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STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DELAWARE HARNESS RACING COMMISSION
2320 SOUTH DUPONT HIGHWAY
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

TELEPHONE: {302) 698 - 4599
FaAx: (302) 697 - 4748




Minutes of the Meeting Held

June 20, 2007

The Delaware Harness Racing Commission’s Rules Committee met for a meeting at Delaware Department of Agriculture, Dover, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, June 20, 2007.

Committee Members Present

	Beth Steele, Chairman
	Hugh J. Gallagher, DDA, Administrator, DHRC

	Karen Craft, Harrington Raceway 
	Charles Lockhart, V.P. Harness Racing Dover Downs

	Salvatore DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA 
	Jo-Ann Price, Paralegal, DHRC

	John Hensley, Sr. Dir. Horse Racing, Dover Downs
	


                        Absent



                          Others Present
	Judy Davis-Wilson, Executive Director, DSBF
	Scott Egger, Presiding Judge

	
	George Staats, Commissioner


Call to Order/Welcome  Chairman Steele called the public session to order at 10:29 a.m., and welcomed those in attendance.  

Approval of Minutes Mr. Lockhart mentioned that Ms. Davis-Wilson was not present at the last meeting. With that correction made, Mr. Hensley moved to approve the Minutes of May 9, 2007 as amended, Mr. Gallagher seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  

Discussion Items

Discussion of DHRC Rules 6 and 7 Messrs. Lockhart and Hensley were in charge of the review for these rules. 
6.1.1 There are no schooling or matinee races; eliminate 6.1.1.4 & 6.1.1.5.
6.2.1.2 Eliminate “At extended meetings” and last sentence in its entirety.  
6.2.1.4 In first sentence, replace “in” with “on” and eliminate the word “books.”
6.2.1.5.2 After discussion, it was decided to leave it unchanged.
6.2.2.1.7 There is no rule that allows you to drop x amt. of classes, nothing says if a horse is not good enough. Eliminate in its entirety.
6.2.2.6 Add the word “or” after “Records.”
6.2.2.7.2 This only becomes an issue when the horse’s year (age) changes. Add “and eligibility” after “age allowances.” Mr. Hensley offered that the policy is that if a horse is a 3yo and turning 4, they still allow it.
6.3.1.2 Delete “if sexes are mixed” in third sentence. 
6.3.1.8 The time listed should be changed to “noon.” Submit as rule change.
6.3.1.9 Mr. Lockhart explained that Dover Downs may sometimes exclude people from their property as private property owners. This gives them the authority to do that if they claim a horse. Dover Downs will not let them participate. Change “shall be allowed access” to “may be allowed access.”
6.3.1.10 Change certificates to expire in 30 days, instead of at end of race meet..
6.3.2.3 There was discussion re: the practical application of “conspiracy.” It is conspiracy if both husband and wife put in to claim a horse, or one guy wants to claim a horse and tells several owners he wants to claim? Mr. Egger would not permit. Several actual instances where discussed. Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Egger will work on language for prohibitions to clarify this intention for trainers and authorized agents and will present at the next meeting for further discussion.
6.3.2.8 Delete “person”; change to “no one shall enter a claim on more …”
6.3.3.1 Delete last sentence.
6.3.3.1.4 Mr. Lockhart will give Ms. Price a copy of his proposed language. Certified checks can be replicated – need to protect tracks.
6.3.3.13 The trainer is not released from liability until the chemist says the horse’s test has cleared. Mr. Gallagher wants to make sure the trainer who entered the horse is responsible. In Mr. Gallagher’s Memo with proposed language, delete “care, custody, control and condition” from the second line, and replace “released” with “collected.” (This does not need to be changed in the current rules.) Insert “Consistent with DHRC Rule 6.3.3.2, a prospective claimant may request at his expense that post race samples be collected from any claimed horse for forensic analysis if not otherwise selected for testing by the judges.” Delete original fourth line in its entirety. Delete fifth line in its entirety. The new fifth line will be modified to read “The claimed horse may be entered to race while results are pending, but not be permitted to race until the approved laboratory chemist notifies the DHRC on his findings in the samples taken from the horse.”  
6.3.3.14 Add at end: “The horse’s halter must accompany the horse. Altering or removing the horse’s shoes will be considered a violation of these rules.” 
Hobbles Measuring hobbles not currently in the rulebook, but is a policy. Mr. Egger will discuss with Mr. Gallagher.
Equipment Cards Are they accurate? Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Collison or Mr. Manges pull random cards and check to see if they are accurate.  
6.3.3.16 Add to last sentence “and the PJ has signed a release notice of horse claimed and application for transfer form.”
6.3.3.17.1 Reduce to “24 hours.” 
6.3.3.2 Add “including any and all testing requests” 
6.4.4.16 Eliminate the word “declared” and “before the day of and the day following”; add “of” before “the race.”
6.4.4.22 Delete in its entirety.
6.4.4.22-6.4.4.26 Look at it and decide at next meeting - eliminate?
State Steward Also change State Steward to Presiding Judge language.
7.1.1.1 Eliminate. 7.1.1.1.1 and 7.1.1.1.2.
7.1.1.6 Eliminate the entire last sentence.
7.1.2.1 Eliminate rest of sentence after “Judge.” 
7.1.2.4 Mr. Lockhart and Mr. Hensley will rewrite and bring back to next meeting.
7.1.2.6 change “$500” to “$2,000.” 
7.1.2.8 (Redraw rule) Delete “the race shall be withdrawn” and add “the omitted horse shall take the post position of the omitted horse included in the race. If two horses are incorrectly included in the event, one shall be drawn by lot and included in the race.”  
7.1.3.9 Eliminate in its entirety.
7.1.4 Replace “State Steward” with “Presiding Judge” and eliminate “with the approval of the Commission.”
7.6.6.4 Mr. Egger suggested we delete “it may be an automatic ruling of the judges that the offending horse” and add “by the judges” at the end of the sentence.
7.6.6.6 Scoring out of position is a reason for recall. Add USTA item 6 at end.
7.6.7.3 Eliminate end of sentence after “horse.”  
7.6.14 There was discussion of charting for a horse that continues inside for some length of time. Is this unfair to someone trying to bet the horse? It is better to say time disallowed? No rule change was suggested.  
7.6.5.4.4 Delete entire section.
7.1.1.3 After discussion, it was decided to leave the rule unchanged.
7.6.13.14 (Whip) Delete in its entirety and substitute USTA Rule 18 (9), on page 56. Add “whipping after the finish is not accepted.” If a horse is cut, you should pay something. For next meeting, have all those rules together. Mr. Gallagher will look at Massachusetts and New Jersey rules, too. 
7.6.13.20 (Driver violation for a break) After discussion, no changes were proposed.
Action Items for Next Meeting

6.3.2.3 (Prohibitions on Claims) Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Egger will work on language for prohibitions to clarify this intention for trainers and authorized agents.
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harness racing season doesn’t start for three weeks.”

Hamess racing was once
a scasonal sport, running its course
fromthe first flush of summer theough
the last mild days of autumn.

But no more. I has become a
year-round, countrywide industry.
Concentrated mainly in the east and
midwest, but with rining centers and
afew tracks inthe south and far west.

Another new development is
the explosive spread of simulcasting,
the televising of races from  host lo-
cation to tracks and other locations
nearand far, where wagering takes

place justas it does at he host rack.
where pattons can watch the action
as IF they were at the actual site of
racing,

In recent years the growth of
simulcasting has been enormous, and
in many cases more is now bet on
races simulcast from distantlocations.
than is wagered on live races i the
track. An even newer development is
home betting, with computerization
enabling fans 10 wager on and watch
races from the comifort of ther iving





Hobbles Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Egger will discuss if this policy should be included as a rule.
6.33.1.4 Discuss Mr. Lockhart’s proposed language.
6.4.4.22-6.4.4.25 Discuss possible elimination.
7.1.2.4 Mr. Lockhart and Mr. Hensley will rewrite and bring back to next meeting.
7.6.13.14 Mr. DiMario will research and provide other state’s rules and penalties for whipping. Mr. Gallagher will look at Massachusetts’ and New Jersey’s rules. Discuss final language.
Upcoming Meetings

Rules Committee September 5, 2007 10:15 a.m. DDA, Secretary’s Conf. Rm.

Adjournment  At approximately 12:15 p.m., Mr. Hensley moved to adjourn, Ms. Craft seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
PAGE  
1 of 3 Pages


