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Minutes of the Meeting Held

January 16, 2007
The Delaware Harness Racing Commission’s Rules Committee met for a meeting at Delaware Department of Agriculture, Dover, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, January 16, 2007.

Committee Members Present

	James Boese, General Manager, Harrington Raceway
	Hugh J. Gallagher, DDA, Administrator, DHRC

	Karen Craft, Facilities Manager, Harrington Raceway
	Charles Lockhart, V.P. Harness Racing Dover Downs

	Salvatore DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA
	Jo-Ann Price, Paralegal, DHRC

	Beth Steele, Chairman
	Judy Davis-Wilson, Executive Director, DSBF

	John Hensley, Director of Horse Racing, Dover Downs
	Kimberly A. Wilson, Deputy Attorney General

	George Staats, DHRC Commissioner
	


Others Present

	  Scott Egger, Presiding Judge

	  John Eagling, D.V.M, Commission Veterinarian

	  Joseph Strug, Dalare Associates

	  Susan Botts, D.V.M.


Call to Order/Welcome
Chairman Steele called the public session to order at 10:20 a.m., and welcomed those in attendance.  

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Lockhart moved to approve the Minutes of November 28, 2006 as written, Mr. Boese seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
Discussion Items

· Discussion of Class 5 Meds as they apply to DHRC Rule 8:  
· Suggested Policy for Ulcer Meds:  In Dr. Peters’ absence, Mr. Strug reported that he spoke to him at the last Commission meeting and Dr. Peters’ concern was the penalty for ulcer medications.  DHRC rules currently provide for penalties at the discretion of the judges.  Ulcer meds can mask other drugs, and they are excreted at higher concentrations, so you don’t want a drug in there that’s forbidden.  Mr. Strug said if a sample contained a small amount of an ulcer med, his report could note that, with a recommendation to treat it as a warning, with a possible fine.  No rule change would be needed for this alteration in policy.  This would then concur with the Thoroughbred Racing Commission’s policy.  For a first offense, their Stewards warn, and possibly give a fine for a small amount.  A penalty for a second offence might be more severe, but penalties are determined on a case-by-case basis.  
· No Base Line Data:  No analysis was done with Dr. Egli’s horses, as she did not contact Mr. Strug to arrange for testing.  If samples were submitted with different withdrawal times, then it could be learned how long it takes the ulcer meds to leave the horse’s system.  Dr. Botts asked if anyone had checked with Dr. Soma to see if he has done a study, as he looked at many therapeutic meds several years ago for private practitioners in Pennsylvania.  She believes if Gastrogard was withheld 24 hours before the race, it would carry in the horse’s system for that long, and it could be given afterward.  Mr. Lockhart commented that this is déjà vu all over again. Again, we are discussing treating the horse after the race.  Since there is not a lot of uniformity in this business, and no rule changes are necessary, it seems resolved.
· Discussion of Rule 8:  

· Rule 8.3.5.9.4.3:  Ms. Kinsey discovered that a third time bleeder’s penalty is 30 days.  This has been so at least back to the 1999 DHRC rulebook.  Should this be changed to 90 days, or some other penalty?  Mr. DiMario said this is the way it’s always been, as it’s up the vet’s discretion.  There were no other comments.  This rule will remain unchanged.
· Discussion Tabled:  It was agreed to table discussion on Rule 8 until the BGA Review Committee’s results have been released.  This study is at Dr. Soma’s discretion, and it is unknown at the present time when he will complete his findings.
Action Items for Next Meeting

Review DHRC Rule 4.
Upcoming Meetings
Rules Committee
February 6, 2007
10:15 a.m. DDA – Secretary’s Conference Rm.
DHRC 

February 13, 2007
10:15 a.m. Dover Downs – Festival Buffet Rm. B

Adjournment

At 11:25 a.m., having no further business, Mr. DiMario moved to adjourn, Mr. Lockhart seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
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