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Minutes of the 
Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting

PUBLIC SESSION 

March 10, 2016 at 10:00 AM
 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Commission Members Present
	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Jack Berberian 
	Commissioner 


Others Present
Chairman Steele and Commissioner Liquori were not in attendance.  Ms. Patricia Davis-Oliva is covering for Andrew Kerber.
DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Patricia Davis-Oliva,  Dover Downs Vice President of Racing Charles Lockhart, Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley,   Harrington Raceway General Manager Jim Boese, Harrington Raceway  Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, DSBF Executive Administrator Judy Davis-Wilson , Joe Strug from Dalare and DHRC Licensee Brian Callahan. 
DHRC staff members: Dan Kazmaier and Frank Sullivan.
Minutes: Donna Krol    
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:00 A.M.  Vice-Chairman Wagner called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Immediately following the “Call to Order”, the DHRC Commission dismissed to Executive Session.  The Commission will be returning to Public Session after the Executive Session is completed. 

Executive Session: 
see Executive Session minutes.

Return to Public Session: 
At 10:40 A.M.  Vice-Chairman Wagner called the public session of the meeting back and welcomed all in attendance.

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Vice Chairman Wagner to approve the February 9, 2016 public minutes as submitted.  Motion was carried by Commissioner Jack Berberian, seconded by Commissioner Staats.  Motion passed with unanimous voice vote.
Delaware Harness Racing Commission – Public Session

March 10, 2016
OLD Business:
Vice Chairman Wagner made a follow up statement to the February Commission Meeting.  During the Public Session of the February Commission meeting, Sal DiMario requested that an investigation into the incident of a horse racing that was not Delaware eligible be performed and that the results of the investigation be made public to the Horsemen.  Vice Chairman Wagner stated that this issue was handled by Mark Davis and that Mr. DiMario has been notified.

New Business:  
· Conditional License Review – Brian Callahan:

This is not a hearing, Mr. Callahan was issued a 2 year probationary license and it is now up for a review. Since Mr. Callahan’s license was issued by the Commission; his request for renewal must be approved by the Commission. The Commission has three options to consider 1.  Re-license with conditions, 2.  Re-license without conditions 3.  Deny renewal of license.  Vice Chairman Wagner asked if Mr. Callahan would like to explain the issues he had over the last 2 years. 
 Mr. Callahan spoke to the Commission and explained that Rosecroft (MD) changed its policy on Cobalt.  He had horses come in with high levels because of a supplement he was feeding at the time.  Mr. Callahan gave a sample to the Judge’s, stopped using the supplement immediately, and has had no problems since.  Mr. Callahan paid the fine and served the 30 day suspension because he was concerned that the MD Commission is so far behind on appeals and it would interfere with his stake horses.  Commissioner Berberian asked how many horses tested high?  Mr. Callahan said there were six horses with high levels of Cobalt.  Four (4) horses were back to normal levels at the 1st retest.  One (1) additional horse was at a level of 25.9 at the second retest and the last horse took 3-4 months to come under the level.  Mr. Callahan believes that the last horse had kidney issues and has since sold the horse.
The second issue was a High Pre-Race Blood Gas test result in PA.  This happened because the person he had working at the barn put baking soda instead of electrolytes in the feed buckets (the baking soda and electrolytes look the same).  Again, he brought samples in to show the Judges, paid the fine and served his time.  Mr. Callahan stated that these were mistakes and were not intentional, he has had a Trainer’s license for 19 years and only suspended twice. 

The Commission discussed their options.  They decided to renew with the existing condition and added that if he has a drug positive in any state, he will be suspended until he comes before the DHRC Commission. Commissioner Berberian made this motion and was seconded by Commissioner Staats.  Motion passed with unanimous voice vote. 
· Proposed change to DHRC Rules 7.1.3.3.2 & 7.1.3.3.3:
Rules Committee members have voted the changes to DHRC rule 7.1.3.3.2 and 7.1.3.3.3 forward to the Commission for action.

7.1.3.3.2 Any horse that fails to race within thirty (30) sixty (60) days of its last start must go a qualifying race as set forth in a) above. However, at any race meeting this period can be extended up to sixty (60) days upon receiving approval of the Commission.  The time period allowed shall be calculated from the date of the last race to and including the date of declaration the next race.  Horses entered and in to go in a race or races which are canceled due to no fault of their own, shall be considered to have raced in that race, and no start shall be counted for date preference purposes.
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DHRC Rule cont’d….
7.1.3.3.3 When a horse has raced at a charted meeting and then gone to meetings where the races are not charted the information from the uncharted lines may be summarized including each start and consolidated in favor of charted lines to include a charted line within the last thirty (30) sixty (60) days before the horse is permitted to race. The consolidated line shall carry date, place, time, driver, finish, track condition and distance.

If approved by the Commission today, the changes will be in the April Registrar for comments to be received, back to the Commission in May for final approval and to Registrar in June.  Changes become effective as of June 11th.  Commissioner Staats made a motion to accept the changes to Rules 7.1.3.3.2 & 7.1.3.3.3 as submitted.  Commissioner Berberian seconded and the motion passed with unanimous voice vote.
Approval of DHRC Staff for 2016 Harrington meet:
Note:  Harrington had 78 race days in 2016 vs 82 race days for 2015.

List of DHRC staff members (including First Equine, LLC) was given to the Commission for review.  Vice Chairman Wagner called for a motion to approve the Employee Roster for DHRC and First Equine, LLC for the 2016 Harrington Meet.    Commissioner Berberian made the motion to accept the employee list as submitted, Commissioner Staats seconded and the motion passed with unanimous voice vote.
Pre Meet Inspection for Harrington Raceway:

Inspection has been scheduled for April 19, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.  Vice Chairman Wagner and Commissioner Berberian will attend.
 Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian: 

· Executive Director: Activity Summary Report

Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report’s provided to the Commission.  Report covers the time period of February 1st through February 29th, 2016.     

      
Racing statistics:  

Total # of Live Racing Days = 20

Total # Live Races = 294


Average # races per day = 15
  Total # of Starters = 2,278

       
Delaware Owned/Trained purse retention:  Average = 82.32% 
                  *Delaware Owned now includes horses that are full/partially owned or trained by Delaware residents.

                License statistics:

              
Total # licenses issued = 146
              
Total Monthly = $16,837.00 /YTD Total = $28,845.00.  

                (Total Monthly figures include Licenses, Fingerprints, Appeals and Fines).
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Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian: Continued…..

 Personnel:



State of Delaware remains under the modified hiring freeze.

                State of Delaware is under a moratorium for all nonessential, out of state travel. 



Cross training of personnel continues

                OMB will review all requests for new hires (merit, temporary, casual-seasonal and contractual) 

  Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:

  Commission Meeting 2-9-16
  Brewer Adams 6 month Conditional License review 

  Equine Split Sample Drill 2-18-16 & 2-25-16

  Travel- USTA Annual Board Meeting in Columbus, Ohio from 2-26-16 through 2-29-16. 
        Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge:

Total # of Rulings: 8

Total fine amount: $ 6,700.00

Post-Race Positive Test: 1/ Trainer: Crissman-Bier/ Class 4/ Methylprednisolone   


Qualifier Positive Test: None  


Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test:  None  
 Dan Kazmaier noted that there is now a second positive pending for Methylprednisolone.  Trainer: Wayne     Givens/Horse: Drunk On You.  A Split Sample has been sent to lab for confirmatory testing.  There was a discussion on Methylprednisolone, this drug is used for injecting joints and stays in the horses system up to 21 days.  Joe Strug stated this is a hard drug to regulate, if horse is given too much it can hurt the joints.  If injecting more than 1 joint close to race day will show up in testing with high levels. Mark Davis suggested that perhaps the DHRC should consider lowering the threshold for this drug to be consistent with surrounding jurisdictions. 
  Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:
        Total # Human Drug Tests = 23

Positive result: Two, Dallas Winkleman –Groom; Jay Husfelt –Groom     

Total # Breathalyzer tests = 1026, average 51/day, Positive result – None   

Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 41 no violations/seizures
        Racing Official Report - Veterinarian: 

Reported by: Mark Davis    


Total # of starters = 2,278

Post- Race Testing: 


300 Blood samples were collected.


253 urine samples (47 incomplete) were collected

Catch Rate = 84.35%

No accidents/deaths occurred. 

5 A-Fib, 3 Breakdown, 52 sick
· Delaware Harness Racing 2015 Annual Report:
Final draft was reviewed by the Commission.  Vice Chairman Wagner entertained a motion to approve the 2015 Annual Report as submitted.  Motion was carried by Commissioner Staats, seconded by Commissioner Berberian.  Motion was passed with a unanimous voice vote.  Commissioner Wagner thanked the staff for their work on the report. 
· USTA Annual Report 2016:
Commission was given a copy of the 2016 USTA Annual Report to review. 
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Public Comment: None 
Close of Public meeting:

With no further public business to discuss, Vice Chairman Wagner made a motion to adjourn the public session.  
Motion was carried by Commissioner Staats and seconded by Commissioner Berberian.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.  
 Next DSBF Board Meeting is re- scheduled for May 2,2016 at 1:00AM 
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday May 10, 2016 at 10:00 AM 
Next Rules Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 7, 2016 at 10:00 AM 

