Developmental Disabilities Council

Policy & Law Committee Minutes
June 13, 2016
Friendly’s, Middletown, De.
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Members Present:  Terri Hancharick, Chair, Daniese McMullin-Powell, Barbara Monaghan, Bill Monaghan, Deb McCann.
Staff:  Pat Maichle

Guests:  William Powell
I. Position Statements
1. Assisted Suicide Position Statement – Final – Jamie has not sent the citations for the quotes in the draft statement so we cannot finalize the wording, yet.  Daniese has a few specific changes to send to the Committee to consider at the next meeting.
II. Strategic Planning – Update – The Members received copies of the draft Plan that was put out for Public Comment, the same Plan in a revised format (sideways), the 4 public comments that we have received, and the final report from Karen Bell concerning the outcomes of the Retreats.  Some edits will be made to the Draft Plan based on the Public Comment.  These are edits that do not change the Draft Plan substantially but makes it more succinct.  The DDC will vote on the Draft Plan at the July 13th meeting to make it final.
III. Supported Decision-Making – Update – The final report to Quality Trust.  This ends the grant for this year.  We are still waiting to hear about S.B. #230.
IV. Self-Advocacy – Discussion of Future of Grant – The Members discussed the possibility of contracting with a mentor to support self-advocacy organizations rather than granting directly with the self-advocacy organization to enable the organization to take the next step in their business plan.  The motion was made to make this change for this grant and to increase the grant amount to $10,000.  All approved and Barb and Bill recused themselves from the discussion and vote.  This will be sent to the full DDC for discussion and vote.
V. Partners in Policymaking 2016 – Daniese gave a report on this past weekend’s class.  Only 2 Councils showed to present, the SCPD and ADAPT.  It is very unusual for there to be so few Councils present.  The 2 reps took the time and discussed what they are all about to the Partners participants.
VI. Jr. Partners in Policymaking 2017 – The 2017 class will take place the week of June 18th at Delaware State University in Dover.  Jamie Wolfe is the coordinator and is working out the details for the program.  Recruitment for participants have already begun and will include outreach to schools in September.  We will send out the application and brochure very soon for sharing.
VII. Other Business From the Group – Terri has been asked to serve on The Alliance for Citizen Directed Supports which is chaired by Nancy Weiss.  They will begin meeting in the near future.  Terri will keep us informed of the progress.
VIII. Next Meeting Date – The next meeting will on July 11th at 2:00 at Terri Hancharick’s house.
IX. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned by 10:30 a.m.
