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Delaware Cemetery Board 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

Held at Delaware Public Archives, Dover, DE 

August 9, 2017, 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 I. Call to Order 

 

Meeting called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Candace Casto, Chief Administrative Officer to the 

Delaware Cemetery Board, in the Board President’s absence. 

 

Members present: 

  

Bruce Ennis (Owner/Operator Representative - Old Drawyers Cemetery) 

Edward Fielding (Public Member Representative) 

Paul White (Owner/Operator Representative – Silverbrook Cemetery and Memorial Park) – called in 

Sarah (Sally) Williams (Public Member Representative) 

Candace Casto, Chief Administrative Officer - Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS),                    

 Division of Public Health (DPH), Health Statistics Center (HSC) 

Paige Schmittinger, Acting Deputy Attorney General (DAG) assigned to DHSS, DPH - Department 

of Justice (while assigned DAG is on leave)  

 

Members absent:  Mark Christian, Chair (Owner/Operator Representative - Executive Director, 

Catholic Cemeteries, Inc.) 

   

Quorum present?  Yes  

 

Attendees:  

 

Casini, Duwayne - Pippin Funeral Home 

Glick, Louis - Lombardy Cemetery 

Golt, Caroline - Pencader Cemetery Association 

Golt, Charles - Pencader Cemetery Association 

Hartman, John - Green Hill Presbyterian Cemetery 

Jarrell, June - Bryn Zion Cemetery 

King, Mary – Riverview Cemetery  

Mace, Samuel – Glenwood/Old Asbury Cemetery 

Ottaviano, Louis – Sharon Hills Memorial Park 

Pippin, Larrimore - Pippin Funeral Home 

Reed, Ethel Melvin - Sharon Hills Memorial Park 

Smith, Jr., Emmett - Mt. Zion UAME Church of Newark 

Strigga, Alan – All Saints & St. George’s Cemetery 

Whitaker, Karen - Public 

Woomer, John - White Clay Creek Cemetery Association 

  

  II. Introduction of Board members, DPH and DOJ staff, and public 
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Bruce Ennis wanted to request that a card be sent to the Mark Christian, Board President, since he 

was absent due to sickness. 

 

Action Required:  Candace Casto will send a card from the Board members to Mark Christian. 

  

 III. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – May 3, 2017 

 

 Regular Minutes 

 

Motion: Candace Casto requested a motion to approve the May 3, 2017 regular minutes.  Bruce 

Ennis made the motion to approve the May 3, 2017 regular minutes as read.  Seconded 

by Edward Fielding.  

 Vote:   Motion carried (4 in favor; 1 absent, 0 opposed).   

 Resolved: Regular minutes from the May 3, 2017 board meeting were approved as read. 

 

Executive Session Minutes – None 

 

IV. Report from the Chief Administrative Officer   
 

The Chief Administrative Officer presented her report to the Board.  The Board accepted the report 

and it will be filed with the minutes. 

 

 V. Unfinished Business 
 

Press Release on Revised Guidelines for Distressed Cemetery Funds – A press release was issued by 

the Division of Public Health on July 18, 2017 on the following changes to the guidelines to increase 

awareness of the financial assistance available. 

 Raise maximum award amount to $15,000. 

 Change the required 100% match to a 50% match.  If someone asks for $10,000, the required 

match would be $5,000 in real dollars and/or the value of volunteer hours. 

 Lower the waiting period before a cemetery can apply for funds again from two years to 

eighteen months from the date of the last receipt of funds. 

 

 VI. New Business 

 
Closeout Report – Bryn Zion Cemetery – The Board accepted the closeout report and Paul White 

commended June Jarrell for her dedication and all the work she did to establish the nonprofit 

organization to maintain the cemetery.  Paul stated he submitted her project to the International 

Cemetery, Cremation and Funeral Association (ICCFA) for a possible story in their magazine.  He 

wanted to give them an example of the hard work and dedication that is being done in our State to 

protect and preserve cemeteries.   
 
Sally Williams asked June if she has more repairs needed and June responded that she has a lot that 

need repairs.  There are many that cannot be read.  Sally explained the process of using 

rubbing/tracing paper to be able to read what is inscribed on the tombstones.  Sally also asked if 

June was aware of Find a Grave website so she can post pictures and June responded that she knows 

about it. 
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Motion: Candace Casto requested a motion to approve the Bryn Zion closeout report.  Paul 

White made the motion to approve the Bryn Zion closeout report as presented.  

Seconded by Bruce Ennis.  

Vote:  Motion carried (4 in favor; 1 absent, 0 opposed).   

Resolved: Bryn Zion closeout report was approved as presented. 

 

Action Required:  Candace Casto will send a thank you letter to June Jarrell. 

 

  VII. Announcements 

 

Next meeting – October 11, 2017 – 10:30 a.m. – Delaware Public Archives, Delaware Room 

 

  VIII. Executive Session - Financial Assistance Application 

 

Lombardy Cemetery – Application for repairing 125 tombstones. 

   

Motion: Candace Casto requested a motion to enter into executive session to discuss the 

financial assistance application for the Lombardy Cemetery.  Paul White made the 

motion to discuss the financial assistance application for the Lombardy Cemetery.  

Seconded by Ed Fielding. 

Vote:   Motion carried (4 in favor; 1 absent; 0 opposed).  

Resolved: The Board unanimously agreed to enter into executive session to discuss the financial 

assistance application for the Lombardy Cemetery. 

 

The Chief Administrative Officer excused the public from the meeting room and the Board met with 

the representative from the Lombardy Cemetery to discuss the application.  After the discussion, the 

Executive Session ended and the Chief Administrative Officer asked the public to return to the room 

so the Board could vote on the application.  Candace Casto explained the application request of 

$15,000 was to repair 125 tombstones.   

 

Motion: Candace Casto requested a motion to approve the financial assistance application from 

the Lombardy Cemetery.  Paul White made the motion to approve the financial 

assistance application from the Lombardy Cemetery.  Seconded by Ed Fielding.    

Vote:   Motion carried (4 in favor; 1 absent, 0 opposed).  

Resolved: The Board unanimously agreed to approve the financial assistance application for 

$15,000 from the Lombardy Cemetery. 

 

   IX. Public Comment 

 

 Larry Pippin, Pippin Funeral Home – He shared his concern that cemeteries located on State property 

are not being maintained.  He gave the example of the old Potter’s Field that Interstate 295 was built 

over.  There are tombstones that are by the side of the road but the area is not being maintained 

properly.  He wanted to know if the State is responsible for maintaining it.  A discussion was held 

about the issue. 

 

Action Required:  Candace Casto will obtain information from Larry Pippin to give to Paige 

Schmittinger, DPH’s Acting Deputy Attorney General, to research and respond with an answer.  

 

Mary King, Riverview Cemetery – The cemetery has 42 acres and they were notified by the 

Department of Correction, Plummer Center, that inmates could no longer mow/maintain the cemetery 
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due to State’s budget shortfall. This will be difficult to add back in their budget.  Ed Fielding asked 

whether they could ask for funds from the Delaware Community Foundation or direct the money for 

the office building renovations towards lawn maintenance.   

 

June Jarrell, Bryn Zion Cemetery, stated that eventually the money they have will run out since they 

don’t have income due to it being an old cemetery. 

 

Candace Casto stated that the State has an Office of Volunteer Services in each county that may be 

able to help.  She can share the website with anyone who is interested. 

 

Sam Mace, Glenwood/Old Asbury Cemetery – He suggested the burial location be included on all 

pages of the death certificate and not just the third page (Burial/Transit Permit copy) so all parties 

could have a copy of the burial location.  A discussion was held and it was stated that 

cemeteries/crematories are required by law to maintain the burial/cremation permit (16 Del. C., c. 31, 

§ 3151 and 3159).  Note:  The original is filed in the Dover Office of Vital Statistics’ vault until the 

records retention period is met and the local registrar copy is filed in each branch office. 

 

Caroline Golt, Pencader Cemetery Association – She asked if she could get a list of documents that 

should be maintained by a cemetery. 

 

X.  Adjournment 

 

   Motion:  Candace Casto requested a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Sally Williams  

        made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Ed Fielding.      

   Vote:   Motion carried (4 in favor; 1 absent, 0 opposed).   

   Resolved: The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.   

 

Submitted by:  Candace Casto, Chief Administrative Officer, Delaware Cemetery Board, DHSS, DPH, HSC  

 


