
Meeting Minutes  
Delaware Native Species Commission 

December 18, 2019 at 10 am 

Kent County Administrative Building, 555 Bay Road, Dover, Delaware  
Room 221 

 
Minutes approved on: April 15, 2020 

 
Members Present 

James White, Chair 
Robert Thornton, Vice-Chair  

Lori Athey 
Susan Barton 
Valann Budischak 
Sarah Cooksey 

Michael Costello 

Jeffery Downing  
Christopher Heckscher 

Jessica Inhof  
Ashley Kennedy 
Matthew Sarver 
David Saveikis 

Tracy Surles 
 
Members Absent 

Katherine Holtz  

James McCulley 
Darin Callaway 
Michael Petit de Mange  
Janice Truitt 

 

Administrative Staff 

Jennifer Childears, Administrative Specialist III 
 

Public Present 

Senator Stephanie Hansen 
Steven Dietrich 
Cameron Marcelle 

Roger Craig 
Tim Marshall 
Joe Wick 
Steve Sterling 

Phil Hershey 
Hope Shoemaker-Benjamin 

Pam Severson 
Steve Griffith 
Ann Chisholm 

Jill Wright 
Jenn Holmes 
Elena Stewart 
F.W. Rutkosky 

Steve Cottrell 

 
Call to Order 

Mr. White called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.  
 
Review and Approval of Minutes 

The commission reviewed the minutes of the October 16, 2019 meeting. Ms. Cooksey made a 

motion, seconded by Dr. Heckscher to accept the minutes with corrections noted. The motion 
carried unanimously by commission members present at that meeting.  
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Unfinished Business 

Summit Update (formally known as symposium) 
Mr. Downing reported that because Ms. Fischel is an individual, not a business, and she does not 

have liability insurance and was not going to get liability insurance, the state would be unable to 
contract with her for the purposes of coordinating the summit. The state can, however, contract 
with a third party and The Delaware Center for Horticulture (DCH), where Ms. Fischel works, is 
willing to be the third party.  

 
DCH has agreed to take over registration, marketing, and other logistics of the summit with the 
Commission providing the funding through a state contract to DCH. The next step is to get a 
scope of work from DCH to move forward with writing a contract. Mr. Saveikis stated it could 

be possible to have a signed contract and purchase order ready by the end of January. Mr. 
Saveikis noted the Commission should be prepared to delay the date of the summit past the 
intended time of March 2020. 
 

The other issue concerning the summit is fundraising and sponsorships. DCH would be willing 
to handle the money received for summit expenses but the Commission must follow state 
procedures involving all money, which includes following state standards when raising funds, 
Ms. Severson stating the example that funds could not be raised through certain activities such as 

raffles or other forms of gambling. Mr. Saveikis noted the cleanest way to handle the money is 
for it to come directly into DNREC then out to DCH to pay invoices related to the summit.  
 
Mr. Saveikis noted the need to move quickly to have a contract signed and purchase order 

created so the money appropriated by the General Assembly would be spent before June 30, 
2020. Currently, the Commission has allocated $16,000 for the summit and Mr. Downing 
reported a potential sponsorship of $7,000. Mr. Saveikis suggested the Commission raise the 
allocated amount to $20,000 to ensure there would be money if needed.  

 
Ms. Cooksey made a motion, seconded by Ms. Surles to increase the summit amount to $20,000 
with the understanding to keep costs as low as possible and make use of sponsorship money. The 
motion carried unanimously.  

 
General Assembly Report 
The Commission reviewed a list of goals for 2020 to include in the annual report. There were 
many goals listed that could be combined under one general heading. Through discussion, the 

Commission worked to combine similar goals under a main goal statement and then list the goals 
under the statement. Main areas of focus were supporting the Delaware Wildlife Action Plan, 
Education, Outreach, Funding and Open Space. Public attendees spoke about the Open Space 
Council and the Commission agreed with a statement from Senator Hansen to find out more 

about the council including attending meetings, making presentations and possibly having a 
member of the Commission on the Council should a vacancy occur. Mr. Wick, a public attendee, 
also noted that there is a system in place for funding through Forestry groups and councils. Mr. 
Wick mentioned that the system works well and the Commission should investigate other 

options before focusing solely on Open Space money or trying to reinvent the wheel.  
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Mr. White took notes on the discussion and will create a clean list of goals to send out to the 
Commission to review and returned to Ms. Childears by Friday, December 20 for inclusion in 
the annual report. 

 
Legislation 
Senator Hansen reviewed the draft legislation with changes made from the previous draft 
reviewed in October. Senator Hansen would like to get the bill on the agenda in January. The 

changes made are listed below: 
Line 6: add "not native to Delaware" after "subspecies" and before "identified".  
Line 21: After "Export" add "for the purpose of disposal, control, research or education." 
Lines 30 through 66: Placeholder.  Pending finalization of the list by the Delaware 

Invasive Species Council. 
Line 71:  Add "or label" after "tag" and before "that" 
Line 77:  Confirmed that "person" applies to businesses and entities other than an actual 
human being. 

Lines 87 and 88: Provides that the funds collected from the violations be used for the 
enforcement of this Chapter.  
Line 99:  Change "January" to "July". 

 

Discussion centered around the list of plants included on the bill. Mr. Saveikis provided the 
Commission with the Delaware Invasive Species Council (DISC) list of invasive plant species 
and their ranking: historical meant they were on the previous DISC list; additional species by 
DISC ranked as high, medium, or low are deemed invasive to some degree by the experts and; 

are therefore included in the current iteration of the DISC list. Species ranked as insignificant, 
were added to the DISC Watch List and will be reevaluated in two years when the list will again 
be revised.   
 

Bamboo was not listed in the bill or on the list because of the diversity of varieties of bamboo in 
the state, some of which are not considered invasive and it would be difficult to differentiate this 
at point of sale.  
 

Dr. Barton stated that she would like to have to low ranking species removed from the bill 
because it would be difficult to justify their inclusion and could cause the bill to fail. It would be 
better to move the low ranking species to the DISC Watch List, which the Secretary of 
Agriculture would maintain. Dr. Kennedy favored keeping the bill more inclusive but agreed that 

if keeping the low ranking species on the bill would cause failure, then it might be better to 
remove them. Mr. Sarver felt there were some low ranking species that were causing 
considerable impact in areas of the state and therefore should stay on. Ms. Athey pointed out that 
the list was evaluated and assessed for the health of Delaware as a whole and that although some 

species impacted specific areas of Delaware, DISC looked at ones that impacted all over 
Delaware.  
 
Mr. Wick, a public attendee, spoke at length about the impact this bill will have on the industry 

and the need to have strong enforcement written into the law. The industry is voluntarily 
removing non-native species and advocating for use of non-invasive species to homeowners but 
without strong enforcement, there is nothing stopping an individual from obtaining invasive or 
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non-native species through the internet or other less scrupulous sellers. Without an enforcement 
measure, the support of the industry will wane, especially as local businesses lose money to other 
nurseries or out of state suppliers. Mr. Wick also warned the Commission to tread lightly and 

have enough funding to see the bill through with enforcement so that the industry continues to 
support the bill. 
 
Mr. White stated that the bill should drop any species that could not be well defended in order to 

give the bill its best chance of succeeding.  
 
Discussion then moved on to Reed Canary Grass. Ms. Surles noted that after seeing it on the bill 
in October, New Castle County researched alternatives for use in their wastewater fields and 

feels they have found a suitable alternative. Ms. Inhof disagreed with keeping it on the bill as 
several local farmers find the crop profitable and it would be harmful to their income to have it 
on the list. Ms. Inhof requested Reed Canary Grass be removed from the bill. Ms. Inhof also 
noted that the Department of Agriculture is requesting funding for 4 additional staff to 

implement the bill. Senator Hansen is hopeful that the fiscal note that will go with the bill will 
include the necessary funding. 
 
Dr. Barton made a motion, seconded by Mr. Thornton to accept the species listed on the bill but 

not showing on the DISC list and to move the low-ranking DISC species to the Watch List. The 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Ms. Inhof asked if “person” was defined and Senator Hansen stated that it was defined in 

Delaware Code and that it applies to businesses and entities other than an actual human being.  
 
Mr. Saveikis made a motion, seconded by Ms. Inhof to remove Reed Canary Grass from the bill 
and onto the Watch List to allow further time to evaluate the risks and alternatives. Ms. Athey 

stated that it had already been assessed and removing it could lessen the basis of the list as it 
would appear to favor certain agencies. Mr. Saveikis noted that leaving it in would cause state 
entities to be breaking the law by having it in their wastewater fields. Mr. Thornton, Ms. 
Cooksey, Mr. Downing, Mr. Saveikis, Ms. Inhof and Mr. Costello voted yes. Dr. Kennedy, Ms. 

Surles, Dr. Heckscher, Mr. Sarver, Dr. Barton, Ms. Budischak and Ms. Athey voted no. The 
motion failed to pass. 
 
Senator Hansen will schedule a meeting with the Department of Agriculture and DNREC for a 

fuller discussion on reed canary grass points.  
 
New Business 

Due to the length of time taken to discuss the General Assembly Report and Legislation, many 

items under New Business were tabled. 
 
Subcommittee Guidelines 
The Commission was to review a set of guidelines developed by a Division of Developmental 

Disabilities Services Task Force. This item was tabled due to time constraints.  
 
How to address Frenchtown Woods request and similar inquiries 
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Members of the group were in attendance and spoke under the public comment section. 
Discussion on this specific topic was tabled due to time constraints. 
 

Law and Regulations Subcommittee Report 
Mr. Petit De Mange was not in attendance. There was no report.  
 
Education Subcommittee Report 

In addition to the earlier summit discussion, Mr. Downing reported that the subcommittee has 
designed a table top display and is nearing completion on making that a reality.  
 
Other Business 

Commission Logo review 
This matter was tabled due to time constraints. 
 
Top Ten Tasks 

No updates at this meeting. 
 
Goals for 2019 
No updates at this meeting. 

 
Public Comment 

Members of the Frenchtown Woods group spoke about their adversity in fighting to preserve the 
areas of land that are not already protected. There is encroaching development from a proposed 

55+ community and planed roads through the woods. The group has been working with local 
councils for a conservation plan. The group needs traction and the Commission was suggested to 
them as a resource. With the woods being threatened, how can the Commission help? What can 
the group do? Mr. White mentioned that the Frenchtown Woods is a great example of 

biodiversity in Delaware and put the question to the Commission of how they could focus on 
this. Mr. Sarver mentioned that if the project isn’t on the radar of the  Open Space Council, it will 
not be looked at and thought a key to help is to try to get the influence of the Open Space 
Council. 

 
Mr. Wick again cautioned the Commission about education and enforcement concerning the 
invasive plant bill. He also mentioned that the Maryland Agriculture Department had created 
tiers for species, something the Commission is discussing with the bill. He suggested the 

Commission look into what MD does.   
 
Another member of the public spoke about the problem of combating invasive species with 
limited resources. Could the Commission help gather resources, materials, people to help?  

 
Next Meeting Date and Location 

The next meeting is scheduled for February 19, 2020, in Room 220 at 10:00 am.  
 

Adjournment 

There being no further business or time, the meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Jennifer Childears, Administrative Specialist III 
DNREC, Division of Fish & Wildlife 

 
 


