chairman Sarg (MOAA)

The organization is lobbying, at the national level
Submitted a package for Senators Carper and Coons asking for Defense Budget support
Commissioner Carroll (MOPH) 
Not present
Commissioner Seppala (MOWW) 
The National Convention was last week, new Commander-in-Chief is Clay LeGrande
Commissioner Newman (VFW)

Not present
Commissioner Corsa (VVA)

Believes handicap accessibility throughout the state needs to be improved 
Commissioner Showell (At Large)

The National Conference is scheduled for 9 – 12 September
The Guard is participating in a partnership program with Trinidad and Tobago

- Flew C-130 to their country

- Hosting and briefing visiting country members

Commissioner Hampton (At Large)

Sits on Passage to Home board, similar to Habitat for Humanity
- Renovates homes, interested in housing Veterans

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS:

DVTF July: Requests 9, Granted 7 (77.7%), Awarded $8843.01 and Balance $73,923.00
TERM EXPIRATION:

Corsa – 22 August 2016

Newstadt – 22 August 2016

Showell 4 September 2016

Hampton 22 February 2017
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Nominations for Chairman and Vice Chairman (OPEN)
- Bradley is gathering candidate names

- (Sarg) Nominated Showell for Vice position

Veterans Day Parade (OPEN)

- Ed Perez is working invitations/schedule

Confidentiality (Release of Information) Consent Form (CLOSED)

- Director Kirby contacted Department of State and this document is not authorized
  - - Unenforceable

  - - Information cannot be exempt from Freedom of Information Act

NEW BUSINESS: 
Delaware State University Aviation Program Flyovers at Cemetery Ceremonies

- Determine how to submit request through Delaware State University

- Determine if a Memorandum of Understanding is needed

- Work through Commissioner Coons

   - - Will handle Federal Aviation Association clearance

ITEMS FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE ORGANIZATION:
None
NEXT MEETING:  

Tuesday, 20 September 2016 at 10:00 AM
LOCATION:
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