
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BUSINESS MEETING – CALL TO ORDER 
The business meeting was called to order at 9:06 am by the Chair of the Commission.  
 
AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
LEADERSHIP REPORTS 
CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 
Commission Chair Calistro gave a brief recap of topics from last meeting.  Items still pending are Funding 
for the website overhaul and those changes taking place at the end of April.   
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
Executive Director Munford reported that a new Volunteer Services Administrator will be starting next 
week.  Suzanne Farris, formerly of The American Red Cross brings a wealth of experience in volunteer 
management as well as experience in website development and social media marketing. 
Executive Director Munford reported that the COVID-19 response is underway.  She has participated in 
many calls, weekly with Delaware Volunteers Organized Against Disaster, (DEVOAD) of which the State 
Office of Volunteerism is a partner; They are working in coordination with DEMA, The Red Cross, The 
Salvation Army and many other faith-based organizations. There is always an update from FEMA on the 
calls.  The SOV is engaged in the efforts of these groups and providing resources when possible.  The 
Food Bank of Delaware is involved in these calls as well. They have organized statewide mobile pantries. 
There were several that took place last month, and there are three mobile pantry events coming up next 
week, as well.  We have been able to support them with volunteers and will continue to do so.   
The Delaware Neighbors Network is supported and organized by Social Contract, which is Commissioner 
Lindroth’s group. It is a partnership between the Governor’s office, the SOV, United Way of Delaware 
and Lori’s Hands. The Network aids in accessing community resources and companionship to support 

ATTENDEES 
Commissioners Present: Paul Calistro, Sharon Morgan, Margarita Rodriguez-
Duffy, Margi Prueitt, Tim Sheldon, Gary Pippin, Lossie Freeman, Enid Wallace-
Simms, Charles Vincent 
SOV Staff Present: Cynthia Manlove, Kanani Munford, Charles Harris, Patty 
Courtney.  

 
NOTE TAKER 
Patty Courtney 

                  
                         
 

Governor’s Commission on Community and Volunteer Service 
                      Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

       Thursday April16, 2020 

                                       Zoom videoconference meeting 

                                                               9:00 am – 10:00 am 

                                                                  

 



the health and wellness of older adults and neighbors in need, during the stay at home order.  
Information about the network and how to get involved has been posted on the Volunteer Delaware 
website as well as the AmeriCorps face book page.  Executive Director Munford said she will be 
following up with Commissioner Charles Vincent who is the Director of Spur Impact, a Delaware 
nonprofit whose mission is to connect and inspire young professionals to make an impact in their career 
and community. 
Executive Director Munford thanked Commissioners Freeman, Prueitt and Rodriguez-Duffy for working 
with Points of Light to change the Volunteer Delaware website to redirect users to 211, DHSS and United 
Way. They were able to quickly move on that and make it happen.  
The Selection Committee for the Youth Awards met.  37 awards recipients were selected.  The Awards 
ceremony will be rescheduled once the social distancing restrictions due to COVID-19 have been lifted.  
The Executive Director thanked Commissioners Haberstroh and Benson for serving on the Selection 
Committee.   
At their monthly meeting, Executive Director Munford and Commission Chair Calistro discussed 
recognizing the Delaware volunteers working in the COVID-19 response effort to ensure vulnerable 
populations have what they need.  They discussed possibly recognizing them during the Governor’s 
Adult Awards.  She asked that if anyone had any suggestions as to how best to recognize these 
volunteers, to please contact her with those ideas. 
Executive Director Munford reported that the State Service plan timeline has been revised due to 
COVID-19 response efforts taking priority.  She will be sharing a draft of the plan on May 15 with the 
DHSS Leadership, then with the Commission and Steering Committee prior to the May 21st Commission 
meeting. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Commission Treasurer Pippin briefly went over the Commission Support Grant financial statement.  
There were no emergencies or concerns at this time. 
AmeriCorps Program Manager, Charles Harris, clarified that there were monies spent on items for MLK 
Day events that were categorized as supplies by the Fiscal Management Unit.  Charles will go over that 
with them and the correction will show in next month’s report. 
Commission Chair Calistro commented that People’s plans for how they were going to spend their 
money may radically change.  He asked if we are giving latitude to the agencies that we are funding as 
part of the COVID-19 response.  Are we communicating with them to identify their needs? If they are 
not able to spend the money, are we requesting of CNCS that they be able to reallocate their money? 
AmeriCorps Program Manager, Charles Harris replied that CNCS has already addressed a lot of the 
problems that have presented themselves. They have issued an FAQs page on their website that is 
updated daily.  The page gives support and options for members to complete their terms of service; 
Updates on matching requirements and carry-over of funds.  CNCS has responded and is being very 
flexible and supportive. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
NATIONAL SERVICE 
Commission Vice Chair Sharon Morgan reported that the AmeriCorps programs have been impacted 
significantly by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Education-focused programs are still operating on a 
limited basis. Summer Learning Collaborative, Teach for America, Reading Assist and TeenSHARP are 
offering assistance virtually.  AmeriCorps members serving at Delaware Parks are still performing their 
rigorous service as well as helping with extra projects at the Food Banks of Delaware.  Warrior 
Community Connect, Ministry of Caring and United Way members are continuing to serve.  Some in 
their regular roles and some in direct service roles related to Coronavirus. 



Commissioner Morgan encouraged the group to let any organizations they may know to consider 
applying for AmeriCorps funding.  While some organizations may think that applying for AmeriCorps 
funding for FY2021 may not be timely, they should consider applying for a planning grant. The RFP is 
posted on the bids.delaware.gov website.  Responses are due by May 18. 
AmeriCorps Program Manager, Charles Harris, added that he was made aware of a 3D printer project 
through an AmeriCorps alumnus who worked with the 3D printers as a member serving in libraries.  A 
conference call is scheduled to discuss using the printers to produce PPE for health care workers.  
Commission Vice Chair Rodrigues-Duffy added that medical shields have different specifications for 
different facilities, so it is important to be mindful of those requirements. 
 
DELAWARE VOLUNTERISM 
Executive Director Munford shared that Commissioner Hilda Adams has been very busy.  Her Duffle Bag 
Project that supported foster children has pivoted during this COVID-19 response to making masks. The 
group that started out with 60 volunteers is now currently at 81 volunteers and to date have made over 
2000 masks. They work with Nanticoke Hospital, Beebe Medical Center as well as EMS and agencies 
statewide.  Commissioner Adams has been getting the word out about the group’s efforts on several 
Sussex County radio stations, mentioning Volunteer Delaware as well. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Commission Chair Calistro shared that he received a call from Senator Chris Coons, who is very involved 
in National Service funding.  He is asking that CNCS consider expanding AmeriCorps during the COVID-19 
response to particularly support the health care and public health portion of it.  We may hear by next 
month that there is more money available and a bigger need for AmeriCorps service. Commission Chair 
Calistro said he has spoken with the Governor’s staff; they are supportive of the Senator’s initiative.  
They have a COVID Council that is in alignment with what the Senator would like to do.  This means that 
there is a possibility that we may need to go into high gear quickly to start a new COVID-AmeriCorps 
type program to help support what the health care and the public health folks think they will need over 
the next 12 months.  This could also offer an opportunity for college students working toward a medical 
degree to serve and possibly earn money for college.  Commission Chair Calistro concluded that this is 
literally a concept at this point, not a plan, and he will keep us updated on its progress. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion #1:   
Commission Chair Calistro moved to approve the meeting minutes from the 3/19/ 2020 meeting. 
Commissioner Prueitt seconded.  All were in favor.  The minutes were approved. 
 
ADJOURN 
Motion #2:  
Commissioner Pippin moved to adjourn. 
Commissioner Vincent seconded. 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:07. 
 


