ADVISORY COUNCIL ON WILDLIFE & FRESHWATER FISH MINUTES

TUESDAY, March 29, 2016
Richardson & Robbins Building Auditorium
89 Kings Highway, Dover, Delaware

Phone 302-739-9912, FAX 302-739-6157
ADVISORY COUNCIL           


DIVISION OF FISH & WILDLIFE

PUBLIC
1.  Edward A. Montague, Chair 


1. Director David E. Saveikis 

21 Visitors
2.  Garrett Grier, Jr., Vice Chair (Absent)

2. Rob Hossler
3.  Raymond F. Burris 



3. Capt. Nick Couch
4.  Neal Dukes (Absent)  



4. Joe Rogerson
5.  Robert C. Nichols (Absent)


5. Karen Bennett
6.  Craig A. Karsnitz (Absent)


6. Hope Shoemaker-Benjamin
7.  Joe C. Johnson 



7. Karen Kennedy
8.  Steven M. Kendus 




9. Dale R. Scuse 





The meeting was called to order by Chairman Montague at 7:30 PM.

Agenda Item 1.  Approval of Minutes (Chairman).


A motion was made, seconded and voted unanimously to approve the February 23, 2016 meeting minutes as written.

Agenda Item 2.  Migratory Game Bird Seasons Review and Approval (Rob Hossler).

Rob Hossler, wildlife section administrator, provided the 2016/2017 revised final migratory game bird season dates for Delaware.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have changed their scheduling framework for setting the waterfowl seasons.  In the past, the Division would propose the seasons in January and review them in February before the USFWS established season frameworks and then have an early Advisory Council meeting in August to formally recommend the seasons.  Starting this year, the USFWS now establishes season frameworks in December for the following year’s hunting season dates.  The Division will continue to propose seasons to the Advisory Council in January and these seasons will be reviewed and a formal recommendation made by Council in February.  There will no longer be a need to have an early Council meeting in August.  

The following revised season dates with highlighted changes from previous proposals were considered by the Council:

2016 – 2017 Revised Final Migratory Game Bird Seasons Proposal for Delaware 
Dove – Division’s Proposal
Sept. 1 – Oct. 1 (31 days)
½ hour before sunrise to sunset
Oct. 19 – Oct. 22 (4 days)
½ hour before sunrise to sunset
Nov. 21 – Jan. 14 (55 days)
½ hour before sunrise to sunset

Limit 15
Dove - Constituent Alternative Proposal

Sept 3 – Oct. 1 (29 days) – starts on a Saturday

Oct. 17 – Oct. 22 (6 days)

Nov. 21 – Jan. 14 (55 days)

After discussion, Councilman Scuse made a motion to endorse the Division’s proposal for dove seasons.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.
Resident Canada Geese
Sept. 1 – Sept. 24 

½ hour before sunrise to sunset 
* No liberal hunting options
Limit: 15

After limited discussion on the resident Canada goose season, there was implied endorsement by the Council.

Early Teal
Sept. 9 – Sept. 27
Hours: Teal season opens 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset in limited geographic areas. These areas are coastal areas from south of the C&D Canal to Lewes east of Routes 13, 113/113A & 1.
Limit: 6

After discussion, Councilman Kendus made a motion to endorse the Division’s proposal for the early teal season.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  
Ducks - Division’s Proposal

Oct. 28 – Nov. 8 (10 days)

Nov. 21 – Dec. 3 (12 days)

Dec. 16 – Jan. 28 (38 days)

Ducks - Constituent Alternative Proposal #1

Oct. 28 – Nov. 8 (10 days)





Nov. 21 – Nov. 26 (6 days)




Dec. 9 – Jan. 28 (44 days) – More late days

Ducks - Constituent Alternative Proposal #2

Oct. 21 – Nov. 8 (16 days) – more early days

Nov. 21 – Nov. 26 (6 days)

Dec. 16 – Jan. 28 (38 days)
Daily limit of 6 ducks (except mergansers and coots), may include 1 black duck; 4 mallards including no more than 2 hen mallards; 2 pintail; 2 canvasback; 3 wood ducks; 2 red heads; 2 scaup; 1 mottled Duck; 1 fulvous whistling tree duck; 4 scoters, 4 eiders and 4 long-tailed ducks. The possession limit is 3 times the daily bag limit. 

After discussion, Councilman Kendus made a motion to endorse Constituent Alternative Proposal #1 for duck season.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  
Youth Hunt 

Oct. 22 and Feb. 11
Bag may include ducks, mergansers, coots, moorhens, Canada geese, snow geese and brant. Standard limits apply.

After discussion, Councilman Scuse made a motion to endorse Oct 22 and Feb. 11 as youth days.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  
Canada Geese (Migratory)
- Division’s Proposal

Nov 21 – Dec. 3 (12 days)

Dec. 16 – Jan. 28 (38 days)
Limit: 2
Canada Geese (Migratory) - Constituent Alternative Proposal 
Nov. 21 –Nov. 26 (6 days)

Dec. 16 – Feb. 4 (44 days) - More late days




Mr. Hossler stated that there is concern by several Flyway states that the additional harvest of Canada geese in February combined with poor productivity in the Arctic might further reduce the migrant Canada goose population, thereby forcing a season reduction, or at the least, not permitting any season expansion in the future.  


After discussion, Councilman Scuse made a motion to endorse the Constituent Alternative Proposal for Canada Geese.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  
Snow Goose
Oct. 5 – Feb. 4    
Limit: 25
Feb.  6 – April 7; except Feb 11 (Conservation Order)
NO LIMIT
Bombay Hook - No dates given yet

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Scuse to endorse the Division proposal for snow goose.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  

Brant - Division Revised Proposal

Nov. 21 – Jan. 28 (60 days)
Bag Limit:  2
Mr. Hossler reported that as a result of the mid-winter survey data, the Division has revised the season dates for brant, but that many states are voluntarily reducing the season because of poor brant productivity.  
Brant - Member of the Audience Proposal

Dec. 3 – Jan. 28 (49 days)

Bag Limit:  2

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Kendus to endorse the proposal from the audience for a reduced season of December 3 through January 28 with a limit of two.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  
Coots & Mergansers 
Same season dates as ducks 
After limited discussion on the Coots and Mergansers seasons, there was implied endorsement by the Council.

Rail - King, Clapper  
Sept.1 – Nov. 9    Limit: 10 
          Sora, Virginia          Sept.1 – Nov. 9    Limit: 25
Gallinules, Moorhens 
Sept.1 – Nov. 9    Limit: 15

Woodcock 
Nov. 21 – Dec. 3 (13 days)
Dec. 14 – Jan. 14 (32 days) 

Limit: 3
Snipe
Sept. 20 – Dec. 3 (75 days)
Dec. 14 – Jan. 14 (32 days)

Limit: 8

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Kendus to accept the Division’s proposed dates for Rail (King and Clapper), Sora, Virginia, Gallinules, Moorhens, Woodcock, and Snipe as proposed.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  
Sea Ducks
Nov. 21 – Jan. 28 (60 days)
Note: This is a shorter season and reduced bag limit due to the Atlantic Flyway exceeding the allowable harvest of sea duck.   
Limit: 5 (No more than 4 scoters, 4 eiders, 4 long-tailed ducks).
Within the designated Special Sea Duck Zone only (not less than 800 yards seaward of Delaware Bay shore between Port Mahon/Elbow Cross Navigation Light and the Atlantic Ocean at the Delaware-Maryland line)

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Kendus to accept the Division’s proposed dates for sea ducks.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.

Agenda Item 3.  Meeting Schedule – Months and Time (Rob Hossler).


Mr. Hossler stated that it is now no longer necessary to have the August Council meetings to finalize recommended waterfowl seasons.  Mr. Hossler also stated that a Council member had expressed an interest in starting meetings earlier.    

Council members agreed to have all future monthly meetings start at 7:00 pm and all August meetings will be held on the last Tuesday of the month.   

Agenda Item 4.  Tundra Swan Hunting (Rob Hossler).


In response to a member of the audience’s request at the February Council meeting, Mr. Hossler reported that there is an approved Flyway hunt plan for tundra swans.  Currently, two states in the Atlantic Flyway hunt tundra swans, North Carolina and Virginia.  It is a permit system and the number of permits a state receives is determined by how many birds a state has during a three-year average of its mid-winter survey.    For example, Virginia receives 600 permits with over 10,000 wintering swans and North Carolina receives 5,000 permits with over 60,000 wintering swans.  Delaware averages approximately 350 wintering swans.  Based on that information, Delaware would qualify to receive approximately 30 to 50 permits, but Delaware would not be eligible for permits until at least the 2018 season.  Mr. Hossler stated that since the population of tundra swans is growing, more permits would probably be allocated in future years.   Currently, Delaware would need Virginia and North Carolina to agree to relinquish some of their permits to Delaware.  Mr. Hossler reported that any new state would have to operate in a three year experimental season under an MOA with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  After the three years, it could become operational.  There is also a harvest reporting requirement.  In Delaware, the reporting requirement would probably be at check stations for the first few years.  The allowable season is currently 90 days and permits would need to be allocated through a lottery.  There would be a cost to the Division associated with the permit allocation, the harvest reporting and the check stations.  Both Virginia and North Carolina have a non-refundable application fee.  General Assembly approval would be required for Delaware to create an application fee.  Mr. Hossler offered to find out more information on this process at his October Flyway meeting.

After discussion, a motion was made by Councilman Kendus to support creating a $30.00 non-refundable tundra swan hunting application fee to be included in the current fee package to be submitted to the current General Assembly and to support the Division’s pursuit of establishing a tundra swan hunting season.  The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.  

Agenda Item 5.  Quail Season Extension (Rob Hossler).


Chairman Montague introduced Bob Lee who had requested to speak relative to the quail season.
Mr. Lee, who is a hunter and a conservationist, requested an extension of the quail season to accommodate individuals who release quail.  Mr. Lee suggested that the season run the same dates as the rabbit and pheasant seasons and also suggested that the limit could be reduced if needed.  He stated that there is a very limited amount of time to hunt quail, especially with holidays and other hunting season conflicts.  
Mr. Hossler stated that there is concern about the wild quail population in Delaware.  The Division is trying to create focus areas and more information on this effort will be available in the future.  Mr. Hossler spoke about the possibility of having a special pen-raised season in which the season could be extended beyond the regular quail season.  Birds would have to be banded with plastic bands.  Mr. Hossler reported that in Pennsylvania there are no wild quail populations and New Jersey has closed their wild quail season.

Mr. Hossler stated that he will share the proposal with other Division staff and further address the proposal at the next Council meeting.    

Agenda Item 6.  Proposed Conservation Access Pass – Alternate Approach (David E. Saveikis).


Director Saveikis provided information on an alternate approach to the proposed Conservation Access Pass that would be required to access state Wildlife Areas.    The Council approved the following funding model at their January 26, 2016 meeting, with a hunting license able to be used in lieu of an Individual Conservation Access Pass.
· Annual Individual Conservation Access Pass -- $20.00

· 7-Day Individual Conservation Access Pass -- $12.50

· 1-Day Individual Conservation Access Pass -- $3.50

· Annual Group Guide Conservation Access Pass -- $300.00

Director Saveikis reported that recent input and developments suggest that a Vehicle Conservation Access Pass should be alternatively implemented rather than the Individual Conservation Access Pass approach.  A Vehicle Conservation Access Pass would be issued free of charge with a hunting license.  Possible Vehicle Conservation Access Pass models include:

Alternative A

· Resident Annual Vehicle Conservation Access Pass -- $32.50
· Non-Resident Annual Vehicle Conservation Access Pass -- $65.00

· Resident 3-Day Vehicle Conservation Access Pass -- $10.00

· Non-Resident 3-Day Vehicle Conservation Access Pass -- $20.00

Alternative B
· Annual Vehicle Conservation Access Pass -- $39.50
· 3-Day Vehicle Conservation Access Pass -- $12.50
Director Saveikis stated that this would require approval by the General Assembly.

After discussion, Councilman Scuse made a motion to endorse the Division’s Alternative A.  The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.  


Agenda Item 7.  Director Update (David E. Saveikis).


Director Saveikis reminded everyone that the annual trout and waterfowl stamp judging contest will be held on Thursday, April 14 at 9:00 AM in the Dover Public Library Conference Room.  


Director Saveikis distributed the 2016 Fishing Guide to Council members.

Director Saveikis provided Council members with the 2016 spring issue of the Outdoor Delaware magazine, which includes an article written by Anthony Gonzon on Delaware’s Wildlife Action Plan.  The issue also includes an article on Take A Kid Fishing, Delaware’s 2015/2016 Deer Harvest and regular Econote series articles on a wildlife area featuring Midlands Wildlife Area by Rob Gano, Fishing by John Clark and Hunting by Bill Jones.

Chairman Montague thanked everyone for attending.  

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL FUTURE COUNCIL MEETINGS WILL BEGIN AT 7:00 PM

AGENDA FOR THE 4/26/2016 ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
1. Approval of Minutes (Chairman).
2. Nanticoke River Largemouth Bass Research (Edna Stetzar).

3. Quail Season(s) and Harvest (Rob Hossler).
4. Director Update (David E. Saveikis).
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn carried and passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:21 PM.

Sincerely,
[image: image1.png]



Karen Kennedy

Recording Secretary
