Developmental Disabilities Council

Policy & Law Committee Minutes
February 2, 2016
Arner’s, New Castle, De.
9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Members Present:  Terri Hancharick, Chair, Barbara Monaghan, Bill Monaghan

Members Absent:  Gary Mears, Deb McCann

Guests:  Eric Brenneman
I. Position Statements
1. Community Living – Position Statement Update – At the DDC meeting, Brian Hartman felt that the 2nd paragraph of the current statement needed additional word smithing.  Terri will research a quote from Jonathan Martinis that we may be able to use.  We will review this at our next meeting.
2. Supported Decision Making – Update and Draft Position Statement – Nothing has been received to date on this issue so we may review ASAN’s statement and decide what to do at that point.
3. Assisted Suicide Research/Draft Position Statement – We talked about the Recommendations and better wording.  We will try to meet and have a discussion with a physician to see what is lacking and then word smith our language.
II. State Plan Development – Plan for Retreat – Committee Goals – The Members will come to the April Retreat prepared to talk about the recommended targeted disparity language and particular objectives for self-advocacy, Partners in Policymaking, and Jr. Partners in Policymaking.
III. Self – Advocacy – Delaware People First have invited Ari Ne’eman to their February meeting.  An invite will be prepared and sent out widely.

IV. Partners in Policymaking 2016 – The program begins this month.  All speakers are arranged. DDC Members are encouraged to attend the Partners classes.
V. Other Business From the Group

1. We will have to find a new Public Policy Manager at this point. Pat asked for suggestions.  We will handle the contract when we find someone to hire.

VI. Next Meeting Date – The next meeting will be on March 7, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. at Friendly’s in Middletown.
VII. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned by 11:00 a.m.
