COUNCIL ON POLICE TRAINING

MEETING MINUTES

July 24, 2007


       The Council on Police Training meeting was held at 0900 hours on 

Tuesday, July 24, 2007 at the Delaware State Police Academy, 

Conference Room, Route 13, and Dover, Delaware.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Capt. Ralph H. Davis III         DSP
Major Harry Downes

DSP
Sgt. Laura O’Sullivan             New Castle County PD

Capt. Nancy Dietz
            Wilmington PD

Chief Jeffrey Horvath 
            Dover PD


Capt. Elwood Williams
Newark PD

Mr. George C. Wright

De League of Local Government

Martin Johnson

DPCC

Chief Richard Baldwin
Smyrna PD

DAG Michael Tupman
DOJ
Timothy P Mullaney

DOJ
GUESTS

Sgt. William Kent 
            Dover PD

Lt. Tom Rahmer
  
University of Delaware PD
Capt. John Horsman

Capitol PD

July 24, 2007

9:00 a.m.

Delaware State Police

Academy

Route 13, Dover, Delaware

· Meeting called to Order at 9:15 by Capt. Ralph Davis.  Chairman Richard Carmean could not attend.
· Motion made by Capt. Dietz to approve the minutes of the April 17, 2007 COPT meeting.
Seconded by Chief Horvath.

Approved.


CERTIFICATIONS

· Motion made by George Wright to approve the certification of the 32nd New Castle County Academy Class.

Seconded by Chief Richard Baldwin.

Approved.
· Motion made by Chief Jeffrey Horvath to approve the certification of Joanne Ketler, Dagsboro PD.

Seconded by Capt. Dietz.


Approved.

· Motion made by Capt. Elwood Williams to approve PO Robert Beighly, Newark PD as a Certified Defensive Tactics instructor.

Seconded by Chief Horvath.

Approved.

· Motion made by Capt. Dietz to approve Cpl. David Naar, Dewey Beach PD, as a Certified Firearms instructor.

Seconded by George Wright.

Approved. 
· Motion made by Chief Richard Baldwin to approve Cpl. Thomas DeVore, Capitol PD, as a Certified Firearms instructor.

Seconded by George Wright.

Approved.


DECERTIFICATIONS

· Motion made by Chief Horvath to decertify Walter Johnson,
Ocean View PD.
Seconded by Capt. Dietz.

Approved.

· Motion made by George Wright to decertify Kevin Hovatter, Laurel PD.


Seconded by Chief Horvath.


Approved.

· On July 10th the COPT received a letter from Barbara Conley, DSP, requesting a hearing.  Dr. Dean Betts, Chief Horvath, and Capt. Matt Jamison will be on the hearing committee.
OLD BUSINESS

· Capt. Davis presented a request for an increase in COPT Funds to Chairman Carmean and he has not gotten back with the Capt. 
· The request to amend the CoPT manual to include Electronic Control Device (ECD) Training was tabled by Capt. Davis so members have more time to research.

· Mike Tupman stated the Legislation to delete section 8404A(4) was withdrawn and will be revisited in the next session.
This amendment will make clear that de-certification hearings before the CoPT are not subject to the case decision requirements of the Administrative Procedures Act, 20 Del. C. Ch. 101.

NEW BUSINESS

· According to the legislature the Department of Justice Investigators now fall under COPT Regulations.  They will currently be grandfathered but in the future will have to follow all COPT regulations.  They will be assigned COPT numbers.
· Ron Stoner, attorney for Richard Alexander, had requested that any courses Mr. Alexander took at the DSP academy be credited to him if he wishes to attend another police academy in the future.  Chief Horvath made a motion that the Council denies his petition.  

Seconded by Major Downes.


Approved.

George Wright requests that the minutes show that he abstained from voting on this motion.

· Capt. Davis requests the CoPT grant him the authority to allow an individual who has met all CoPT requirements to begin conducting duties as a certified officer until he/she can be brought before the Council for their approval.
Chief Horvath made a motion to provide Capt. Davis with provisional authority for temporary certification.

Seconded by Capt. Dietz.

Approved.

· Capt. Dietz brought before the Council the question of allowing a Nigerian police officer from a sister city to attend a Delaware Academy.  According to the CoPT standards any one wishing to attend a Delaware Academy needs to be employed by a law enforcement agency in Delaware and be a US citizen.
· Martin Johnson brought up a concern about training officers to assist them in identifying symptoms of mental health, mental disabilities and/or physical disabilities.  Capt. Davis said he spoke with Representative Williams, and Representative Williams stated that all the academies were meeting the requirements for this new legislation.

· Chief Horvath brought up a question concerning hearing standards.  The CoPT manual does not state any requirements for hearing standards like it does for sight.  The council was in agreement that this needs to be addressed.
· Chief Horvath brought up a question concerning tattoos.  It was decided that each department can make their own rules.  Capt. Dietz was going to send their policy to Chief Horvath so he can develop a standard for their hiring process.

Mike Tupman says that tattoos are not covered under the Freedom of Speech Act.  Each department has a policy regarding personal appearance and a department can state that tattoos would need to be covered during the course of their workday.
· Capt. Davis asked for a motion to adjourn.

Chief Horvath made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Seconded by Capt. Dietz.

Approved.

· The next meeting will be held on Tuesday October 16, 2007.
