
FIN
AL

 
STATE OF DELAWARE 

STATE COUNCIL FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
Margaret M. O’Neill Bldg., Third Floor, Suite 1 

410 Federal Street 

Dover, Delaware 19901 
 302-739-3621 

  

The Honorable John Carney John McNeal 

 Governor SCPD Director 

 

1 

 

BRAIN INJURY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
June 1, 2020 – 2:00 PM 
Zoom Virtual Meeting  

18 in attendance of 24 QUORUM PRESENT  

ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCE MEMBERS PRESENT:  

Christine Applegate, Nurse Navigator, Neurosurgery, Bayhealth Neurosciences;  Linda 
Brittingham, ChristianaCare Health System/Delaware Healthcare Association (CCHS) 
(DHA); Tammy Clifton, DOL/ DVR, Senior Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor and BIC 
Chair (obo Andrea Guest, Director); Nicholas Duko obo; (Program Mgr., BCBS Highmark 
Health Options); Dr. Katie Freeman, Psy.D., Clinical Psychologist, (DHSS/DPBH); Sue 
Gamel-McCormick, APRN, DHSS/DMS/Birth to Three;  Kristy Handley, Executive 
Director (Brain Injury Association of Delaware (BIAD);  Jeffrey S. Hysan, Paralegal, 
Community Legal Aid Society, Inc., Disabilities Law Program; Miguel Marcos, TCM 
Program Manager, Wilmington VA Medical Center;  Dale Matusevich, DOE, ECE, 
Education Associate, Transition Services (obo Mary Ann Mieczkowski); Karen 
McGloughlin, Director of Women’s Health (obo Dr. Karyl Rattay, Director); Christina 
Miller, Insurance Investigator Supervisor, Department of Insurance/TBI Survivor; Dorothy 
Prior, Psychologist, (obo Marie Nonnemacher) (DDDS); Nancy Ranalli, Director of 
Community Outreach, Easterseals; Dr. Ron Sarg, DCVA/MOAA; Wendy Strauss, 
GACEC; Carey Swartzentruber, Survivor; Karen Tanner, Psychologist, DSAMH (obo 
Elizabeth Romero).   

ABSENT: (5) 

Andrew Burdan, Brain Injury Advocate; Megan Coulbourne, Director of Therapy 
Operations, (Encompass Health); Kristin Harvey, DDC (obo Michael Harris); Lacie 
Spence, GACEC (Designee obo Wendy Strauss); Tiffani Taylor, Nurse Navigator Post-
Acute Medical Rehabilitation Dover (obo George DelFarno, Director); and Jamila Waigwa, 
DHSS/DSAAPD.  

ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES: (3) (Not able to vote or count toward quorum) 

IN-PERSON – N/A 
ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES: Stefanie Lancaster, 
Survivor; Karen L. Panunto, Ed.D., MSN, APRN, Department Chair & MSN Program 
Director/Professor of Nursing, Wesley College; Dee Rivard, SCPD. 
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CALL TO ORDER 

Tammy Clifton called the meeting to order at 2:09 p.m. after a quorum of members 
connected to the ZOOM meeting. Tammy thanked everyone for attending.   

ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Tammy inquired if there were any additions, corrections or deletions to the agenda and 
hearing none requested a motion to approve the agenda as prepared.  

• Ron Sarg made a motion to approve the agenda as prepared, Karen McGloughlin 
seconded the motion and voting members in attendance unanimously approved the 
agenda as prepared.  

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING’S MINUTES  

Tammy moved on to agenda item III asking if everyone reviewed the minutes of the May 
4th meeting. Tammy called for additions, corrections, or deletions to the minutes.  

• Christine Applegate made a motion to approve the minutes of the 05/04/2020 BIC 
meeting as prepared, Ron Sarg seconded the motion and voting committee 
members in attendance unanimously approved the motion approving the minutes 
as prepared.   

SURVIVOR UPDATE 

Tammy moved on to Agenda Item IV asking if Carey or Stefanie had anything that they 
wanted to share today. 

• Carey stated that he just wanted to thank all the committee members. He really 
appreciates all the hard work that members do for this committee. He also thanked 
Kristy Handley for everything that she has been busy with on behalf of the Brain 
Injury Association of Delaware Support Groups. He is aware that what she does 
takes a lot of time.   

• Tammy asked from Carey to share from his perspective what he thought about the 
how the virtual support groups were working. Carey stated that he really liked them 
especially since he did not have to go anywhere in order to participate in the 
support group. He also appreciates that the virtual support group meetings are held 
weekly instead of monthly because if he misses a meeting it is not so long until he 
can participate in another meeting. While it is nice to see people he really does like 
the virtual meetings as well. Tammy thanked him stating that BIAD wanted to get 
the perspective from the support group participants because BIAD has talked about 
continuing with the virtual meetings when all the COVID-19 pandemic is over. At 
least in some capacity. Tammy believes that hosting the meetings virtually has 
been a positive thing and she appreciates Carey’s sharing his input on the 
meetings.  

• Tammy asked if any other survivors wanted to give any input today; however, 
Stefanie did not have anything that she wanted to share during today’s meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Tammy moved on to agenda item V., calling for committee and subcommittee reports. 
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Motorcycle Helmet Advocacy 

Tammy moved on to Section V. Old Business calling on John McNeal to provide an 
update on the status of the motorcycle legislation.  

• John stated that during his last Directors’ meeting on May 18 it was brought to his 
attention that the Legislature has and will continue to resume virtually; however, the 
only legislation that will be passed this year will relate to the budget or they may be 
some bills passed related to COVID-19. Anything else is not going to be introduced, 
brought before committees, or be looked at this year.  The Legislature is focusing 
90% on the budget and grant-in-aid review. Beyond that, anything else will not 
move forward, which in some ways may be beneficial. We will make the best of the 
circumstances because by that time we may have some data from DHIN. We are 
delving in and working. Dee and Karen have done a great job of identifying from 
DHIN the information that we want to be analyzed. John will address this more a bit 
further along in the agenda.  

• Regarding the helmet bill, it won’t happen this year. However, we do have a good 
bill that we can move forward with and continue to work support for this legislation. 
There are a few minor Delaware specific pieces of data that need to be included in 
the final version of the legislation that are already available. Beyond this, that is all 
John had for the committee on this subject.  Questions? Concerns? 

• Katie inquired if the Delaware Legislature not passing any other legislation impacts 
the ability of opening the Traumatic Brain Injury Fund up from TBI brain injuries only 
to more broadly including brain injuries in general. John responded yes, because 
that would require a change in the Delaware Code as well.  Once the COVID-19 
pandemic happened, with all of us working from home, and the Delaware 
Legislature not meeting; we have not been able to operate in the same manner as 
we have in the past years.  Yes, that is something that simply would not be 
available to happen this legislative year. John believes that this is a good 
opportunity to try to frame some language and to look at everything.  Just because 
Legislators are not meeting, does not mean that they are not available. John is 
regularly meeting with legislators and policy makers across the state to discuss 
different bills that will not get through this year. However, we know they will come 
up next year along with other policy programs.  It is something that we look to do 
and John will talk a little more later in the meeting to get a little more into things that 
he is going to propose to do with our budget in order not to waste funds and to put it 
to good use.   

COMMITTEE & SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

• TBI Fund Application Review Committee Update  

o Nancy Ranalli shared that the TBI Fund had 3 applications finished up 
during the last month. One was for a young man who broke some teeth 
during a seizure that was TBI related. The fund paid for that and his mother 
is reporting that now he is pain free and is doing much better.   

o The fund also paid for a weighted blanket for a young adult female who had 
a brain injury when she was 13 years old. The female uses the weighted 
blanket to help with anxiety and other issues going on when she has rough 
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days.  Her mother sent the Fund a picture of her sleeping at night with the 
blanket on after her daughter had a particularly hard day.  The weight of the 
weighted blanket really allowed her daughter to rest and get the sleep that 
she needed.  

o All three of these families sent the Fund letters about what happened and to 
thank the Committee for the funding that made such a difference in their 
loved one’s activities of daily living.  

o The third case is more along what we typically fund, which involved a family 
member caring for their elderly parent with a TBI who was experiencing a lot 
of falls at home. We funded the installation of an outdoor ramp to the home, 
made some bathroom modifications to improve safety by installing 
accessible handrails inside and outside of the shower along with a comfort 
height toilet and a bedside commode to make it safer for the individual.  His 
caregiver feels better now that her loved one can live at home and navigate 
safely without falling.  

o These are 3 different things that were funded in the last month.  Hopefully, 
we will be able with the letters that they sent to put them on the SCPD, Brain 
Injury section of the website to be able to show some of the things that are 
approved for funding. Questions? 

o Dee shared that the tooth extraction cost $580.00 because the tooth and 
gum were infected which required an extraction by an oral surgeon.  The 
weighted blanket cost approximately $97.00 and the home modifications 
including the home assessment cost approximately $5,621.20.  The two 
outstanding items from the last request are the purchase of a bedside 
commode and balance shoes to help prevent falls. Due to the pandemic we 
were unable to purchase for the client during the pandemic. Dee obtained a 
loaner from the Frederica Spring Creek which was sanitized no less than 4 
times before being delivered to the client. Dee is working to obtain an 
evaluation for this client to get proper shoes to help prevent falls.  

o Ron inquired if the tooth extraction was TBI related and covered by our 
Fund? Dee responded yes, because it was caused by a seizure that is 
caused by the clients TBI. Especially since Delaware Medicaid has not 
completed their regulations or received approval from the Federal 
government to proceed with their dental program. Ron inquired if the client’s 
tooth replacement would also fall under our funding. That is going to be a 
little more expensive than the tooth extraction. Dee stated that she thought 
that it would; however, she deferred to the Director advising that right now 
the family has put the tooth replacement on hold because the extraction 
experience was so traumatic to the young man that he just wants to heal 
now.  If they want to seek the funding for replacement, the family will have to 
reapply if they want to pursue this option.  

o Tammy inquired if there were any open applications in the works at this time. 
Nancy deferred to Dee who responded that the fund has one application in 
progress for brain mapping and brain training neurotherapy. Dee is excited 
about this specific application because we received the referral request from 
a licensed neurologist. The approval included a requirement for the patient’s 
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neurologist to submit a letter to the Fund once the therapy is completed to 
note improvements in functional goals and activities of daily living if any.    

o Dee mentioned that she was aware that Lauren Haggerty from BrainLove 
Neurotherapy doing business as (dba) Lozedo was offered an opportunity 
through the Brain Injury Association of Delaware (BIAD) to speak a one of 
their virtual support group meetings for Sussex County and Kent County so 
we may receive additional request for brain training neurotherapy.  

o Kristy Handley, Executive Director of BIAD noted that Lauren spoke at the 
last joint virtual meeting of the Kent and Sussex County Support Group on 
last Thursday. Kristy shared that it seems to her that two if not 3 individuals 
appeared interested in submitting applications for funding to receive the 
neuro mapping and neurotherapy sessions. 

o Nancy asked Dee if we didn’t also have a driver assessment and training 
application open.  Dee shared while this request is open, with the pandemic, 
the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) has not been open for the family to 
help the individual obtain the driving permit from DMV. The applicant 
requesting funding has to be able to obtain his permit, set up a Driving 
Assessment session with Bryn Mawr, obtain and have installed any 
accessible driving modifications for the family vehicle required by the 
assessment, and complete the required number of driver training sessions 
listed on the driving assessment report before the DMV driving permit 
expires. The applicant’s mother has been having trouble obtaining the permit 
from the DMV with everything that is currently going on.  This is another 
application that due to the upcoming end of the fiscal year we may have to 
close out and have the applicant re-apply during FY21 when it is safe obtain 
the permit and receive the driving assessment and driver training sessions.  

o Dee deferred to Director McNeal at this point for an announcement that he 
wanted to make. 

o John announced that the Fund is once again budget wise, in too good of 
shape. John stated that he believed that the fund has approximately $9,000 
from FY18 that must be spent or forfeited by June 14 the end of this fiscal 
year. John stated that the Fund also has approximately $23,048.80 from 
FY19 funds that must be obligated for specific projects on purchase orders 
and expended by June 14 of next year. This does not include the FY20 
funds that we have to utilize for TBI Fund projects and assistance next year. 
John announced that in FY21 the Fund will not receive its annual allocation, 
which is a one-time occurrence. John assured members that if something 
changes, or if someone wants to make the allocation reversion a more 
permanent thing it will be something that we can address at that time to fight. 
What John needs to address currently is the $9,000 that we have in FY18 
funds.  

o John announced that he is working on a couple of different avenues. John 
also has some SCPD contractual funds that he needs to utilize for this year. 
It is one of those use or lose circumstances.  He is going to try to utilize 
these funds for some of our TBI initiatives.  We continue to have a great 
need to do outreach that this committee has discussed for quite some time. 
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Organizationally, we all kind of do our parts, and try to do so independently. 
However, John does not believe that there is any one agency, particularly 
state agencies, with the membership we have from several state, non-profit, 
and for-profit agencies that have part of what they do include outreach. John 
announced that he asked Kristy Handley, Executive Director of the Brain 
Injury Association of Delaware (BIAD) with her group, to put together a 
proposal to do outreach and education for the Brain Injury Committee (BIC). 
Prevention and Outreach Subcommittee as part of what they do. This will 
help bring attention specifically to the Brain Injury Committee and the 
Delaware TBI Fund. John stated that he does not care so much who 
performs the education and outreach so much as he is concerned that it is 
done effectively. Education and outreach are part of the Brain Injury 
Association of Delaware’s mission. If the Brain Injury Committee can help 
support their mission it also helps to support the initiatives and goals of the 
Brain Injury Committee.  We have previously done other types of contracts 
with BIAD as part of what the Delaware TBI Fund does in providing funding 
for TBI projects by paying the BIAD to help get jobs done and perform the 
background information gathering and detail work for TBI Fund Projects. In 
short, John would rather do this by having Kristy provide the SCPD/BIC with 
a proposal that he can submit to the SCPD financial staff. John assured 
everyone that the proposal will be reviewed fairly to ensure that it is 
something that is going to meet the needs of the Brain Injury Committee; 
however, we are not going to just throw money away either. Kristy knows 
and understands that very well.  If there are any thoughts, concerns, or 
considerations on this subject, please let John hear them now or forever 
hold your peace because we either must spend the money or give it back to 
the General Fund.  

o Karen McGloughlin inquired what John’s deadline was. John responded that 
it was not so much submitting the budget as it was liquidating the budget. 
John would like to have the proposal by the 10th so that he has time to 
review it and request any necessary corrections, additions, or deletions prior 
to submitting it to the fiscal section.  

o Kristy responded that she is trying to submit the proposal to John by 
Wednesday if possible. John stated that would work as that would allow for 
review and making any adjustments that are needed prior to submission to 
fiscal. John is hoping that we can get this taken care of and have our Fund 
be put to good use. This is long overdue, and John does not know why he 
did not think of it earlier. John inquired if there were any other questions.  

o Tammy thanked John very much for his consideration of BIAD.  
o Dee inquired if John was also going to speak to the Delaware Healthcare 

Information Network (DHIN) proposal.  
o Karen inquired if John already decided that the funding is going to the BIAD 

or is his looking for other proposals. John stated that has considered other 
options; however, with the current timeframe, and the amount being under 
the threshold for the State requirement of 3 separate proposals. John knows 
what is available, the capacity and the hard work that BIAD does so, in effect 
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it was an ask more than it was a proposal to us. Because this was done in-
between meetings, although again this is something that could have been 
done at any time. John stated that he would rather spend the money to help 
Delawareans with brain injuries and he has two ways to do it.  He can either 
spend the available $9,000 through the Fund or he can spend available 
funds from the SCPD. He would like to use the $9,000 that is available in the 
TBI Fund in accordance with what the Council already agreed upon. The 
Council agreed that at least $5,000 per year could be spent on education, 
prevention and outreach from the TBI Fund. He would like to see those 
funds put to good use.  Throughout the year, John would expect quarterly 
updates from BIAD as to how that funding is being utilized, what specific 
outreach they performed, what education is being done and where; 
however, he believes that this will help fulfill a Committee initiative, while at 
the same time supporting a competent non-profit organization already 
proficient in working with Delawareans with brain injuries.  Karen asked if the 
short answer was yes and John confirmed that it was. Dee thought that what 
Karen was trying to ask was whether any other agencies could submit 
proposals.  Karen stated that she did have an idea; however, if John already 
decided that the funds are earmarked then she didn’t want to waste 
everyone’s time during the meeting talking about other options if it was 
already decided. That is ok and as John stated there are other options 
throughout the year to submit proposals. Karen clarified that she was not 
disagreeing with the decision, she just wanted to know for these purposes, 
during today’s meeting, if that decision was already made.  John responded 
to state in a much shorter fashion that yes, we are going to work with BIAD 
through this process. However, John stated that he has enough funding left 
over and that he would like to secure that funding with a purchase order. If 
Karen has other ideas to share, John would like to secure the additional 
funding remaining as effectively as he possibly can. To that we have the 
funding to spend for this next year and have yet to prove that we can spend 
the entire amount in one year. John hopes to see this change but until that 
time comes, he will accept whatever proposal come forth that help the BIC 
to get the word out and helps this Committee to accomplish its mission of 
reducing brain injuries in Delaware regardless of what kind of brain injuries 
they are.  

o Karen thinks that all agencies are going to have a challenge to do outreach 
and public awareness during COVID because we cannot do gatherings. 
Karen believes that some brain storming is going to be necessary to figure 
out how to reach people when we are not supposed to be reaching out in 
person. Dee suggested radio, television, social media, and newspaper 
advertising.   

o Kristy wanted to ensure that everyone was aware the BIAD increased its 
efforts as soon as COVID hit to put into place (1) virtual support groups 
throughout Delaware and are hosting them multiple times per month. Like 
Carey said BIAD is not just holding support groups one time per month 
anymore because they found that their members needed the support more 
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often. As a matter of fact, BIAD went from a combined membership for Kent 
County and Sussex County of 8 individuals attending per month to over 40 
individual attending during the month for Kent County and Sussex County. 
BIAD also increased educational activities throughout the State virtually as 
well.  Some of their educational outreach talks about planning for special 
needs and include education on mindfulness in addition to other supports 
that they know Delaware’s brain injury community needs. BIAD is also 
partnering with other organizations like NeuroRestorative, Post-Acute 
Medical (PAM) and Bayhealth Hospital to provide educational events for the 
needs of Delaware’s brain injury community.  BIAD also invited Bay Health 
to the BIAD’s August Board meeting to discuss what needs they are seeing 
in the post-acute settings in their therapy sessions. E.g. What the needs are 
and what are some of the things that BIAD needs to be working on in 
Delaware to make sure that our brain injury community has the supports 
they need in order to have the quality of life that they deserve. Karen 
mentioned one of BIADs virtual educational sessions on the legal needs 
going forward. Karen participated in the webinar and thought that it was 
exceptional. Karen thought that Kristy was absolutely right and stated that 
she was able to attend quite a few of the webinars and thought that they 
were very well done.  

o John asked if there were any other questions, concerns or other statements.  
o Tammy put on her BIAD President’s hat to thank John again for the 

consideration of this funding opportunity.  She stated that she and Kristy will 
talk as well so she can give her an idea of what this proposal is likely to look 
like. Tammy stated that the BIAD Board has had this same discussion on 
their own in trying to figure out how they can move the outreach needle 
forward so this funding opportunity is certainly going to be a big help. 
Tammy thanked John for thinking of BIAD. John advised that the SCPD 
does have expectations that we hope to work through in order to make this 
partnership a positive one during these challenging times. We have found it 
much easier to assemble and to gather people together virtually in the 
environment that we are currently in. John stated that he can get more 
people to attend and participate virtually than he can get to attend at the 
Smyrna Rest Area. This is an opportunity for us to work with Kristy and 
Tammy and the BIAD Board to ensure that we have as successful a 
program as we can and then build on it. John told Karen that if there are 
other opportunities that she wants to send him, to please feel free to email 
him the proposals for review in a way that will allow this Committee to fulfill 
the mission of the Committee and the State Council.  

o John stated that the other thing that we are working on is to come up with an 
agreement with the Delaware Healthcare Information Network (DHIN) for 
data analysis. John stated that he has some SCPD funds that he needs to 
utilize as well. We have worked very, well with the DHIN and they have been 
very generous with their time and the information that they have provided. 
John stated that he almost has unfortunately, a full-time researcher analyst 
working for the State Council for Persons with Disabilities and (1) that is 
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unfair to her and (2) we have the capacity and the need to as part of our 
legislative responsibilities to the State Council for Persons with Disabilities 
as the state clearinghouse for all data relating to persons with disabilities to 
utilize the data.  Part of that is knowing in which part of the State that people 
with disabilities live and what their needs are. We have not effectively 
utilized information to do this because we have not really had the means and 
access to the data to do this. Now the DHIN in some way has provided us 
the means to open our eyes to some of the other things that we need to do. 
With the COVID crisis, we are going to spend some money with DHIN 
researching after this crisis is done what went right and what went really, 
really wrong, as well as, identifying and obtaining real facts. John shared 
that we are really struggling to get facts from the Department of Health and 
Social Services (DHSS) regarding some of the information that we have 
requested and are entitled to as a Council. It is challenging right now 
because we want the information now. John believes that having the 
information will help our other responsibilities of providing advice to 
individuals and advising the legislature. However, we are not getting the 
cooperation from the other end. With the tool that we now have, it is 
unfortunate that we will get the information after this whole crisis ends. John 
stated that we are going to be able to do a lot of research now and to get 
analysis on the information shared with us and whether it was correct. John 
stated that we are going to utilize this to ensure that next time, and there will 
be a next time, that we will are better prepared. Data is everything! We have 
been hearing this for years and can argue that it is difficult to do almost 
anything without having the data. Now we have the resources to access the 
data and it is John’s hope that maybe not this year; however, he does have 
the opportunity to request door opener funds which is how he was able to 
receive the funds the last time for this. All he can do is ask and all they can 
do is tell him no. John stated that he will let Dee and Karen who have 
worked tirelessly to review what DHIN has to specifically offer within the 
budget that he gave DHIN for this year. We will continue to work through the 
data. It is a lot of data and a lot of good information.     

• Data Development Subcommittee (DDS) Update 

o Karen McGloughlin shared that Dee is doing all the work and that Karen just 
shows up at the meetings.  

o Dee shared that Karen is the one who comes up with all of the probing 
questions to ensure that the data we receive is going to accurately answer 
the questions being asked and not show false results due to data gaps or 
the length of time that it takes to input the data into the system. Dee 
provided several examples of Karen’s inciteful questions including: How long 
does it take to get the data into the system and produce reports?  When will 
all the 2019 data be fully available? Can we receive a list of who is and who 
isn’t included in the dataset? Can we receive the data display per capita due 
to the gaps in the data population? Dee shared that she has another half 
page containing Karen’s probing questions for DHIN. Karen asked if she 
received any answers to the questions yet?  Dee advised that she submitted 
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Karen’s questions to Terri Lynn but has not received an answer back yet.  
Dee is hopeful that Terri Lynn will provide the answers during their virtual 
collaboration this Thursday. Dee asked Karen if she would like to invite the 
other members of the Data Development Subcommittee (DDS) to join in 
Thursday’s virtual data collaboration. 

o John stated that he thought that it is important to also include the other 
members for input. Karen also thought that was a great idea adding that if 
any member at any point from the DDS wants to join in on the little pow 
wows that we have, to refine the data she welcomes them to join. Karen 
asked Dee to share the invitation with DDS members.  

o Karen shared that this is an evolving process and that she and Dee have 
been meeting weekly with DHIN representatives to refine the questions that 
we want answered from the DHIN data. The DHIN has been very kind in 
offering their time and expertise to sort of methodically go through, ask our 
questions and then rework the information they have for them to return the 
next week with what they are thinking answers our question. Then Karen 
and Dee ask them more questions about what the data shows and the 
reasons for any gaps and then DHIN representatives go back to refine the 
data answering our questions.  It is an ongoing process in this regard. A lot 
of what Karen’s push consistently is, is to ensure that whatever final product 
we have, is a reliable set of numbers that we can verify and justify and state 
that we know that this is what the picture looks like in Delaware. Up to this 
point we have been dealing with mostly aggregate data from the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) or from DHSS and that is because we have a 
relatively small number of people in Delaware in general and then the TBIs 
although we know it is a serious issue, it is still a relatively small number of 
people.  We must be careful with small numbers and trying to extrapolate 
data.  Karen is trying to make sure that the data is reliable and accurate and 
are still sort of working out the contracts for the entire financial piece. That is 
what Dee and John have been working on and make sure that we can send 
money DHINs way for their analyzed reports. Like she said previously, 
Karen just shows up to those meetings. We are getting there.  

o Dee asked Christine and Nick to check their spam mailboxes for the 
invitation that she just shared with them. Dee will send the invitation to 
Andrew once this meeting ends because she has to reformat the email in a 
way that Andrew can view it because he is unable to read the Outlook 
invitations.  

o John advised that he wants to step back to the BIAD proposal.  Because 
John would like to use the TBI Funding first instead of Council funds, he 
would ask for a vote to approve using the TBI Funds to support the BIAD 
Proposal for education, prevention, and outreach activities. While John is 
able to discuss the proposal with the Council Chair to receive his authority to 
expend Council funds. However, he believes that it is better to use the TBI 
Funds as previously authorized by the Council with an approving vote from 
this Committee on the initiative to contract BIAD to do the outreach and 
education. 
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o Karen McGloughlin inquired if the BIAD education and outreach is in place 
of what the Prevention & Outreach (P & O) Subcommittee has worked on or 
in conjunction with what they are working on. How does this initiative work 
with the subcommittee?  

o John stated that the BIAD Proposal would be in conjunction with the work 
the P & O Subcommittee is working on and that he would expect BIAD to 
provide at least quarterly reports to the P & O Subcommittee. Karen asked if 
Kristy is a part of the P & O Subcommittee.   Kristy clarified that she asked to 
be a part of the subcommittee prior to the COVID pandemic striking and has 
not attended any meetings yet. Christine Chairs the P & O subcommittee. 
Tammy stated that she is on the P & O subcommittee and John stated that 
Tammy would have to abstain from any voting as part of the P & O 
Subcommittee because she is the President of BIAD although it would make 
it much easier to provide quarterly reports.  John advised that the BIC 
members can decide if they want the reports to come to the P & O 
Subcommittee or to the full BIC.  

o Karen shared that the only reason she raised the issue is because it is a 
logical response because the P & O Subcommittee had some difficulty 
moving forward, particularly with COVID for John to essentially contract that 
out. She was unsure if that is what the BIAD proposal was or if we are 
contracting with BIAD for them to pick-up where the P & O Subcommittee 
left-off. However, what it sounds like is that John wants BIAD and the P & O 
Subcommittee to work together. John confirmed that he would like both 
groups to work together because he believes the education and outreach 
affects more than just one group. It will also help BIAD identify other 
priorities due to reporting and give ideas of what the needs are. John 
believes that it is mutually beneficial. Karen agreed.  

o John advised that at this point, he does not want to look like he is being a 
totalitarian leader and believes that it is important for the committee to vote 
on funding the BIAD proposal. 

o Karen made a motion to provide funding to the BIAD for them to provide 
brain injury and traumatic brain injury education, prevention and outreach as 
described by John on behalf of the BIC. Ron Sarg seconded the motion. 
Tammy called for discussion before the vote and hearing none called for a 
vote on using the leftover TBI Funds from FY18 in conjunction with the BIC 
P & O Subcommittee to BIAD for outreach and education.  BIC members in 
attendance unanimously approved with Kristy and Tammy abstaining from 
voting and Christine Applegate and Dorothy Prior submitting affirmative 
votes via chat. The motion carried.  

o Tammy clarified that John is in conversation with Kristy now to start this 
initiative. John confirmed that he is waiting to receive the BIAD proposal. 
Kristy further clarified that the request for proposal just came to her attention 
this past Friday evening and it wasn’t like she and John were sitting on this 
for a week. John confirmed that it came to fruition late this past Friday and 
that he has been waiting anxiously two whole days in which he wasn’t even 
home to receive the proposal. Kristy stated that she was participating in 
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meetings all day today and has not been able to work on the proposal yet. 
John thanked the BIAD for their support.  

o Tammy moved on by requesting Christine to provide an update on the P & 
O Subcommittee activities.    

• Prevention and Outreach Subcommittee (P & O) 

o Christine stated that she did not have anything to report other than that she 
is hoping to start meeting again soon. She is just now officially back into her 
position; although, she has at least 3 months of work to catch up on.  

o Tammy understood and offered as a member of the P & O Subcommittee to 
help in any way that she or any of the other members can while Christine is 
working to catch up with her regular job responsibilities.  

o Christine advised that if the P & O Subcommittee members want to meet 
without her to discuss a path forward that she has no problem with that. 
Christine advised that she does not have to be a part of every meeting. 
Right now, Christine is having to do individual teaching over the phone due 
to COVID restrictions and cannot set any classes up. Right now, her 
schedule is full of cases because Bayhealth is starting to do surgeries again 
in a couple of weeks.  

NEW BUSINESS 
• Tammy inquired if any members had any new business for today? 

• Dee shared information with BIC members on an opportunity from the Brain Injury 
Association of America (BIAA) to provide research funds for chronic brain injuries.  
Applications for funding awards opened on May 15. There are two types of funding 
available: (1) Dissertation Grants funded at $5,000, and (2) Seed Grants funded up 
to $25,000. The BIAA is especially interested in finding novel approaches to 
understanding and ending long-term effects of brain injuries such as excess 
mortality associated with the more severe injuries and neurodegenerative diseases 
that may be triggered by a brain injury earlier in life or the consequences of 
childhood brain injuries. Dee will share the link with members so they can check out 
this opportunity. Dee stated that she previously shared this information with the 
DHIN who responded that this TBI Research Funding opportunity is a fantastic 
idea. While DHIN would support a researcher for this opportunity, they cannot 
allocate resources to be the actual researcher. At least not at this time. Should the 
BIC/TBI Fund Committee want to pursue this the DHIN could commit to supporting 
their effort. Dee stated that the BIC would have to find, perhaps the University of 
Delaware (U of D) or another educational institution to provide a researcher that 
could work with the DHIN in order to take advantage of this opportunity.  

• Karen shared that the U of D has their Star Campus that is involved in a lot of 
medical research projects and inquired if anyone knew of any other universities in 
Delaware, either Delaware State or Wilmington College work in this capacity as well 
or if it is mostly just the U of D who has the corner on the market. Karen stated that 
she just knows that the U of D is the first University that everyone thinks of, they 
receive a lot of funding, and that they also have a significant amount of work going 
on right now. It would be nice to see some of the other universities share in this 
funding. 
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• Dee believed that the U of D has the corner on the market.  

• Kristy announced that Delaware State University (DSU) does have a Neuro 
Program because her son’s friend is in that program. Kristy added that DSU is 
doing a lot of work surrounding dementia. Kristy offered to contact them stating that 
one of BIADs newer Board members felt that perhaps a grant to Delaware State 
University would offer a good opportunity for DSU to do some research on brain 
injuries. Kristy shared that she has not been in touch with them yet; however, she 
can reach out to them.  

• Dee asked Karen Panunto with Wesley College if she thought perhaps someone at 
Wesley College could possibly be a researcher in coordination with the SCPD/BIC 
and DHIN for this project.   

• Karen Panunto advised that she can reach out to Dr. Malcom DeSousa who 
handles a lot of the grants that come through Wesley to see if he is interested. She 
asked Dee to please send her the website for the BIAA grant funding.  

• Kristy thanked Dee for bringing that to everyone’s attention. Tammy agreed and 
clarified that the two types grant funding available were the Dissertation and the 
Seed grants. Dee confirmed the two types of grants and the differing amounts of 
$5,000 and up to $25,000. The email also has a link to click on to be able to view 
the types of funded projects. Kristy advised that when she looked at it earlier it was 
a lot of medical and physician type projects. Dee felt that even that information 
could still help the BIC if it included medical providers who were certified in brain 
injuries in Delaware and who provided their primary area of services in Delaware.  

• Kristy inquired about the work that Lauren Haggerty is doing with BrainLove 
Neurotherapy. Kristy shared that Lauren is doing some new research down in 
Sussex County. Perhaps this is something that she may be able to work with. Dee 
agreed to forward the link to Lauren to see if she is interested; however, Kristy 
volunteered to forward Lauren the link.  Dee advised that we just want to ensure 
that whomever we share the funding opportunity with does not just apply for the 
grant funding and leave BIC out of the loop. We want to be able to list it as a Brain 
Injury Committee Project in partnership with whomever. The BIC needs to be a part 
of the research because SCPD/BIC has the relationship with DHIN in order to 
obtain the data.  

• Tammy inquired if there was any other new business and hearing none, moved on 
to agenda item VI.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Kristy shared that the BIAD is working diligently to make sure that they have virtual 
support groups going on throughout the state. The next virtual support group for 
Kent and Sussex Counties is scheduled for June 11 with another one scheduled on 
June 28. If BIC members know of anyone who may be interested in joining, please 
send Kristy an email with the interested person’s email address because Kristy has 
to send participants a specific Zoom link for security purposes. Send Kristy the 
information at Director@BIAD.org and she will make sure that they receive an 
invitation to join.   

• BIAD is also doing various outreach events with another one scheduled this 
Wednesday with Wade from the Delaware Elder Law Center in Wilmington. Wade 

mailto:Director@BIAD.org
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is going to educate participants on planning for special needs.  This educational 
opportunity will be Wednesday at 4:00 p.m., and then on Monday, June 8 the BIAD 
is hosting another event with Jessica Moyer from Icehouse Wellness and 
Community on the 5Gs to a Stronger Mindset. Kristy stated that Jessica does an 
excellent job.  Kristy participated in one of Jessica’s session herself and it was 
fantastic. All information is available on the BIAD website under “Events” and 
anyone interested can sign-up directly from their website. Kristy asked BIC 
members to direct people to the BIAD phone number so she can get them signed 
up for the event.  

• Tammy shared that effective exactly one month from today, she is retiring from the 
State of Delaware on July 1. The BIC will need a new representative from the 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) to replace her. Dee clarified that Tammy 
would remain a member of BIC as a brain injury survivor. Tammy responded 
absolutely. Tammy confirmed Dee’s inquiry that Jocelyn Langrehr left on May 26 
and moved to another state agency.  

• Miguel Marcos advised that the Veterans Administration’s move was delayed by 
the COVID pandemic. The expected move of the Dover VA Clinic from its existing 
location to the Blue Hen Corporate Center was supposed to happen this month; 
however, it is now a date to-be-determined. Dee asked Miguel to please keep her 
updated on the move because she does share information on our social media 
pages related to Veterans for the SCPD followers. Miguel also shared that the 
Wilmington VA has not opened Phase I yet.  

• Kristy announced that BIAD will be moving their offices effective July 1 to the 
Frederica Senior Center. Dee asked Kristy to share their new address with her.  

• Stefanie Lancaster announced that the LIFE Conference Planning Committee is 
still meeting with the hope of hosting an in-person conference in January; however, 
they are also looking into the possibility of having to host some type of virtual 
conference with their contractor. Stefanie advised that the LIFE Conference 
Planning Committee is hoping to get plans in place in case the LIFE Conference 
must move to a virtual option. Stay tuned. Dee asked Stefanie to please share the 
contact information for their contractor with her.  

• Nancy Ranalli announced that the Easterseals Caregiver Conference typically held 
in October is moving to a virtual Caregiver Week during the last week of August this 
year. They will have different sessions each day of the week with the keynote 
session on Wednesday, which is typically when the conference would have been 
held. Easterseals is working out the details and the platform that they are planning 
to use. It is very disappointing because they typically have an excellent turnout.  
However, Easterseals was unsure of what exhibitors would be able to participate 
this year due to COVID expenses. Nancy advised that Easterseals plans to reach 
out to exhibitors to see if anyone wants to help by sponsoring some of their 
sessions. Stay tuned because Easterseals will release the information shortly.  
Nancy also announced that Easterseals support groups are being held virtually 3 
times per month. The Caregiver Week’s Sessions are planned for the week of 
August 24 with the keynote speaker on August 26. Easterseals plans to have the 
keynote speaker also do a morning and afternoon session with a caregiver panel 
probably on Tuesday of that week and someone else providing a session on either 
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self-care or mindfulness on Thursday and bookend these sessions with Easterseal 
specific sessions on Monday and Friday. Stefanie Lancaster advised that she may 
reach out to Nancy to find out what type of platform Easterseals plans to use for 
their virtual aspect of the conference in order to get an idea for the LIFE 
Conference. Nancy advised that they are still trying to figure that out right now and 
have not decided yet.  However, it will not be Zoom.  

ADJOURNMENT 

• Ron Sarg made a motion to adjourn that Carey Swartzentruber seconded. Tammy 
called for discussion and hearing none, called for a vote by committee members 
present who unanimously approved the motion to adjourn at 3:30 pm. Tammy 
wished everyone a good week and reminded them to stay safe.  

NEXT MEETING  

• The next scheduled Brain Injury Committee meeting is taking place virtually via 
Zoom on Monday, July 6, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. When held virtually, this meeting is 
accessible by desktop, laptop, and tablet, smartphones, teleconference with chat 
via computers without video capabilities and by regular teleconference.  

 




