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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY
MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Thursday, May 31, 2007 at 8:30 a.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware

Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building
MINUTES APPROVED:
June 20, 2007
MEMBERS PRESENT   
Sandra Gulledge, CPA Member, President
Cathel Tanner, PA Member, Secretary
James Zdimal, CPA Member
Douglas Phillips, CPA Member

Sharron Cirillo, PA Member
MEMBERS ABSENT
Joyce Dyer, Public Member

William Fletcher, Attorney Member
Diane Marky, Public Member
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL
James Collins, Director, Division of Professional Regulation
Kay Warren, Deputy Director, Division of Professional Regulation

Abby Adams, Deputy Attorney General

Gayle Melvin, Administrative Specialist III

Gerald Whisman, Information Systems Support Specialist
ALSO PRESENT  

Wesley Johnson, NASBA

Noel Allen, NASBA
Sheri Bango Cavaney, AICPA

Aaron Castels, AICPA

Dana Rubenstein
Jay McManus

Brian Stetina

Robert Edelson

Renee Villano

Kristen Shaw

David Doane

Judith Scarborough

Lisa Hastings

Bernadette Ruf

Kent St. Pierre

Jerry McNesby

Barry Crozier

Kathy Schultz

CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Gulledge called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Presentation Regarding Mobility:  Wesley Johnson, Chair of NASBA and Noel Allen, Esquire

Mr. Johnson, Chair of NASBA, gave a presentation on mobility and substantial equivalency.  He gave the history and the progress.  He spoke about the new provisions to UAA, specifically no, notice, no fee, no escape.  Mr. Johnson spoke about the challenges in Delaware and the importance of mobility for Delaware licensees.  He spoke about how no notice, no fee, no escape provides improved protection of public interest.  He also advised the Board of what NASBA is doing regarding this issue.  In conclusion, he asked the Board to adopt the UAA 150 hours and the mobility provisions.  Mr. Allen next spoke about the legal aspects.  He stated that he was available to answer any legal concerns.
The Board received public comments from Sheri Cavaney of the AICPA, Brian Stetina, CPA, Robert Edelson from Wilmington College, Kristen Shaw, CPA, Dana Rubenstein, Executive Director, Delaware Society of CPAs, David Doane, CPA, Judith Scarborough, CPA, Lisa Hastings, CPA, Bernadete Ruf from Delaware State University, Jerry McNesby from Delaware Technical and Community College, Barry Crozier, CPA, Kathy Schultz, CPA, Jay McManus, PA, Renee Villano, CPA, and Kent St. Pierre from University of Delaware.
Ms. Cavaney stated that the no notice, no fee no escape is like a good neighbor act and is better protection for the public.  She encouraged the Board to consider this issue, especially for better protection of the public.

Mr. Stetina, Ms. Shaw, Mr. Doane, Ms. Scarborough, Ms. Hastings, Mr. Crozier, Ms. Schultz, Mr. McManus and Ms. Villano spoke in support of the draft legislation and encouraged the Board to move forward.

Ms. Rubenstein stated that the Society supports the 150 hour requirement to sit for the exam.  The Society feels that it is not only a benefit to the public, but also to the students.  Licensees are having problems obtaining a license in another state.  This draft legislation would remedy the problem. 

Mr. McNesby and Mr. St. Pierre expressed their opposition to the draft legislation requiring 150 hours to sit for the exam.  Mr. Edelson expressed a mild dislike for the proposed legislation.  Ms. Ruf expressed her opposition to the 150 hour requirement to sit for the exam, but was not opposed to the 150 hour requirement for licensure.

Review of Draft Legislation from the Delaware Society of CPAs

Board members had reviewed the draft legislation from the Delaware Society of CPAs.  Board members had also received legal comments on the draft legislation from Ms. Adams.

After discussing this draft legislation, Ms. Gulledge made a motion, seconded by Mr. Cirillo that the Board agrees in the concept of the goal of mobility of CPA licensure.  The Board’s position is that candidates should be eligible to sit for the CPA exam after 120 hours of education and a degree, but would need 150 hours of education and one year of applicable experience for licensure.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
OTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD (for discussion only)
There was no other business before the Board.
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no other public comment. 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 20, 2007 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.
ADJOURNMENT
Ms. Cirillo made a motion, seconded by Mr. Phillips to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried.  The meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Gayle L. Melvin
Administrative Specialist III






