
STATE OF DELAWARE 

HAZARD MITIGATION COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

January 9, 2019 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS. AND MEETING OVERVIEW 

Paige Fitzgerald, Natural Hazard Planning Supervisor, opened the meeting by welcoming 
attendees to the State Emergency Operation Center (EOC) and thanking them for attending. Paige 
asked attendees to introduce themselves and their areas of responsibility. 
Paige started with an overview of the meeting and proceeded with the first agenda item. 

Mike Powell, (DNREC) 

• Status of Floodplain Map Updates - Mike briefed, there are new floodplain 'maps for Kent and
Sussex County effective June 20, 2018. There were no coastal changes. All inland updates.
New County is being evaluated and should be effective by the end of the calendar year. There
is a constant need for new modeling to be done to reflect change.

• Community Rating System Updates - Mike briefed, the Community Rating System is the
mechanism where FEMA and their contractors determine if communities are doing more to
address their flood risk and give the credit through reduced insurance prices for all those
extra things they are doing. There are something like 48 incorporated municipalities in
Delaware or counties that have mapped flood plains. Only about 13 of them are in the CRS
and have asked if they are eligible for a discount. Of the 13, some have been in the CRS for
over 25 years. Of those 13 communities, New Castle County at a class 6, will be the highest
achieving CRS community in Delaware, getting the largest discount of 20%.

Paige Fitzgerald - DEMA 

• HMA Project Ranking and Approval - Paige Fitzgerald reported, PowerPoint presentation
attached,:

• Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Program - There are no projects at this time.
• Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) - Paige Fitzgerald reported on current projects,

PowerPoint presentation attached,:
• Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Program - Paige Fitzgerald reported, PowerPoint presentation

attached,:

State All-Hazards Miti1:ation Plan Update 

• Staff Changes - Mike Powell stated that Greg Williams is no longer the State Floodplain
Manager as he has accepted a new position. The job posting for the position should be
posted in the coming weeks.

• Local Plan Updates - Loren Reed briefed, the New Castle County Mitigation Plan expires in
November 2020 and the Kent County Mitigation Plan expires in June of 2020. Both New
Castle and Kent County have applied for FY18 PDM funding for their plan updates. The
Sussex County Mitigation Plan expires in April of 2022.

• Moving Forward - Loren commended the council members on a job well done with the
2018 State Hazard Mitigation Plan update, and stressed the importance of keeping the
momentum going with the plan. She also introduced the idea of State Mitigation Actions
Working Groups. These working groups help focus the effort on getting work on the
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