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Agenda Item 1.  Welcome  
Acting Chairman Wes Townsend called the meeting to order 
at 6:00 PM and welcomed everyone. 
 
Agenda Item 2.  Approval of 09/13/16 Meeting Minutes 
A motion carried and the May meeting minutes were 
approved.    
 
Agenda Item 3.  Adding New Awards to the Sportfishing 
Tournament – Bruce Cole, Environmental Scientist, gave a 
presentation on the annual Sportfishing Tournament and 
upcoming changes to the program, which include the addition 
of Cobia as an eligible tournament species in January 2017.  
Other options under consideration include adding Snakehead 
to the tournament with special requirements to dispatch the 
catch consistent with law, changing the award for a citation 
fish from a patch to a lapel pin, and developing an Elite 
Angler award.  Elite Anglers would be awarded a special 
plaque for achieving five citations for five different species 
within a year. The Council moved that the Division should 
further investigate switching from patches to the lapel pins and 
add   the Elite Angler designation to the Sportfishing 
Tournament.  A follow-up is scheduled for the next Council 
meeting. 
 
Agenda Item 4.  Mid Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (MAFMC) October Meeting Updates – Stew 
Michels, Fisheries Program Manager, provided an update 
on relevant MAFMC actions from the October meeting. The 
MAFMC voted against including River Herring and Shad as 
‘stocks in the fishery’ for the Atlantic Mackerel, Squid and 
Butterfish Fisheries Management Plan (FMP).  MAFMC 
reviewed the Spiny Dogfish specifications for 2016-2018 and 
decided that no changes were warranted.  New Jersey put in a 
request for its 13 artificial reef sites in federal waters to be 
declared a Special Management Zone (SMZ).  The MAFMC 
asked for more public input on the SMZ through public 
hearings and will review the request in December. The 
MAFMC designated Habitats of Particular Concern for several 
species, including Sandbar Shark, Sand Tiger Shark, Lemon 
Shark and Bluefin Tuna, in accordance with Amendment 10 to 
the Highly Migratory Species FMP.  The MAFMC is 
accepting written comment on these designated habitats 
through December 22, 2016. 
 

Agenda Item 5.   Regulatory Update – Stew Michels, 
Fisheries Program Manager,  indicated that the Start Action 
Notice has been approved to initiate Striped Bass regulation 
changes to align the regulation with the change in State law 
regarding commercial fishery tagging timing;   clarify that 
recreational anglers are not required to tag striped bass; 
address issues related to commercial fishery lost tag reporting 
and application of weigh station tags; and formally adopt into 
regulation the Emergency Order provisions eliminating the 
unintended  imposition of the recreational slot size limit on the 
commercial hook and line and fall gill net fisheries.  The 
Striped Bass regulation public hearing is scheduled for 
October 24, 2016 at 6PM in the DNREC auditorium.  Other 
proposed regulation changes  under development include 
alignment of the commercial fishing apprenticeship program 
with recently enacted HB 341;  allowance for the removal of 
fins from Smoothhound if they comprise >25% of the fish 
retained on a vessel to comply with the Coastal Sharks FMP; 
and  lobster pot escape vent requirements for compliance with 
the Jonah crab FMP.  
 
Agenda Item 6. Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC) update – Mr. John Clark, Fisheries 
Administrator, provided a preview of management board 
meetings relevant to Delaware for the upcoming ASMFC 
annual meeting.  The ASMFC will be developing a Cobia 
FMP and could set regulations for Cobia for the 2018 season. 
Specifications will likely be forthcoming on Coastal sharks 
and Spiny Dogfish for the 2017/2018 season.  The Atlantic 
Menhaden Total Allowable Catch may be increased up to 10% 
for 2017 at the October meeting.  The 2016 Striped Bass 
assessment update is expected at the October meeting.   The 
Lobster Board is considering a number of management 
options for the severely depleted Southern New England 
stock, which includes Delaware.  Additionally, a Jonah Crab 
draft Addendum II, which will address claw harvest, will be 
discussed.  The Red Drum benchmark assessment shows that 
this species is currently being overfished, but an alternate 
assessment with more realistic assumptions shows that 
overfishing is not occurring.  Tautog will be undergoing 
regional management and reductions are expected in the 
Delmarva region due to the stock being  overfished.  Black 
Sea Bass landings exceeded the 2016 Total Allowable Catch 
and may require harvest reductions in 2017.   
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Agenda Item 7. Recreational Striped Bass Size Limits – 
Slot vs. Minimum Length – Mr. John Clark, Fisheries 
Administrator, presented recreational Striped Bass size limit 
alternatives to the current slot size limits for the Council to 
consider.  The first option, a single fish possession limit at 28” 
or larger, could be implemented without additional review and 
approval from ASMFC because this option was approved in 
Addendum IV.  This would result in an expected 33% 
reduction, exceeding the required 25% reduction.  Two other 
options include a two fish possession limit: the first would 
have a minimum size of 33” with no summer slot season; the 
second would have  a minimum size of 37” while keeping the 
current summer slot season.  Either of these two options would 
have to be reviewed and approved by ASMFC before the 
Delaware regulatory process could begin to implement the 
change.  The Council expressed interest in getting feedback 
from the public before going to ASMFC.  The issue will be 
discussed again at the next meeting.   
 
Agenda Item 8.  Sheepshead – Is it time for Delaware limit 
harvest? – Mr. John Clark, Fisheries Administrator, stated 
that there are no longer federal regulations in place for 
Sheepshead, so he would contact the South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council to try to find out why they opted to stop 
managing Sheepshead and report back at the next meeting.  
 
Agenda Item 9.  Revocation of commercial fishing permits 
for habitual offenders – Mr. David Saveikis – Director of 
Fish & Wildlife, described, at Council’s previous request, the 
criteria for revocation of a commercial fishing license. There 
are two scenarios for license revocation for finfish violations.  
The first would be at the discretion of the Director for failure 
to file monthly reports.  The second would involve a 

recommendation from the Council to the Department after the 
commercial waterman is convicted of three or more 7 
Delaware Code Chapter 9 violations in one year.  This issue 
will be further discussed at the next meeting.  
 
Agenda Item 10. Director’s Update – Mr. David Saveikis, 
Director of Fish & Wildlife, reminded the Council that the 
Joint Sunset Committee review and approval of the Tidal 
Finfish Advisory Council by the General Assembly in 2015  
included a requirement that the Council submit an annual 
report of its activities to the General Assembly by the 
following January 1.  The annual report will be discussed and 
acted upon at the next Council meeting.  The Director also 
introduced Drew Aydelotte to the Council as the new Chief of 
Enforcement for the Division of Fish & Wildlife.   
 
Agenda Items for 11/16/16 Meeting 

1. Annual Report to General Assembly 
2. Elite Anglers Award 
3. ASMFC Fall Meeting Update 
4. Revocation of commercial harvesting licenses for 

habitual offenders 
5. Striped Bass follow up 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7: 38 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Leslie Reese 
Recording Secretary   

 


