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Minutes of the 
Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting

PUBLIC SESSION 

April 12, 2016 at 10:00 AM
 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room 1 
Commission Members Present
	Beverly Steele 
	Chairman 

	Patt Wagner 
	Vice Chairman 

	George Staats
	Commissioner

	Stephanie Liguori  
	Commissioner 


Others Present
 Commissioner Berberian was not in attendance.  

DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Deputy Attorney General Andrew Kerber, Dover Downs Sr. Director of Racing John Hensley,   Harrington Raceway General Manager Jim Boese, Harrington Raceway  Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, HRI Facilities Manager Karen Craft, DSBF Executive Administrator Judy Davis-Wilson , DSOA Executive Director Sal DiMario, DHRC Licensee Brian Callahan, DSOA member Frances West and Lauren Torres from DDA.  
DHRC staff members: Dan Kazmaier and Frank Sullivan.
Minutes: Donna Krol    
Call TO ORDER:
At 10:05 a.m.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Immediately following the “Call to Order”, the DHRC Commission dismissed to Executive Session.  The Commission will be returning to Public Session after the Executive Session is completed. 

Executive Session: 
see Executive Session minutes.

Return to Public Session: 
At 10:25 a.m.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting back and welcomed all in attendance.

Approval of Minutes:
Both the Public and Executive minutes from the March 10, 2016 Commission Meeting will be approved at the May 10, 2016 Commission Meeting. 
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OLD Business:

None 
New Business:  
·  Brian Callahan:

Mr. Callahan had his DHRC Conditional license renewed on March 16, 2016.  His conditional license states that he will not participate in Delaware Owned, Bred or DSBF races.  Also, if there is any positive drug test for equine/human, then he would be required to come before the Commission for a license review.  On 3-21-16, Brian Callahan had a high TCO2 reading on the horse Abelard Hanover.  First test resulted in base excess of 13.8, and on second run the base excess was 14.6.  Horse was scratched from racing on 3-2-16.  Judge’s Ruling DD-023-16.  Mr. Callahan was fined $1000.00 and the horse put on the Stewards List for 14 days.  Horse must pass a re-qualifying test and re-qualify to compete in purse events.   Mr. Callahan addressed the Commission on this violation.  He stated that he witnessed the second reading on his horse and spoke with DHRC Vet, Dr. Whiston.  Dr. Whiston advised Mr. Callahan regarding the use of electrolytes and how they can accumulate in a horse’s system during cooler weather.  Also discussed was the level of Lasix currently administered to the horse (2cc vs. 5cc).  Dr. Whiston advised Mr. Callahan to take the horse off electrolytes and change his feed.  Feed containing ingredients that end with “ate” would increase blood gas readings.   Mr. Callahan took the horse off electrolytes and has retested on 4-4-16, but horse still had a high TCO2 reading.  Mr. Callahan then researched the feed label and changed the horse feed. Horse was re-tested again on 4-11-16 and results were in range at 10.2.    Mr. Callahan provided the labels of the electrolyte and feed for the Commission to review along with Dr. Whiston’s notes.  Mr. Callahan stated that the problem was with this horse only; all other horses were fine.  Commission discussed options for Mr. Callahan and a decision was made to uphold the Judge’s decision.  A motion was made by Vice Chairman Wagner to uphold the Judge’s Ruling DD-023-16. Commissioner Liguori seconded.  Motion passed with a 3-1 vote.  3 Approve, 1 abstain (Commissioner Staats). 

The Commission counseled Mr. Callahan that his conditional license is still being enforced; they will be keeping a close eye on him and do not expect to see him back before the Commission. 
· ARCI Workshop:
Mark Davis discussed the need for a workshop on RCI Classification levels (trigger levels/ regulatory levels) as well as penalties.  This will be open to the public.  Veterinarians and Horsemen are encouraged to come.  Representatives from RCI and perhaps others will be presenting.   We agreed to hold the workshop during the June Commission Meeting on 6-14-16.

 Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian: 

· Executive Director: Activity Summary Report

Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report’s provided to the Commission.  Report covers the time period of March 1st through March 31, 2016.     

      
Racing statistics:  

Total # of Live Racing Days = 19

Total # Live Races = 285


Average # races per day = 15
  Total # of Starters = 2,255

       
Delaware Owned/Trained purse retention:  Average = 85.06% 
                *Delaware Owned now includes horses that are full/partially owned or trained by Delaware residents.
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Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian:   Continued…..

                License statistics:

              
Total # licenses issued = 110
              
Total Monthly = $9,396.00 /YTD Total = $38,241.00.  

                (Total Monthly figures include Licenses, Fingerprints, Appeals and Fines).
 Personnel:



State of Delaware remains under the modified hiring freeze.

                State of Delaware is under a moratorium for all nonessential, out of state travel. 



Cross training of personnel continues

                OMB will review all requests for new hires (merit, temporary, casual-seasonal and contractual) 

  Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:

  Rules Committee Meeting 3-1-16

  USHWA 3-4-16 through 3-8-16

  Commission Meeting 3-10-16
  ORI Conference 3-15 & 3-16-16
  RCI Town Hall Meeting 3-17-16 
  Out of Competition Testing on Qualifiers-qty. 10, date 3-23-16, no detects.

        Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge:

Total # of Rulings: 8

Total fine amount: $ 2,900.00

Post-Race Positive Test: None   


Qualifier Positive Test: None  


Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test:  One, Brian Callahan – Abelard Hanover   

  Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:
        Total # Human Drug Tests = 25

Positive result: Two, Jay Husfelt Jr. Groom, Jerry Miller – Groom      

Total # Breathalyzer tests = 955, average 50/day, Positive result – None   

Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 58 no violations/seizures
        Racing Official Report - Veterinarian: 

Reported by: Mark Davis    


Total # of starters = 2,255

Post- Race Testing: 


286 Blood samples were collected.


238 urine samples (48 incomplete) were collected

Catch Rate = 83.26%

No accidents/deaths occurred. 

1 A-Fib, 0 Breakdown, 54 sick
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Public Comment: 
Matt Sparacino from Harrington Raceway would like to implement an Automated Draw system.  The system is a program available through USTA and E-Track.  Judges will still be required to review the program and check eligibility.

Commission agreed to implement the Automated Draw system on a trial basis.  Automated Draw will begin at the start of Harrington. Mark Davis and Andrew Kerber will review the DHRC Rules pertaining to the draw and will monitor the Automated Draw system.
Reminder:  Harrington Pre Meet Inspection is April 19, 2016.  Vice Chairman Wagner and Commissioner Berberian are scheduled to attend, along with Mark Davis and Karen Craft. 

Close of Public meeting:

With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele made a motion to adjourn the public session.  
Motion was carried by Vice Chairman Wagner and seconded by Commissioner Liguori. 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
HRI Pre Meet Inspection April 19, 2016

Next DSBF Board Meeting is re- scheduled for May 2, 2016 at 1:00AM
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday May 10, 2016 at 10:00 AM 
Rules Committee Meeting CANCELLED for Tuesday, June 7, 2016 at 10:00 AM 


