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STATE OF DELAWARE
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Minutes of the Meeting Held

February 6, 2007
The Delaware Harness Racing Commission’s Rules Committee met for a meeting at Delaware Department of Agriculture, Dover, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, February 6, 2007.

Committee Members Present

	James Boese, General Manager, Harrington Raceway
	Hugh J. Gallagher, DDA, Administrator, DHRC

	Karen Craft, Facilities Manager, Harrington Raceway
	Charles Lockhart, V.P. Harness Racing Dover Downs

	Salvatore DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA
	Jo-Ann Price, Paralegal, DHRC

	John Hensley, Sr. Director of Horse Racing, Dover Downs
	Judy Davis-Wilson, Executive Director, DSBF

	George Staats, DHRC Commissioner
	


Absent

	Kimberly A. Wilson, Deputy Attorney General

	Beth Steele, Chairman


Others Present

	Scott Egger, Presiding Judge

	Jay Baldwin, D.V.M., Bleeder Medication Vet


Call to Order/Welcome

Acting Chairman Gallagher called the public session to order at 10:20 a.m., and welcomed those in attendance.  

Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Staats moved to approve the Minutes of January 16, 2007 as written, Mr. DiMario seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
Discussion Items
· Proposed Changes to Rule 3.4:  The proposed language was discussed.  This will be suggested for inclusion in the rule making process at next week’s Commission meeting.
· 3.4.1.1:  It was agreed to delete “a heat or dash” and replace with “race”, and Mr. DiMario suggested deleting “on the racetrack at the time designated by the Presiding Judge to be”.  It was also agreed to delete “that all horses in heat or race parade from the paddock upon the track and before the grandstand not later than five (5) minutes before Post Time; and that drivers not engage in conversation during the post parade.” and replace with “Ensure that all horses entered in the race are formed in a parade line and are on the racetrack at the time designated by the Presiding Judge, and such horses are attended by their drivers unless specifically excused by the Paddock Judge”.  All other changes were accepted as proposed.
· Add Language to Breaking Rule: It was agreed to add some language to our breaking rule (7.6.13.20) similar to USTA’s Rule 18, Section 22.  
· Add to Index:  “Talking” will be added to our Index.  
· Discussion of Rule 4:  
· 4.2.2.4:  Add a capital “A” to “association”, 

· 4.3.3.3:  There’s no longer a negative for a photo finish; delete “from a negative”
· 4.3.3.5:  Change to “recording” system.
· 4.3.4.2:  Instead of every year, Mr. DiMario suggested incorporating the USTA approved change to its Rule 24, Section 3, which would require certified track measurements be provided only upon the request of the Commission. 

· 4.3.7.2:  Delete in its entirety.  

· 4.3.11:  Barns – Rename to receiving area(s); take out 4.3.11.3 and renumber.
· 4.3.13:  Weather Equipment:  Mr. Lockhart felt using windchill is misleading from the public’s point of view, as it only affects racing in the winter.  Mr. Egger commented that every horse is different and some go faster on sloppy tracks.  Mr. Hensley said it has to be a function of track and wind conditions.  Other comments made:  The Judges are watching the races; they should have the discretion to determine allowances.  The only groups affected are the maidens.  To present intentionally misleading information to the public is the wrong thing to do.  Mr. Lockhart added it would be fairer to the public if we went with temperature and not wind chill.  Mr. Egger said then the wind chill dies, and the temperature changes, due to the Weather channel.  The temperature changes every race.  Mr. DiMario claimed many horses tend to bleed on a colder night, and temperature has some impact.  Mr. Lockhart interprets the rule differently than it’s been applied and asked if the judges have the latitude to use a stricter interpretation.  Mr. Egger said he always consults with people on the driver’s committee - every few races.  If wind chill is in there, he will use it.  It was decided to not revise this section.
· 4.4.1.2:  Commission issues licenses now. Delete “of issuing credentials or passes”

· 4.4.1.4:  Change to “receiving and paddock areas”.  

· 4.4.2.2:  Change to “No person shall smoke in the receiving area, paddock”, etc.  
Action Items for Next Meeting

Review DHRC Rule 5.
Upcoming Meetings
Rules Committee
March 6, April 3, 2007
10:15 a.m. DDA – Secretary’s Conference Rm.
DHRC 

March 13, 2007
10:15 a.m. Dover Downs – Festival Buffet Rm. B

Adjournment

At 11:40 a.m., having no further business, Ms. Craft moved to adjourn, Ms. Wilson seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
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