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Child Protection Accountability Commission 
Training Committee 

October 13, 2017 
Office of the Child Advocate, 900 King Street, Wilmington, DE 19801 

 3rd Floor Conference Room 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

In Attendance:  
 
Jessica Begley   Office of the Child Advocate 
Megan Caudell  Office of the Child Advocate 
Patricia Kwetkauskie  Domestic Violence Coordinating Council  
Rosie Morales   Office of the Child Advocate 
Rachael Neff   Family Court of Delaware 
Anne Pedrick   Child Death Review Commission 
Courtney Rapone  Child Death Review Commission 
Kellie Turner   Prevent Child Abuse Delaware  
 
 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
Rosie Morales opened the meeting and welcomed attendees. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes 
The last meeting was held on June 9, 2017. The meeting minutes were 
approved. A motion was made by Megan Caudell to approve the minutes, and 
Anne Pedrick seconded the motion. All others were in favor. The motion 
carried. 
 

III. Protecting Delaware’s Children Fund 
Ms. Morales reported that the fund balance is currently $16,196. During the 
last quarter, $5,000 and $4,900 were paid to Clear Channel and Beasley 
Media Group, respectively, for the April campaign activities. Ms. Morales 
also mentioned that there were no funding requests during the last quarter. 

 
IV. Workgroup Reports 

 
a. CAN Best Practices 

Ms. Morales announced that the workgroup developed a training on the 
new Memorandum of Understanding. A train-the-trainer session will be 
offered in each county.  
 

b. Cross Education 
Ms. Begley reported that the Domestic Violence Coordinating Council’s 
(DVCC) 101 presentation is undergoing a final review, and the online 
module will be developed in January. 
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c. De-escalation of Life Support 
Ms. Morales reported on behalf of Molly Shaw, Esq., who was unable to 
attend the meeting. The workgroup met in June to begin outlining the 
process of filing a motion and guidelines for communication between 
involved parties and the courts.   
 

d. Mandatory Reporting 
Ms. Begley reported that 500 educators received the on-site mandatory 
reporting training, and approximately 5,000 educators have completed the 
online training. This is a reduction from last year, which may be due to 
recent changes in legislation regarding child abuse and child safety 
training for public school employees. In addition, there were 3 onsite 
training sessions for general audiences, with a total of 58 professionals 
trained.   
 
Senate Bill 102 was discussed. The bill requires educational programming 
related to child abuse and child safety awareness. Mandatory reporting and 
Stewards of Children are already available to public school employees. 
Additional programs will be developed by the Mandatory Reporting 
Workgroup. In addition, Kellie Turner discussed the personal safety 
program offered by Prevent Child Abuse Delaware (PCAD). PCAD has 
been providing training to schools in Delaware on this topic for the past 25 
years. The curriculum for 1st and 2nd graders was recently revamped. 
Similar updates are needed for the curriculum for 3rd and 4th graders, and a 
curriculum will need to be created for 5th and 6th graders. The legislation 
also requires that the information be made available to parents. The impact 
of this legislation will be discussed further in a workgroup under the 
CPAC Education Committee.  
 

e. MDT/ChildFirst™ 
Ms. Morales announced that Delaware will host the Multidisciplinary 
Team (MDT) Training and CornerHouse On-Site Forensic Interview 
Course on December 11-15, 2017. The 5-day course is designed for DFS, 
DOJ and law enforcement. MDT members are encouraged to apply early, 
as space is limited.   
 

f. MDT Case Review  
Ms. Morales provided an update on behalf of Jen Perry, who was unable 
to attend the meeting. Ms. Morales reported that the workgroup is charged 
with improving and expanding the case review process at the Children’s 
Advocacy Center (CAC). The current process is inefficient and does not 
include cases that do not come to the CAC. 
 

g. Protecting Delaware’s Children Conference 
Megan Caudell announced that Dover Downs has tentatively held April 2-
3, 2019 for the next conference. After some discussion, the Committee 
agreed that a one-day conference would be appropriate given the past 
funding issues. As a result, April 2nd was selected as the next conference 
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date. The workgroup is considering including the MDT track in the 
general conference instead of offering it on a separate day. The workgroup 
may also look into attracting corporate sponsors to cover the cost of the 
keynote and breakout session speakers. 
 

V. Other Training Updates 
 All Babies Cry 

Anne Pedrick announced that the Wilmington Police Department received 
unsafe sleep training in September. Training has also been provided to the 
Delaware Adolescent Program. Also, a Cribs for Kids training will be held 
next Friday.  
 
Ms. Pedrick also shared that the All Babies Cry program is planning to 
resubmit for the next cycle of the grant. Data from the mobile application 
and video are being analyzed in preparation for the grant application. In 
addition, the program wants to increase 6-week follow-up calls and the 
number of fathers that complete the program evaluation. 
 

 CASA Program 
Megan Caudell reported that 14 new CASA volunteers were trained, with 
a large number coming from New Castle County. Another training is 
scheduled for Kent/Sussex in November. 
 

 DVCC 
Pat Kwetkauskie announced that there will be a statewide training for law 
enforcement at Polytech on November 6, 2017. The event is sold out.  
 
Ms. Kwetkauskie also shared various activities that are going on to 
promote Domestic Violence Awareness Month, such as lighting the Carvel 
Building in purple and providing training and/or information tables at 
schools and organizations throughout the state.  
 

 Family Court 
Rachael Neff reported that in August there was a statewide training on 
implementation of normalcy standards and ensuring compliance with the 
Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act. In addition, 
the Family Court is hosting internal training under the Court Improvement 
Project (CIP). Training topics will include permanency options and the 
Indian Child Welfare Act. Finally, Ms. Neff stated that planning is 
underway for the Judges’ Retreat which will be held in May.  
 

VI. Next Meeting  
The next meeting is Friday, January 12, 2017.  
 

VII. Public Comment 
There was no public comment. The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  
 


