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MEMBERS PRESENT   

Michael T. Szymanski, Chairman, Presiding
Laurence R. McBride, Vice-Chairman, Professional Member

Roy B. Kemp III, Secretary, Professional Member

Elton M. Murray, Professional Member

Victor Kennedy, Public Member

Frank Szczuka, Public Member
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
Frederick Schranck, Deputy Attorney General

Kay Warren, Deputy Director, Division of Professional Regulation

Peggy A. Foreit, Administrative Specialist II

OTHERS PRESENT
Gary Powers, PLS
CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Szymanski called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.   
BACKGROUND
Mr. Schranck submitted a draft of the proposed changes to the Rules and Regulations.  

Mr. Schranck further stated that under Title 24, Chapter 27, one of the qualifications for licensure is that the applicant shall submit evidence that the applicant during each renewal period "shall be required to submit on a board approved form his/her professional development hours obtained in the period defined in Section 10.1 of these rules."  Recent improvements in computer services at the Department of State make the online renewal process a viable option. Nonetheless, the current regulations also call for sending in paper records concerning continuing education. The proposed regulation would permit online license renewals, and as part of that improvement would keep the paper filing alternative in place. However, the new regulation would also permit licensees to note in their online filings that they met the continuing education requirement, while also being responsible to maintaining adequate records to confirm their compliance with that requirement during the periodic random audit process. The Board's authority to promulgate rules and regulations implementing or clarifying specific sections of Chapter 27 is set forth in 24 Del. C. §2702(a)(1). The specific mandate for this rule is set forth in 24 Del. C. §2706(b). The proposed regulation specifically identifies changes related to the practice of professional land surveyors. 
SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE AND INFORMATION SUBMITTED
Mr. Schranck asked if any written comments had been received by the board office.  Ms. Foreit stated that no comments had been received by the board office as of March 15th, 2007. 
Mr. Schranck entered into evidence a draft copy of the rules and regulations which were published in the Delaware Register of Regulations in February, 2007 (Vol. 10) as well as the copies of the news publications for the Delaware State News and the News Journal which were published more than 20 days prior to hearing.
FINDINGS OF FACT FOR EVIDENCE SUBMITTED 
The Board carefully reviewed and considered the proposed regulation. It provides for an improved optional method for licensees to meet their reporting and renewal obligations to the Board, while preserving the Board's ability to audit the licensees appropriately for their actual compliance with the continuing education requirements. 

PUBLIC COMMENT
No public comment was received at the March 15, 2007 hearing. 
DECISION AND EFFECTIVE DATE
The Board finds that adopting these rules and regulation changes as proposed is in the best interest of the citizens of the State of Delaware and are necessary to protect the health and safety of the general public.
A motion was made by Mr. Murray, seconded by Mr. Szymanski to adopt the proposed rules and regulations.  The motion was unanimously carried.

The Board hereby adopts the changes to Regulation 2700 to be effective 10 days following publication of this order in the Register of Regulations.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. McBride, to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 a.m. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy A. Foreit
Peggy A. Foreit
Administrative Specialist II
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