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Minutes of the Meeting Held

July 12, 2006

The Delaware Harness Racing Commission’s Rules Committee met for a meeting at Delaware Department of Agriculture, Dover, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Wednesday, July 12, 2006.

Committee Members Present

	Beth Steele, Chair
	John Hensley, Director of Horse Racing, Dover Downs

	James Boese, General Manager, HRI
	Charles Lockhart, V.P. Harness Racing Dover Downs

	Karen Craft, Facilities Manager, Harrington Raceway
	Jo-Ann Price, Paralegal, DHRC

	Salvatore DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA
	George Staats, DHRC Commissioner

	Hugh J. Gallagher, DDA, Administrator, DHRC
	Judy Davis-Wilson, Director, DSBF


Absent

	Patricia Murphy, Deputy Attorney General


Call to Order/Welcome

Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m., and welcomed those in attendance.  

Approval of Minutes

Mr. DiMario made a Motion to approve the Minutes of June 6, 2006 as written, Mr. Lockhart seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion Items

· Further Discussion of Rule 3:  

· 3.1.3: Mr. DiMario stated this rule lacks any objectivity.  Mr. Gallagher suggested adding a General section with DHRC requirements for required training, industry wide licensing, and required accreditation, per the JSC recommendations.
· 3.1.1.5:  Combine position names with a slash. (The same person does both jobs.) 
· 3.1.4.6:  After discussion, there was general agreement to delete the current rule and Mr. Lockhart’s proposed language, with the addition of the word “in” before “which” in the first line, and “or groomed” after the word “driven” in the second. 
· Conflict of interest:  Mr. Boese asked if it is a conflict for someone in the Racing Office to own a horse.  The general consensus was that an influential position such as a Racing Secretary or Assistant Racing Secretary would certainly have a conflict, but a data clerk would have much less ability to alter the outcome of entries.  Also, ownership of horses or other racing ties should be taken into account before hiring Commission employees, with the exception of administrative employees.  

· 3.16:  Mr. Lockhart suggested the Administrator of Racing be added to this section; this was overruled.
· 3.1.7.1:  There was general agreement that this section is unclear and should be re-written. Mr. DiMario suggested counsel be consulted for the language.
· 3.1.7.2:  Delete references to steward and “Steward and judges” and insert “Board of Judges”(BOJ); delete “clerk of scales” (a thoroughbred reference).
· 3.2.1:  Change “State Steward” to BOJ throughout section, except 3.2.2.3, and 3.2.2.6, as appropriate.  
· 3.2.3.6:  Change to “shall” consult with the Commission Veterinarian, and add “and/or the Commission chemist”… 
· 3.2.5: Delete in its entirety and replace with “One judge shall be present in the stand 30 minutes prior to the race to observe and the others shall be present no less than 15 minutes prior to the race, during the contesting of the each race and 15 minutes after.”
· 3.2.6.1:  A photo finish rule is needed.  Mr. Gallagher suggested the USTA rule be used.  He will bring suggested present language to the next committee meeting.
· 3.2.8.3:  Mr. DiMario suggested adding language about the vet’s requirement to examine a horse when scratching it.  Insert “Following an examination” at the beginning of this section and the following 3.2.8.3.1, too.  Add “ at least” to the 7 day minimum.
· 3.2.8.4:  Change “fair” to “race”.
· 3.2.8.7:  Mr. DiMario suggested the language be changed to “at the judge’s discretion” or “until the judges are satisfied”. This was overruled.
· 3.2.9:  Change to “The judges shall maintain a list of nerved horses participating at the race meet and shall post the list in the Race Office.  Note:  this reporting duty should be added to the trainer’s Rule 8.5.  The Paralegal suggested adding “or nerving of a horse” to the end of Rule 8.5.5.10.
· 3.4.1.2:  Insert slash after “Identifier”, delete “and”
· 3.4.1.5:  Mr. DiMario commented this was not practical, Chairwoman Steele agreed, but no changes were suggested. 
· 3.4.1.7.6:  A number of people become grooms and show up at the paddock.  The area is clearly a social center.  Some people conduct business there.  Should it be a secured area or a social center?  No changes were suggested.  
· 3.3.2:  It was agreed to delete in its entirety.

· Discussion of “State Steward” language substitutions for Rule 3:  incorporated into above discussion.
Action Items for Next Meeting

· Rule 3.1.3:  Mr. Gallagher to bring suggested language.

· Rule 3.2.6.1:  Mr. Gallagher to bring suggested language for photo finish rule.
· Rules 3.4.1.5: & 3.4.1.7.6 :  Discuss proposed language.
Upcoming Meetings
DHRC 

July 27, 2006

8:30 a.m. HRI - Paddock Executive Offices
Rules Committee
August 8, 2006

10:15 a.m. DDA – Secretary’s Conference Rm.
Adjournment

At 12:18 p.m., having no further business, Mr. Lockhart moved to adjourn, Mr. DiMario seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
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