Board of Examiners in Optometry
Minutes – January 19, 2006
Page 4


	Cannon Building
	STATE OF DELAWARE
	Telephone: (302) 744-4500

	861 Silver Lake Blvd., Suite  203
	DEPARTMENT OF STATE
	Fax: (302) 739-2711

	Dover, Delaware 19904-2467
	
	Website: www.dpr.delaware.gov

	
	DIVISION OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
	


PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
Board of Examiners in Optometry
MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Thursday, January 19, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware

Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building
MINUTES APPROVED:
March 16, 2006
MEMBERS PRESENT

Dr. Sonja Biddle, President, Presiding 

Dr. Carl Maschauer, Secretary 

Ruth Banta, Public Member

DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL PRESENT

Sherry Hoffman, Deputy Attorney General

James Collins, Director, Division of Professional Regulation

Renae Bailey, Office Manager
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Nicole Anderson Easton, Public Member

Dr. Allan Tocker, Professional Member

ALSO PRESENT (Include members of the public present and the court reporter)
Dr. Susan Betts
Dr. Laurie Conti

CALL TO ORDER

Dr. Biddle called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 
REVIEW OF MINUTES

The board reviewed the minutes of the November 10, 2005.  Mrs. Banta made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Dr. Maschauer.  The motion was unanimously carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Council on Endorsed Licensure Mobility for Optometrists (CELMO)
The statute in Delaware is unique in different ways and many states do not have the same therapeutic licensure. The board does not support this type of licensure and feels the statute would not allow it.

Discussion on Contingent Approvals

The board has tried to make board meeting around dates of when testing results should be received. They feel they need to be more stringent and not so open ended. They will begin giving dates to complete the contingency motions. If the contingencies are not met by the date given, they will be brought before the Board for further action. 

Discussion on Section 2109 – Reciprocity

The Board discussed Section 2109 and Section 2108(a) and (b) in regards to reciprocity. There has been much confusion on what is needed for reciprocity. The end of Section 2109 reads:

 “Applicants from jurisdictions which have the same basic qualifications for licensure as this State, but that do not have essentially comparable or higher standards to qualify for "therapeutic" licensing, shall be required to meet the conditions of § 2108(a) and (b) of this title.” 
Section 2108 reads:

 “(a) Any optometrist licensed prior to July 10, 1975, may not use diagnostic pharmaceutical agents until the optometrist shall have completed a course in pharmacology as it relates to the use of diagnostic drugs in the practice of optometry, given by an institution accredited by a regional or professional accrediting organization which is recognized by the Delaware State Board of Examiners in Optometry.

(b) Each diagnostically certified optometrist licensed when this act becomes effective and desiring to be certified in the use and prescription of therapeutic pharmaceutical agents for the treatment of eye disease shall:

Pass a nationally recognized, standardized test on the diagnosis, treatment and management of ocular diseases that is approved by the State Division of Professional Regulation and complete 40 hours of clinical experience in the treatment and management of ocular disease supervised by a therapeutically certified optometrist, M.D. or D.O. “

The Board discussed these sections of the law and stated that 2108(a) and (b) was intended for Delaware Diagnostic Licensees who wanted to become Therapeutic Licensees, therefore the 40 hours of clinical experience would not be used for reciprocity licensure. The Board also discussed the importance of the 6 month internship in Delaware due to the fact that many states do not have the same therapeutic licensure requirements.

Proposal to Deny Applications
John Lynch – The Board determined that the licensure requirements for Maryland are not equal to or greater than those in Delaware. Mrs. Banta made a motion, seconded by Dr. Maschauer to withdraw the proposal to deny for reciprocity and table the application to receive the forms and documentation by the next board meeting to complete the 6 month internship with direct on-site supervision. A Copy of the rules and regulations will be included with the letter with rules 3.22 – 3.6 highlighted. The motion was unanimously carried.
Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to vacate the decision on John Lynch. Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to deny the application for reciprocity of John Lynch. 
NEW BUSINESS
Review of Applications

Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to approve licensure for Brian Gardner. The motion was carried unanimously.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Proposal to Deny Applications

Laurie Conti – Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to withdraw the proposal to deny and allow the start of an internship based on receiving internship paperwork. The motion was unanimously carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Dr. Conti addressed the board and feel that the law is very vague and that the board is interpreting the law wrong. The board informed her that they are very happy to address an internship with her. 
NEW BUSINESS
Review of Applications

Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to approve licensure for Robert Wagoner. The motion was carried unanimously.

Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to approve licensure for Arkady Yatskevich. The motion was carried unanimously.

Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to approve licensure for Adam Schmidt. The motion was carried unanimously.

Dr. Biddle made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to approve a six month internship for Hayley Adams. The motion was carried unanimously. 

Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to propose to deny the application by reciprocity of Jane Costanza based on unequal scope of practice. The motion was carried unanimously.  A propose to deny letter will be sent from the board office.
Proposal to Deny Application
The Board amended the agenda to add Tracey Marshall Underwood to the agenda. Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to propose to deny the application for internship for Tracey Marshall Underwood since the Board has not received passing scores for the National boards. The motion was carried unanimously.
Review of List for Potential Examiners
The Board reviewed the list of Potential Examiners for the April 2006 Clinical Skills Examination. Anyone who was on the list with an active license was approved. The Board office will send the information to the National Board.
Review of Continuing Education 

Dr. Maschauer approved the following continuing education requests:

· Anti-VEGF Therapy for Macular Degeneration

· 45th Annual Heart of America Contact Lens and Primary Care Congress

· MOA 2006 Big Sky Ski Conference

· Multi-Focal IOL Technology 

Review of Complaints

Dr. Maschauer received a letter from Sam Nickerson, Investigative Administrator, requesting a cease and desist letter be sent to the respondent of compliant 12-02-05. Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to have Allison Reardon, DAG draft a letter for the Board president to sign. The motion was carried unanimously.
Other Business Before the Board (for discussion only)
Dr. Maschauer stated that in the past the Board use to require a certain score on the National Boards to become licensed. He would like to revisit this option. The Board looked at 2104 (4) of the statute which states:
“The Board shall adopt the administration, grading procedures and passing score set by the national board or of a comparable alternative national or regional examination, if a national examination is not available.”
This item will be added to the agenda at the next meeting for further discussion.
Public Comment
Dr. Betts addressed the board concerns of the internship requirements being met and asked if site visits would be allowed. Ms. Hoffman stated that the Board does not have authority to do that. 
Next Scheduled Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 16, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. in Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.

Adjournment

There being no further business, Dr. Maschauer made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Banta to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Renae JC Bailey
Administrative Officer






