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Faith – Thank you everybody for coming today.  I want to start with introductions.  First of all Geri McClimens is the Administrative Assistant for Plant Industries section and she’s the person that made sure you were here today.  She’s going to be taking notes and providing transcript.  I’m Faith Kuehn the Plant Industries Administrator of Delaware Department of Agriculture.  

Rob - I’m Rob Naczi.  I’m the Curator of the Herbarium at the Delaware State University.  

Paul - I’m Paul Cartanza, local farmer.  

Jay - Jay Windsor, representative of Delaware Nursery and Landscape Association. 

Bill - I’m Bill McAvoy with Delaware Natural Heritage Program, Division of Fish and Wildlife.

Faith – You are also the State Botanist.  All right, just as kind of a review the Nuisance Plant Law, Title 3, Chapter 27.  This is a law that was enacted about two years ago.  If you look under the purpose it basically focuses on border issues between neighboring landowners when one landowner has a plant that is growing on an adjoining property and is causing damage issues or whatever on the adjoining property.  The spirit of the law is that the person that owns the land with the offending plant will do whatever they need to do to keep the plant within their property boundaries.  It doesn’t say that the person or landowner has to kill that plant or destroy it they just have to keep it on their own property.  And it allows you to develop compliance agreements.  There are hearings should the landowner not comply.  Since 2005 bamboo has been on the list as a Class B nuisance plant.  Class B is a plant where there is a known effective control method and a nursery selling a Class B plant has to provide labeling on those plants advising consumers.  We need to do two things today.  First of all we need to agree whether bamboo is renewed for another year as a Class B plant and then we have a request from the City of Milford, which is one of the papers that was handed out to you, the Manager, requesting that porcelainberry be added.  I know Rob you and Bill have both filed written comments or thoughts on porcelainberry.  Are you okay adding that to the record?

Rob - It’s fine with me. 

Bill – Yes

Faith – Okay, let’s talk a little bit about bamboo.  We have had more complaints this year than last year.  Last year we had about five and one went to compliance agreement.  We’re still in the process of getting that worked through.  I think one of the issues is that it is in Rehoboth Beach and it’s a very small lot with very sandy soil. At first the landowner insisted that they wanted to keep their bamboo for privacy and now they’ve decided that there is too much aggravation.  They are going to take out the bamboo but it is slowly moving toward resolution.  This year we’ve had about six or seven I believe.  One is actually an unresolved one from last year and we’ve been unable to find this person that owns this property.  It is actually right near here.  The property where the bamboo is growing is not being lived in.  We were told where the man that owns the property is living nearby and we tried ourselves to deliver a letter to him.  A certified letter was refused both times.  So then we hired a process server to deliver the letter to one address and that was unsuccessful.  So now we rehired the process server to try again at both addresses so that one is a problem.  I don’t quite know.  I’ll have to discuss with our lawyer what do we do if we totally run up against a brick wall because the neighbor with the bamboo has a complaint.
Paul – So it’s on the one property, aggressively moving across to the neighbor’s property.

Faith – Apparently there was a divorce and the wife left and the man still has the property but he’s living in a house somewhere else in the neighborhood and we can’t nail him down either place.  Of course the process server goes at 5:00 am, 7:00 pm, and all hours of the day trying to find this person to give him the papers.  So anyway, people are becoming aware of the bamboo law, as it is currently known, and most of the complaints seem to be at the beach area, a couple in the Dover area.  We only have one in Newark.  There is quite a bit of bamboo here and there up in New Castle County.  There’s not quite as much of an issue or they live with it.  I’m not quite sure what the deal is.

Jay – Most of the bamboo problems I’ve seen over the years in Sussex, it’s all essentially the same type of bamboo but there are a lot of bamboos out there that aren’t invasive and are in clump forming bamboos and I’m just wondering if we had eliminated those from people being able to sell those, if it is indeed the clump forming bamboo can they legally sell those?

Faith – Sure, they can sell the running bamboo if they want and they just have to affix the label on them.  Actually, when we came out with bamboo and we discussed it quite a bit.

Jay – I don’t remember but that was a while ago.

Faith – Well bamboo taxonomy I guess is it easier than sedge taxonomy.
Rob – Bamboo taxonomist. 

Paul - Did we find the baby bamboo and native bamboo also? 

Rob - That’s the thing.  We excluded native bamboo and Faith pointed out that within the last year we’ve had a new species of native bamboo described.  So that had to be added to the list of excluded species.
Faith – Yea, that’s something we should do but we just settled on saying “bamboo” because we didn’t want nurseries and garden centers to have the burden of trying to figure out exactly what genus species of bamboo this was.

Rob - Which is really pretty tough.

Jay – To my knowledge and as many garden centers as I have been in over the years there is not a lot of bamboo sold in this state of any type.

Faith – Right.

Jay – It’s just not a big item for people but there is always a chance that it becomes a popular thing.  It’s pretty expensive for what you buy.  It’s hard to kill but it’s also hard to propagate from a commercial standpoint to have a salable plant of any size.

Faith – So the question is do we leave bamboo on the list and if we leave it on the list do we need to add this new species of native bamboo?  This really has to do more with allowing it to grow on your land.  Do people want to discuss this or does somebody want to make a motion one-way or the other?

Paul – I’d like to know really are we trying to stop the bamboo from growing or are we trying to stop people from growing it and allowing it to crossover.  What are we trying to accomplish?

Faith – The purpose of this law and this is different then the Noxious Weed Law.  The purpose of this law is not necessarily to stop people from planting it in their yard if that’s what they really want to do; but it’s to keep the growth of this from damaging somebody else’s property or growing it on someone else’s property if they don’t want it.   The spirit really is that one landowner really doesn’t have the right to cause a nuisance for the other landowner, like playing real loud music or something like that.  Maybe you like it but the guy next door doesn’t.  
Bill – Bamboo is actually the perfect species for this law or to represent this law.  It’s where it is, because it’s planted.  It really does not spread on its own.  It will spread where it stands but it doesn’t spread very far beyond its boundaries.  So it’s a perfect example for this law.  I think it should be renewed; in fact, you may find that bamboo may be the only plant suitable for this law.  I’m not so sure porcelainberry is.  I’m jumping the gun a little bit here before we get the porcelainberry discussion.  I think we’re walking a fine line putting porcelainberry on this list because porcelainberry is not propagated, it is not sold in the nursery, and people don’t plant this.  It’s naturalized.  It’s spreads by bird eating the seed and spreading it that way.  It’s already on our plant list.  The species that are on this list are naturalized.  They spread throughout the state in a natural area. Bamboo doesn’t do that.  We’re going to require someone to keep porcelainberry from spreading into the neighbors’ lawn but how are they going to stop the birds from eating those berries from their yard and dropping it into the neighbors’ yard.  If we put Porcelainberry on the nuisance list we may have to put this entire list (Invasive Species list).

Faith – Okay lets…

Rob – Let’s hold off on that because I’d like to respond to that but not right now.

Faith – I know we all have thoughts one way or another about porcelainberry but you do bring up a good point.  One thing about bamboo that makes it very suitable for this is you know where it’s coming from. 

Rob – Yea.

Faith - We’ve had situations in Rehoboth Beach where you have these small lots and there is a little epicenter of bamboo and it’s affecting six people and all six people it’s coming from there and going to these different lots.  

Jay – I for one don’t see any reason why we’d remove bamboo from this law.  I think we made that decision and I don’t see any reason we should change that.

Faith – Okay.  It’s a legal thing.  I was advised that when we meet once a year and that each plant on the list should be reviewed and revisited and make sure it should stay on there.   This was the counsel from our lawyer.  Let’s put it this way, if there are no objections considering the amendment of the review of bamboo, is there agreement that we should leave bamboo on the list?

Jay – Yes.

Paul – I make the motion that we leave bamboo on the list.

Bill – Second it.

Faith – Further discussion with the amendment of the new species.
Rob – Yea, with the addition of the new species.
Jay – Where was that found?

Rob – It was described from the Southern Appalachian, so Western North Carolina and adjacent South Carolina.  So this is something that had been included in what was then thought to be one wide ranging species of native bamboo and these people found some differences in it and they split it off from that species, so it became this new species.
Faith – And it’s still Arundinaria area, right?
Rob – It is same genus.

Faith – And what genus?

Rob – Appalachiana [“Appalchiana” is the specific epithet, not the genus name---Rob thought Faith was asking about the species]
Bill – Yea, I think that’s right.

Faith – Okay

Bill – You might want to exclude genus from the local area.  I don’t think it’s sold commercially is it?
Rob – No, and the reason why we had discussion about excluding it is that we wanted to allow for native plant people to grow it if they wanted to even though I know very few people, none in the State of Delaware, who have actively cultivated it.

Jay – Is it the spreading type?

Rob – Yes it is but it’s not as aggressive as Phyllostachys.  I don’t think it poses a much of a threat.  I don’t think it’s ever likely to, but again we wanted to allow for it.  We didn’t want to discourage native plant enthusiasts.

Faith – So they’ll be able to find it?
Rob – Unless they go out and dig it up themselves and bring it in.

Faith – And it probably only grows on preserves where it’s illegal to do that.
Rob – Anymore, almost and the other thing is, and Bill can vouch for this that here in Delmarva we have very few populations of the native.  Not the new species, but the native bamboo and what if it’s ever discovered in Delaware?  Presently, we don’t know any in Delaware. What if someone ever discovers it in Delaware and there is a weird situation where there is a landowner who hates native plants.  I don’t want this stuff on my property.  That will be part of our discussion too.

Faith - All right, bamboo down.  Now, porcelainberry.  Hopefully, you all are familiar with porcelainberry.  It’s a prolific fruiter.  As a matter of fact, it’s confused with wild grapes.  That gives you an idea of the fruiting capacity of it and it’s spread by birds.  Is it also spread in the water?

Bill – I suppose so.  It flows on the banks and falls and floats down stream.

Rob – Does it float down?  I don’t know and I’m not trying to be a Devil’s advocate.  If it doesn’t float it could wash down stream.

Faith – Right.  So, anyway I think City of Milford is looking for basically support help with their eradication program.  They really have been working hard to control it in the City of Milford.  For some reason or another it is really problematic.  Anyway, we have a letter there from the City Manager, so perhaps we can open up some discussion about the advantages or disadvantages of putting this on the Nuisance Plant List.

Jay – This plant has been sold?

Faith – Yes, it used to be, I’m not sure if it was sold in Delaware.

Jay – Within the last few years in New Jersey it was produced in a variegated form of this as a perennial vine.  I planted one in my yard and I’ve spent three years trying to get rid of it.  The first year was fine but the next year was not a good thing.

Rob – I have a question.  If this were to be placed on the list would it be class B?

Faith – Yes

Rob – That’s what I thought because there is no need for controlling it.

Faith – Right, that I understand.  With Round-up® or whatever it can be controlled, so it would be a Class B plant.  But maybe we should go back to one issue that we talked about and I know when we first met.  Bill, this is something you brought up at that time.  The fact that it is spread primarily by birds and if you have a landowner that has porcelainberry on their property, how can you say that neighbor A was the person that was the source of porcelainberry, particularly when he says here that they have one hundred plus acres in the city?  I’m just trying to think from a logistic standpoint if it has one hundred and eighty acres let’s say that they are contiguous or not contiguous trying to identify on any one property what was the source of seeds for the porcelainberry on your property.

Rob – I want to comment on all of this and I agree in large part on the comment that Bill has said and what you have pointed out, Faith.  But when I read this on top of page three, “No person that cultivates Class B nuisance plant shall allow it to spread to neighboring property.”  I take the word “cultivate” there very literally, and what that means is, I would think and I’m not only commenting but asking a question because you’ve seen how some of these cases have gone with bamboo is if I’m a neighbor and I’m the complainant about porcelainberry spreading into my property from my neighbor, the burden of proof I think would have to be on me to demonstrate that that guy is cultivating it and because it’s in cultivation it’s spreading on my property.  So with the word “cultivate” there, I think that solves a lot of these problems.

Bill – It’s a good point.  A lot of these large landowners have no idea that porcelainberry may be on their property because it spreads by birds.

Rob – Right, but they aren’t cultivating it.  That’s my point, so how can they be held liable or found guilty if they’re not actively cultivating it.

Faith – Cultivate means to knowingly plant, propagate, transplant, or encourage to grow.

Rob – Knowingly, in other words, they are aiding and abetting, and most people that have Porcelainberry are not actively cultivating it.

Faith – So you would say.

Rob – I would say that most people who have it on their property and they are being complained against can’t be found guilty unless it can be shown they are actively cultivating the stuff or growing it.

Faith – Or they know about it.

Rob – More then just knowing about it.

Faith – Knowingly.

Rob – Exactly.

Faith – So in other words, maybe I’m taking it to the extreme you’re almost saying yes I’m going to put Porcelainberry on the list but in the majority of cases the laws not really going to be effective because people either don’t know they have it or they aren’t actively cultivating it.  They are just allowing it to grow.

Rob – Right, now I’m saying that, but then there has to be a little discussion. Or is it even wise to list it, because is it just going to lead to a bunch of complaints that your people are going to have to investigate and spend a lot of resources which you really don’t have.

Bill – Based on the distribution around the City of Milford there are going to be a lot of complaints.

Rob – Right.  See, I just read this and I’m kind of wondering, how is this going to help Milford?  He specifically requests, that’s the attitude I’m playing with, so how is it really going to help them?  I’m wondering if they don’t really understand what the Nuisance Plant Law does.

Bill – They think they are going to get financial help?

Rob – Yea, what is the agenda here?
Faith – I think, and this is only second hand, I think that they are saying if there is a State law in place, then they go ahead and enact city laws that have more strength.

Rob – Okay, because they see a precedent, maybe.

Faith – Maybe.  I’m not sure.

Rob – Okay, that’s a good point and we may be able to help in a sense.  That’s why I’ll come out and say it.  When Faith asked me to make a comment, and I don’t remember exactly all my reasons, because it was a while ago but basically I said I thought it should be added to the list and that’s because of this statement right here.  I agree with everything you said (Bill) about how can you document its spread by birds.  It’s not quite as bad as the Canada thistle kind of thing which is not a Nuisance Plant but it spreads too easily bla, bla, bla, bla.  But we’d be after those few people here that they like Porcelainberry because it has pretty berries, they want to grow it bla, bla, bla and if it can be shown let’s say they have a full garden of this stuff and then they get this neighbor and it starts spreading in their yard and he says that guy had it.  He’s the only one in the neighborhood and I want him to stop growing it this way because it’s spreading in my yard.  In that case I think the Nuisance Plant Law would be effective, in this rare case.

Bill – I would agree with that as well.  In my earlier statements I really didn’t consider that anyone today did actually did propagate it or cultivate it.

Rob – We would hope not, but we don’t know.

Faith – You know but I think, I haven’t spent a whole lot of time in Milford, but I’ve seen pictures and heard descriptions and everything.  Quite honestly, I think a lot of this porcelainberry is just like runaway stuff.  It’s up utility poles, it’s been on edges of the woods and yes, maybe it is in a few peoples’ yards. There is some in peoples’ yards, but I think there is a huge source of seeds here, there, and the other place.

Paul – When you have one hundred and some acres that Milford knows about and how many birds feed Milford’s cultivating it.  I’m just saying when you start something small, which grows into hundreds of acres it’s not going to be hard for raccoons, different animals, birds…

Faith – I can sort of get a sense of what they are trying to do.  But I’m not sure, other than providing some kind of legal precedence I’m not sure that the Nuisance Plant Law is really going to give them the big bat that they are looking for.

Jay – The same thing, they can pass their own ordinance concerning something like this if it is a nuisance to a lot of people within the town limits.  Once they get out of town limits they aren’t going to have any say.  I can remember years ago when I was with the Extension Service there was a lady in Blades who lived on the Nanticoke River and she used to pot these things up and give them to everybody she knew.  That was just the prettiest berry she had ever seen and it is a pretty berry.

Rob – Right

Jay – That is very unusual.  I’m sure she’s not the only one who has ever done this; but you give it to people without any explanation what they are looking at down the road.

Faith – Well another thing about this law too, and I can take a case we got a couple days ago, a woman called up and said there is a house for sale and they have bamboo on it.  The adjoining property is not complaining about the bamboo, but the property for sale also adjoins the service road and the bamboo is going into the service road.  And as I read this law we can’t really go after, and I’ve discussed these things with our lawyer too.  I really can’t go after the bamboo on the service road.  I can’t tell the homeowner not to buy the property because of the bamboo.  Somebody has to bring a complaint to the Department of Agriculture.  The person who owns the property where this nuisance plant is encroaching on, in order for us to have jurisdictional action.  In the town of Milford, if this is put on the Nuisance Plant List this doesn’t mean that suddenly that every piece of property in Milford is going to be in a compliance agreement with the Department of Agriculture.  The person who owns that property has to bring the complaint to us and then what we’ve done for bamboo is we go out and take pictures; we take samples of the stalks and the roots to the herbarium and have them say yes in fact this is bamboo.  We do all this stuff to document it.  On one hand I’m concerned that we may be flooded with all kinds of complaints but on the other hand we’ve taken a very literal reading of this law to make sure we don’t overstep our legal bounds.

Rob – See that’s what I meant when I asked.  I don’t know what the people in Milford were thinking or what they are hoping to get out of us listing this because I don’t see how they can get much out of it.

Bill – What I understand through Bill the residents of Milford are very aware of this problem and are very willing to help control it on their own without regulation of the law.

Rob – That’s why it surprises me that they are requesting this.  They are doing a great job.

Faith – They are and they’ve gotten grants so on and so forth.  There are no short-term solutions.  Getting these things under control takes a while and then it takes continued vigilance.

Rob – That’s the scenario I was envisioning when I basically said yes I think it should be added.  Let’s say even within Milford you get some person who says this is beautiful and it’s really not a bad deal and keep growing it and then the neighbor can document that there is a person cultivating it and it’s moving into my property.  In that case we can help them out.  That would be an appropriate use of the law.  But as I said, I’m concerned would you be flooded?  Would you have to spend a lot of time and energy investigating all these things most of which may not lead to any sort of resolution because they may not even be covered by the law.

Bill – A lot of people don’t read the final print that is in the law that it has to be cultivated and proven.

Faith – Knowingly cultivated.

Bill – Right.

Faith – I suppose, on the other hand, it would be a different case for our Noxious Weed guys and we would have to coach them as far as their triage.  When someone calls up and has a complaint, by asking a couple of questions they might be able to tell this person well you know and maybe what they’ll do is visit the neighbor and they may be able to determine whether or not this person really knows what they have and what they are doing.

Bill – There’s also the issue of our Invasive Plant List for Livable Delaware.  Porcelainberry is already on this list and if you put porcelainberry on the Nuisance Plant List, why not put all these plants on the list?

Faith – There’s nothing that says that we can’t do that, as I understand it.

Bill- Well then

Rob – You’re afraid basically of opening Pandora’s Box.  That’s what you’re getting at.

Bill – That’s right.  The nursery trade may say you’re trying to come in through the back door legally somehow.

Faith – Right.

Jay – They are probably going to say that.

Faith – There’s vinca and some of the others on there, privet.

Bill – Bush Mulberry.
Faith – On the other hand bamboo is on the invasive list.  I would say it’s still a case-by-case basis.  I can’t imagine anything coming under the Nuisance Plant List unless somebody brings it; it’s almost like the Noxious Weed List.  Plants are added to the Noxious Weed List by a farmer or group of farmers bringing it forward as an issue.  I guess it’s the same principle with the Nuisance Plant Law.  Bamboo was brought forward as an issue and now porcelainberry is coming forward as an issue.  I suppose any other plant on this list could be brought forward as an issue or even something that’s not on the list.  I can see what you’re saying but on the other hand it may not really mean that suddenly the whole list is going to be covered by the Nuisance Plant Law.  

Paul – Do we want to talk to Richard Carmean?  Would that give us more of his insight?  He’s the one that’s stressing.

Faith – And you know he may not, I know when Bill Pike called me and asked me about this I told him some of the reservations about porcelainberry and it could be that city managers kind of have a overall idea of the Nuisance Plant Law but may not completely understand what it might allow him to do and what it might not allow him to do.  So actually, I think that is an excellent suggestion.  You know maybe a couple of us, wouldn’t necessarily have to be the whole committee, but maybe a couple of us could make an appointment with him and talk to him and say look we’ve considered putting this on the plant list but we tabled it because we’re concerned if we didn’t put it on the list you might not get any support and if we did put it on the list you might not be able to accomplish what you’re really hoping to accomplish.  
Paul – I’m just questioning, the questions that were brought up really were where do they want to go, what is the best direction to help if we can help and if we can’t help how do we not.  

Faith – Right.

Paul – Just talk to him and feel him out to see.

Faith – If they really want to go after it, it would be a lot better as a Noxious Weed than a Nuisance Plant.

Jay – Right.

Rob – I was thinking the same thing.

Bill – Does it get into Ag fields?  Have you ever seen it?

Paul – I’ve never seen it in the fields.

Jay – I’ve never seen it.

Paul – You can see when it takes off on telephone poles, trees.  I don’t know what the weed is that grows in North Carolina, South Carolina.

Faith – Kudzu

Paul – Kudzu.  There you go.  To me it’s a bad weed too because it’s killing everything.

Faith – Delmarva Kudzu that’s what it is.

Bill – You’d have fun down there wouldn’t you?  You could take your sprayer.

Paul – I need a helicopter.

Paul – I just think you have to, in my opinion we need to see what his thought is because we’re sitting here trying to think what he’s thinking, really what is his objective.

Jay – What does he expect to get out of all of this?

Paul – Right. Does he want funding or just to make it a bam it’s a hammer and now we can go hammer this on everybody that’s there?
Rob – The only clue I get out of this to answer this question and I agree with you Paul it would be nice to hear from the people in Milford.  The only clue I get is this last sentence first paragraph – “Because of this serious problem, we feel that the Department of Agriculture can make an important impact by recognizing this problem.”  They want to be able to point to us and say the state has said because…

Faith – Well, it’s already recognized.

Rob – I know, but maybe they feel that’s not far enough.  Without second guessing them 

Bill - I agree with Paul.  We should hear from the people in Milford

Rob - One of the questions I would put to them is do you know of anybody within the region around Milford who is really cultivating that stuff, who likes to grow it because if not, because if not, then there’s really no point.

Faith – Okay, here’s what I’ve decided as a proposal.  I will call up the city manager and ask him for an appointment to discuss this.  I’ll say that the Nuisance Plant Committee felt they needed more information in order to be able to act on this and then bring back what he has to say to the group.  I would feel better if somebody else from the Committee would come with me because it’s better for two people instead of one.

Paul – I volunteer to go if we can get it.  I’m pretty flexible I think.  Since I’m the one that asked the question I just need to kind of, whoever can go.

Rob – I’m willing to go too if you would like.  Thank you very much for volunteering but I think somebody who represents the public, it probably sounds a lot better than a state agency or University too.

Paul – I just mean we’re here.  We’re trying to put a hammer or trying to put something there for them to work with but what do they want to work with.

Faith – Okay, let’s do this.  I’ll get some dates and times where he’s available and I’m available and then I’ll have Geri send it out to you and if you’re available so on and so forth that would be great and then we can go meet with him and put out the perspective group.  If you really want to meet again to discuss this or if this is something we can do by E-mail that’s another…

Paul – If he can take us around and show us what he’s, I mean seeing is believing too.  Seeing where he’s, that’s my opinion.

Faith – Okay, so I think that’s an excellent idea.  I would feel a whole better about that approach.  Right now whichever way I voted I would have real issue.
Paul – Right, I’ve got issues trying to understand what they’re trying to come up with.

Bill – If all they are looking for is recognition that they help to justify funding from other sources the committee could draft a letter; I could draft a letter, Fish and Wildlife describing or recognizing that this is a serious problem in the state.  

Faith – That’s a good point too, because recognizing something is a problem and there are many ways you can do that codifying it as a law “thou shall not” that’s probably the strongest form of recognition.

Bill – Just the fact that it appears as recognizing it as a problem.

Faith – And you know not only that; but I have one member of my staff, there used to be twenty percent and now ten percent of his time, this is written in a letter to the City of Milford trying to educate people, working on the task force control it so on and so forth.  So it’s not that we haven’t recognized the problem and it’s not that we haven’t given them support.  All right, so I will do that and when we have get some times and dates from him and I’ll let you all know and if you’re available because everybody has a slightly different perspective and that’s very helpful.

Paul – The more the merrier.  If anyone has a question.  Whoever can go can go.  I’m more than willing to go.

Faith – Okay, great.  Thank you.  All right so that takes care of that.  Is there any other questions or issues?

Rob – So we haven’t heard from anyone else trying to propose any other plants?

Faith – No

Rob – Okay.
Bill – Actually, following up on that comment, just looking at this list here I do see two species on here that could possibly pop up in the future where someone complains about it; perhaps request that it be added and that would be Bradford Pear and winged euonymus.  They are very very aggressive they easily spread and once established they are hard to get rid of.  These species are agricultural.

Jay – Where are we seeing this invasion?  I just don’t see it in Sussex County.

Bill – It’s really up in Piedmont.

Rob – Bradford Pear.

Jay – My argument all along with this presentation is it doesn’t apply to this whole state.

Bill – It’s when we had the restrictive…

Rob – One of the reasons when we came up with this list and why we had these two tiers was a lot of us felt that given time some of these things that are now a problem in the Piedmont may become a problem in the coastal plain.  We don’t know.

Jay – Anything is possible.

Faith – Yea, we did make two categories.  Bradford pear and winged euonymus are there because they are a problem in some areas just like reeds canary grass is a problem down in the coastal plain area but not up in Wilmington; whereas, something like multi-flora rose is a problem.

Jay – But when we say Bradford pear are we talking about all the callary pears, all the varieties?
Rob – I don’t know.

Jay -  Cleveland select, aristocrat all the rest of them.  I mean it says Bradford pear.  Nobody is planting Bradford pear anymore because of its weakness.  There still planting a lot of callary pears not the Bradford.

Rob – It’s really the callary.

Jay – Okay.

Rob – Primarily.

Jay – I understand, that’s what most people would identify that tree is no matter what the variety was.

Faith – All right if there aren’t any other questions or issues the meeting is adjourned.  I will follow-up, Geri will follow-up with you when we have some availability from the manager of Milford and continue our quest of the answer on porcelainberry.

Paul – Well hopefully, if he’s sending these letters hopefully he can be available pretty much whenever.  If he wants something he really needs to make it quick.

Faith – Right, okay.  Thanks again.  
Meeting Adjourned.

