DELAWARE COMMISSION OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

MEETING MINUTES

JULY 19, 2011
Members Present: Thompson, Lardizzone, Carroll, Evans, Goss, Harden, Keithley, Kitson, Lank,  Newstadt, Sarg, Wasson and Weir

Members Excused: Corsa
Staff Present: Davila and Peterson
Introduction of Guest(s): Lydia Prigg and Lauren Pierce (Governors Office), Charles M. Dorman (VAMC Director), Bill McMullen (AF Sergeants Association), Bettylou Evans (American Legion), Mike Rowe (LP Lo-DEL), Allen Smith (Sussex County Vet Center) and Ann Marie Reed (DOL)
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to our Nation’s Flag.

Chairman opened the meeting by introducing the guests.
Mr. McMullen reported he would attend their National Convention in San Antonio, TX.

Mrs. Evans reported she attended the American Legion Convention and it was the largest in over 25 years. 

Mr. Rowe discussed an upcoming fundraiser event and reported that he has been very busy with transporting veterans.

Mr. Smith handed out an information pamphlet and discussed services offered and indicated that they will be moving to a permanent facility in a few months.
Mr. Dorman reported on the budget and current and future construction projects. He talked about the new medical vehicles and said they should be in operation before the end of this fiscal year. 
Ms. Prigg discussed the need for diversity on the Commission and there was discussion among the group.   
Ms. Reed reported she attended the National DAV Conference and spoke about e-benefits. 

Mr. Peterson provided a monthly report for the Veterans Home.  He discussed an article in the newspaper and proposed modifications to the Home to help keep the residents safer and will allow them to enjoy their environment more.  He also requested the Commission consider allowing the Home to purchase five new gaming systems totaling around 40K as the residents immensely enjoy the one system that is currently in place. A motion was considered, but it was decided that more information was needed and therefore will be provided at the meeting next month. There was discussion about the progress of opening the empty wing. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Chairman Thompson presented a letter requesting a residency waiver for admission into the Delaware Veterans Home.  It was previously presented to the Commission at the June meeting but required additional information.  The Commission voted unanimously to disapprove the waiver request.
MOTION BY HARDEN TO ACCEPT JUNE COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES, SECONDED BY LARDIZZONE, MOTION CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PERSONNEL
Vice Chairman Lardizzone reported that they will be interviewing for the Conservation Technician II position at the Northern Cemetery on July 20, 2011. 
NORTHERN CEMETERY

Commissioner Harden reported on the construction progress at the Northern Cemetery and Mr. Davila elaborated and clarified budget questions. 

SOUTHERN CEMETERY

Commissioner Evans reported on the Family Advisory Cemetery Committee (FACC) meeting at the Southern Cemetery that was held on July 13, 2011. 
HEALTH SERVICES

Mr. Davila spoke about the wing expansion at the Veterans Home.  Mr. Peterson responded to questions about the expansion and type of care that will be provided. 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Vice Chairman Lardizzone reported that they are fighting to obtain the funds for opening the new wing at the Veterans Home. 
ORGANIZATIONAL REPORTS

Carroll (MOPH) – Spoke about the upcoming Purple Heart Trail Monument dedication ceremony at the Welcome Center on I-95. 
Evans (American Legion) – They attended the American Legion Convention. He shared that the Delaware Legionnaire paper was voted number one in the nation again. 
Goss (KWVA) – They are planning their State picnic; which will be held on September 17, 2011, in Dover.
Harden (WAVES) – Reported on their organizational meeting in June and that she attended their financial advisory meeting.  She also plans to attend the MOPH Trail dedication ceremony. 
Lardizzone (DAV) – He attended a seminar at their National Headquarters and will attend the MOPH Trail dedication ceremony.  He will also be picking up a new DAV van when he attends the National Convention in New Orleans, LA.
Newstadt (JWV) – The JWV will reduce the number of meetings due to the diminished number of members.  He plans to attend the Purple Heart Trail dedication and the return ceremony for the National Guard in August. 
Sarg (MOAA) – The MOWW and MOAA are in stand-down mode until September; but will still be doing behind the scenes advocating and lobbying. 
Thompson (MCL) – They will be meeting on the last Saturday of the month.
Wasson (DELVETS) – They had their annual picnic.
Weir (AMVETS) – Spoke about the new Veterans ID card and Mr. Davila provided additional information. 
NEW BUSINESS

ITEMS FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE ORGANIZATION
Mr. Peterson announced that the CMS results came out and they have maintained their five star status. They have taken the facility from being in the bottom half of the lower 30 out of 48 nursing homes; to now being in the top 20 in the state and he hopes to break the top 10 in the next year or so.
Commissioner Newstadt reported on the progress of the Delaware Military Heritage Museum. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
AUGUST 16, 2011 (10:00 AM)

LOCATION:



Robbins Bldg, 802 Silver Lake Blvd, Suite 100






Dover, DE

ADJOURNED
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