
Community Involvement Advisory Council 
Tuesday, July 17, 2018 

9:30 am to 11:30 am  
Smyrna Rest Stop 

Dover, DE 
 

 Meeting Notes 
 

Attendees:  Mr. William Pelham, Dr. Jay Julius, Ms. Leolga Wright, Ms. LaVaida Owens-White, 
Patrick Emory (DNREC), Lisa Myura (DNREC), Mr. Marvin Thomas, Mrs. Pam Meitner, James 
Brunswick, (DNREC) 
 

 
I. Meeting Called to Order at 9:40 am 

 
II. Meeting Protocol Review 

 
III. Review/Approval of Meeting Notes – Mr. Pelham offered a motion to approve June 12 

meeting minutes.  Second – second Dr. Julius.  Motion carries. 
 

IV. DNREC Secretary – Secretary Garvin visited the Council and discussed the following: 
 
A. CIAC Mission – The Secretary discussed the original mission of the Council 

2018 Community Environmental Project Fund – The Secretary discussed upgrades to the 
CEPF program, i.e., How best to utilize the funds?  Looking to move towards a calendar 
where at the end of the fiscal year, calculate the money in the fund and have an outreach to 
communities and others to inform them there is a process to apply for the funds; improved 
consistency of the process and time table that goes into awarding the CEPF.  Second piece is 
the actual work with the communities.  Last session the General Assembly passed the Coastal 
Zone Act, (CZA) conversion permit.  Key things underscored from two separate public input 
sessions were:  14 sites grandfathered under CZA.  Those are the focus of the conversion 
permit.  Key part is there are communities surrounding those 14 locations.  How do we 
engage those communities?  We want to be engaging Communities in a way in which they 
can be involved in our process.  Secretary Garvin is looking to the Council to be involved and 
give suggestions and maybe some outreach in engaging the communities and provide 
guidance to him to better serve those communities. Overall focus is how we best engage in 
environmental justice and communicating and involving those communities.   
 
Council then introduced themselves to the Secretary. 

- Ms. La Vaida Owens-White is from Wilmington and serves on the Mayor’s Health Planning 
Council.  She lives in North Wilmington but engages with various communities and civic 
associations NE and NW of Wilmington. 

 
- Ms. Leolga Write resides in Sussex County in the Oak Orchard area.  She is concerned about 

community outreach public meetings that bring people not involved in an issue to the 
meetings but attend to “jump on the bandwagon”.   



 
- Dr. Jay Julus – McDaniel Heights in Wilmington.  Retired from DuPont and now a professor 

at Wilmington University teaching Environmental Science.  Biggest problem in North 
Wilmington is overdevelopment. 

 
- Mr. Marvin Thomas - retired State government and one of the original members since 

inception.  Lives in Southbridge.  Former President of Civic Association.  Very happy to 
hear the Secretary’s commitment to Environmental Justice.  Community feels a severe lack 
of consideration and concern. Mr. Thomas asked the Secretary to discuss a little more around 
the Public Hearings process.  Secretary Garvin gave a brief review of the Public Hearing 
process.   

 
- Ms. Pam Meitner – retired Environmental Attorney,  the DuPont Company.  Lives in 

Woodbrook.  Teaches environmental issues at Lifelong Learning Center of UD.  Looking at 
demographics in our state and we are pretty much along the lines of rest of U.S.  Driving 
changes in our lifestyle and living circumstances.  Millennials are changing jobs much more 
often.  Not as invested in things like big homes but more into experiences.  She went on to 
say complexion of nation is changing and right to go toward mixed use however still 
struggling with the process. Discussion ensued around the Wilmington waterfront and how 
that vision has worked beneficially for the people of DE.   And further discussion was held 
around the issues in Sussex County with regard to septic systems and underserved 
communities. 

 
- Ms. Meitner addressed sea level rise as it is today in DE.  Not seeing a lot being done.  The 

Secretary talked about climate change and how DNREC has programs and efforts underway 
that include:  renewable energy, reduced fuel emissions and reducing the footprint of what 
energy it takes to procure electricity that runs vehicles.  Secretary Garvin discussed our 
involvement in the Greenhouse Gas Initiative. 

 
- Mr. Pelham – lives in Greenville, DE.  Now an employee of the city of Wilmington as a 

planner with L&I.  Retired private practice and now works with Mr. Thomas on the board on 
Neighborhood House.  He discussed concerns about lack of funding in Grant in Aid 
programs but it seems to be getting better. 

 
B. Community Ombudsman Report 
 CEPF – will follow fiscal year schedule. Working with CFO to revise how we receive 
 our funding to avoid misinterpretations of how much money we have.  James is in 
 process of updating the CEPF website.  Applications will be posted on website with 
 tentative date of September 10 to release applications.  Workshops in October – New 
 Castle and then one for Kent/Sussex.  November 10 deadline for applications.  November 
 26th grant review subcommittee meeting date and our December meeting will be the date 
 when we bring the presenters.  Our recommendations would then go to Secretary in early 
 January.  From there on, we’ll use July 1 as our start date. 



  Friends of Wilmington Parks – provided scholarships to provide students to summer  
  camp and they may be able to re-apply to get the additional funding.  Do we want to  
  fulfill the contract for the grant agreement for this funding cycle or encourage them to  
  come in and apply? Question –  should the money that went to them this year, which  
  they did not receive, be applied to next year’s grant.  Should they submit an application  
  for additional funding?  Funding was never encumbered.  For Friends of  Wilmington,  
  they should get the money they were awarded in FY18.  They can apply for more in this  
 cycle.  Motion to let friends of Wilmington carry their money over. Seconded by La   
 Vaida.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

  Central Habitat for Humanity – received their grant award letter.  No contract but able  
  to go ahead with their project.  Requested $20K for a van and we funded them at 57% but 
  they have another funding source coming in October.  Council agrees they should get  
  their funding.  

  Center for Inland Bays – had money to implement the project they asked for the  
  funding for.  But they have another planting project they would use the funding monies  
  for.  Instead of planting  @20,000 trees to a smaller planting of about 10,000 trees in  
  December.  Council members feel they should reapply vs. use the money from this year.   
  Dr. Julius Motion to give them their money from FY18 cycle.  Motion fails. Ms. Meitner  
  gives Motion to not fund Inland Bays because of a change in their project.  Motion  
  Seconded.  All in favor 5, 1 no.  Motion passes.   

  What is the right thing to do with regard to the three?  We caused the delay in getting  
  them the money to be able to do the project.  Council discussed the three projects above  
  and gave their recommendations, see above.  

 Route 9 Master Plan Open House – Monday, June 25.  Small group discussion and 
 feedback and participation from organizations (see James’ presentation) There were 
 about 65 people that attended.  There were no unanticipated questions from the public.  
 James discussed the data collection and evaluation since September 2016.  
 
 Coastal Zone Convergence Permit Act – RAC met Thursday, July 12.   
  
 Regulatory Advisory Committee (RAC) Appointments – question as to who makes up 
 the membership?  Request that James send out list of members of the RAC. Question was 
 raised as to who is going to do the work of the RAC?  James answered himself and 
 another DNREC employee.  Overall goal is to have the regulations written by November, 
 2019. 
  
C. Open Forum 
 
Lisa will canvass the Council for October and December dates. Must be 9:30 am start. 
D. Adjournment 

a. Motion was made for adjournment at 12:03 pm.  Motion seconded. 


