
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 
 

Delaware Board of Well Drillers Meeting 
              Minutes of September 13, 2016 

 
 
Alan Pongratz called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. on September 13, 2016 in the DNREC 
Lab Conference room.  Members in attendance: Ira Brittingham, John McFarland, Alan 
Pongratz, Mike Daisey, Steve McCreary and Eric Sackett.  
A motion was made by Ira Brittingham to accept the July 12, 2016 minutes. The August meeting 
was cancelled due to lack of business.   The motion was seconded by Eric Sackett and carried 
with no opposition.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• Industry Concerns:  Mike Daisey expressed his concern of an instance where a client 
questioned him about the Delaware electrical code and its affiliation with Delaware 
licensed well drillers and pump installers. Namely, the electrical lines and connections 
from the pressure switch to the pump, and who has jurisdiction to do this phase of work. 
Discussion took place and issue remains unresolved. 

 
 

• The Board reviewed and discussed the following application for new license with 
recommendations as follows: 
 

 Joshua Leavitt – Ameridrill applied for a geotechnical license.  The board 
found the application incomplete and recommended returning it for 
revision.  John McFarland made the motion. And the motion was 
seconded by Eric Sackett. 

 
 Michael Parell – S.E.T applied for a well driller license.  The board found 

the application incomplete and recommended returning it for revision.  Ira 
Brittingham made the motion and the motion was seconded by Mike 
Daisey.   

 
• Training Approval:  Alan Pongratz made the motion to approve the Basic Water 

Systems Training for Goulds Water Technology for 4 credit hours.  The motion was 
seconded by Eric Sackett and carried with no opposition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS: 
 
• 2016 WWLB Fall Seminar:  John McFarland stated there was no change to the agenda 

for the fall seminar.  Steve Mcreary stated that Dave Wentz could fill in if needed. 
 
• Well Permit Fee Increase Support Letter:  Mike Daisey asked Alan Pongratz about the 

fee support letter that the Board had addressed to Secretary Small. Alan stated the letter 
of support had been submitted to the Secretary’s office to accompany the fee package, 
however, the fee package was not introduced in the previous legislative session.  
 
 

 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:   

  
• Well Regulations:  Alan Pongratz introduced the new Water Well Regulations that went 

into effect on September 11, 2016.  An “Important Notice to Contractors” memo will be 
sent out to all Delaware licensed water well contractors and pump installers notifying 
them of the process leading to promulgation, and the link to the site where they reside.  
Alan also stated that a hard copy of the Regulations will be sent by mail in the near 
future. 

 
• Violation Updates: Continue discussion of the possible abuse of “emergency well 

permits.”  The Board discussed the definition and intent as noted in the Regulations 
Governing the Construction and Use of Wells.  Alan Pongratz reported that a high rate of 
emergency permit applications have been requested to date.  Following discussion, Alan 
stated that he and his staff will continue to monitor their use through site visits and report 
at next month’s meeting.  
 
 

Michael Daisey made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded by Alan Pongratz and 
carried with no opposition.  The meeting adjourned at 11:07 am. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Lori Foraker, Licensing Coordinator                                             Date 
 
 
Alan Pongratz, Licensing Board Secretary, Acting Chairman      Date                                        
 


