
 

 

 
Delaware Advisory Council on Tidal Finfisheries 

 

Agenda 
 
 

 
6:00 PM, Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

DNREC Auditorium 
 

 
1. Welcome – Council Chair 

 
2. Approval of the November 1, 2017 meeting minutes – Council  

 
3. Regulatory Update – Stew Michels 

 
4. Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council Update – Stew Michels 

 
5. Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Update – John Clark 

 
6. Oyster cage culture in Delaware Bay: potential interactions with finfishing – Stew 

Michels 
 

7. Director’s update – Dave Saveikis 
 

8. Agenda items for next meeting  – Council   
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: The Tidal Finfish Advisory Council meets at least once per quarter, usually on the 3rd Wednesday of the meeting month.  The 
meeting agendas are made available as soon as possible after they are developed.  You may check for meeting notices (for all 
State of DE agencies) on the “Statewide Calendar of Public Meetings” on various State of DE websites, including the DNREC 
homepage at www.dnrec.delaware.gov or you can sign up for e-mail notice of meetings at 
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Pages/DNRECLists.aspx.     

 

 

http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Pages/DNRECLists.aspx


 

 

Notes for November (Agenda above contains extra items that may not be included in 
meeting agenda) 
 

1. Need Minutes and Agendas (Next meeting 1/17/18) 
2. ASMFC Summary 

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) 2017 Annual 
Meeting was held in Norfolk, VA on October 16 through October 19, 2017.  
Management Board meetings relevant to fisheries management in Delaware 
were: 
•Tautog – The Board approved Amendment 1 to the Interstate Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) for Tautog.  Amendment 1 will manage Tautog 
regionally.  Delaware must change its Tautog regulations to comply with new 
FMP Delmarva regional regulations of 16” minimum size, 4 fish possession limit, 
and a closed season of May 16 to June 30. 
Public opinion in DE was divided, but more favored status quo.  However, there 
was a strong push for regional regulations from our region. 
 
•Horseshoe Crab – The Board approved the 2018 harvest specifications for 
horseshoe crabs of Delaware Bay origin and Delaware will maintain its status 
quo harvest level of 162,136 male horseshoe crabs.   
 
•American Eel Board – The Board extended Maine’s Addendum IV glass eel 
quota for 2018.  The Board accepted the American Eel Working Group 
recommendation to initiate a new Addendum to address the yellow eel coast-
wide landings cap, yellow eel allocation, and Maine’s glass eel quota. 
 
•Atlantic Sturgeon Board- The Board accepted the 2017 Benchmark Atlantic 
Sturgeon Stock Assessment for management use.  There were insufficient data 
for the assessment to generate population estimates.  While the assessment 
found that the stock was still depleted, it also found positive population trends for 
most of the Distinct Population Segments in the years since the fisheries were 
closed in 1998. 
 
•Summer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Board – Despite knowing that the 
2018 Black Sea Bass Recreational Harvest Limit (RHL) will be reduced by 14% 
from the 2017 RHL, the Board approved a joint action with the Mid-Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council on 2018 recreational Black Sea Bass measures 
that will open the recreational fishery in federal waters for the month of February 
2018 with a minimum size limit of 12.5” and a per person daily possession limit of 
15 fish. The 2018 RHL for the remainder of 2018 will be reduced by 100,000 lbs. 
to account for expected catch during the February season. Adjustments to the 
2018 recreational measures to account for this estimated February catch will be 
required only of states that participate in the February fishery.  Delaware must 
decide whether to participate in the February 2018 Black Sea Bass fishery.  
Delaware anglers that weighed in on this issue were against it by more than 2 to 
1, but now that it is approved, we must decide whether open in February. 
 
•Atlantic Striped Bass Board – The Board was asked to provide guidance to the 
Technical Committee regarding the management plan objectives that will 
facilitate development of biological reference points (BRPs) that best meet those 
objectives.  Board members from Striped Bass-producing states, including 
Delaware, expressed concern that the current BRPs are too conservative for 



various biological, ecological and socio‐economic reasons, and are restricting 
fishing unnecessarily. 
 
•South Atlantic Board – The Board selected final measures for the FMP for 
Atlantic Migratory Group (AMG) Cobia and recommended Commission approval 
of the FMP.  Delaware, as a de minimis state, will be required to promulgate a 
minimum size and possession limit regulation for Cobia. 
 
 
Menhaden –   Interim measures as well as current 
 

Single species target and threshold from 2017 
assessment update (Options A/B)  Threshold F=FFEC21% 1.164 Target F=FFEC36% 
0.408 
 
Hockey-stick harvest control rule Pikitch et al. 2012 (Option C) Fthreshold(F=0.5M) 
0.367 
Ftarget 0.041 
 
B75% rule of thumb/FB75% & FB40% Target and Threshold (Options D/E) 
F=F75%B0 0.160    F=F40%B0 1.493 
 
Current levels from 2017 stock assessment 
F2016 0.204    B2016 46.7% B0 

 
TAC setting process – The various TAC are converted to F equivalents, then they 
projections are run to estimate the F. 
 
Public Comment:  99% for Option E 

 
 



 
 
Artificial Reef Update – September 20, 2017 

 The Division’s marine contractor, Coleen Marine of Norfolk, VA, has finalized the 
purchase of the retired 325’ DRBA ferry M/V Twin Capes and has signed a 
contract to clean, prepare and deploy the vessel on the Del-Jersey-Land site by 
May 31, 2018. 

 Work will begin when DNREC signs the contract and writes a purchase order. 
The entire cost of this project is $825,000. 

 Fisheries Scientist Scott Newlin is in the process of updating the aerial flight 
survey data and has applied an economic model to our estimate of angler-days 
on our reef sites. Delaware’s 14 reef sites generate a consistent return of $7 
million annually to the coastal economies in the three state area. 

 The Division has amended this year’s project segment to extend the end point 
until May 31, 2018, which allows the Division to use “banked match” from 
subway cars for the Twin Capes project. 

 The future reef project renewals will be written in 5-year blocks, rather than as 
annual project renewals. This will allow the Division to generate match during 
this extended period from deployment of complex concrete products, which will 
generate state match due to the donation of the materials used to create it and 
from donated trucking services. Concrete will match federal funds used to barge 
and deploy the concrete and an excess which can be used during the 5-year 
period for future vessel projects.  The use of the donated match for the concrete 
and trucking spares state fishing license dollars, which can then be used on 
other important fisheries projects, such as the Phillips Landing Boat Ramp.  

 An application has been submitted to the Corps for renewed permitting of 
Delaware’s 14 reef sites. The current permit will expire at the end of this year. 

 
Shellfish Aquaculture Update 
 

 On May 2, 2017, an initial lottery was held, in accordance with Delaware Code, to 
establish the order for selection of acreage for the 58 lottery entrants.   

 Since the lottery, the DFW has been individually contacting lottery participants, in 
lottery order, to determine their acreage selections.  Lottery participants have 2 
business days from the time they are contacted by DFW to make their acreage 
selections.  After their selections are made, lottery participants have 1 year from 
the date of the lottery to have a completed and accepted lease application on file 
with DFW.  After all of the lottery participants have been contacted, other 
potential lessees will be able to apply for remaining available acreage on a first-
come, first-served basis, as mandated by Code.    

 Since May 2, 46 of 58 lottery participants have been contacted and given the 
opportunity to select acreage.  26 participants have chosen between 1 and 5 
acres in Rehoboth and Indian River Bays, and up to an additional 5 acres in Little 
Assawoman Bay.   

 19 lottery participants either declined to select acreage, or did not respond to 
contact by DFW.  

 Senate Bill 77, of the 149th General Assembly, was signed by the governor on 
8/30/2017, and this bill permanently limits the acreage available to be leased in 
Little Assawoman Bay to the 43 acres in the SAA (Statewide Activity Approval for 
Inland Bays shellfish aquaculture), as well as limiting that aquaculture to hard 
clam culture only, and changing lease boundary marking requirements in the 
Little Assawoman Bay.   



 All 43 acres in Little Assawoman Bay have been chosen by lottery participants, 
and are pending, with lease paperwork due spring 2018.   

 123 acres, out of a total of 300 acres in the Rehoboth and Indian River Bays SAA 
locations, have thus far been selected by lottery participants.   

 Seven acres in Rehoboth and Indian River Bays SAAs have been removed from 
the roster of available lease locations, due to higher than 2 clams/square yard 
clam density.   

 
 


