
 

 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COORDINATING COUNCIL 

Public Awareness and Education Committee  

Minutes  
January 22, 2020 at Leonard H. Williams Justice Center, Wilmington DE 

 

The DVCC Training Committee met on January 22, 2020 at 2pm. In attendance were: Honorable Carl 

Danberg (Chair), Amanda Alcaraz (DVCC), Natasha Smith (DVCC), Mary Skaats (SAND), Ann Altemus 

(Child, Inc), Regina Johnson (DPBHS) 

On the phone were:  Sal Seely (CAMP Rehobeth), Ashley Peloso (Wilmington PD), Kim Rigby (People’s 

Place), Megan Bittinger (YWCA DE), Jen Uro (DCADV) 

 

Call to order: Judge Danberg called the meeting to order at 2:05pm.    

Introductions: Introductions were made by attendees.   

Review of Previous Meeting Minutes: No minutes to review 

Old Business  

Educational Program Updates: Amanda Alcaraz (DVCC) reported on DVCC’s educational events from 

November 2019- January 2020. The DVCC continues to engage with Mary Mother of Hope House 1 and 

Career Team to provide monthly workshops on various domestic violence related topics. There were 3 

education workshops, with 48 participants. At this time, there are 5 more educational events planned 

through March 2020.  

Public Awareness Events Updates: Amanda Alcaraz reported on DVCC’s awareness events from 

November 2019- January 2020. The DVCC seeks varied opportunities to distribute resources and 

information throughout the state. There were 3 education workshops, with 48 participants. Currently, 

the DVCC plans to attend 6 awareness events through March 2020.  

New Business 

 

Social Media Messaging 

Judge Danberg (Chair) explained that this committee will begin  to use social media to bring 

messaging about Domestic Violence to a larger audience. In the past, this committee coordinated 

projects to raise awareness, but this model may no longer be sustainable. Judge Danberg suggested that 

the focus of the committee ought to shift from creating events to bringing awareness to services and 

resources already in place. Specifically, the social media campaigns can highlight the work of the existing 



 

 

local DV community. All agreed. Judge Danberg asked the membership what kinds of messaging they 

would like to see and what areas of focus should be prioritized.  

Sal Seely (CAMP Rehobeth) said that certain target areas should be considered. He would like to 

see more marketing to the LGBTQ community and posts about DV/ LGBTQ awareness. Regina Johnson 

(DPBHS) said she would also like to continue to provide outreach to schools; engaging school 

communities and encouraging conversations about healthy relationships prevents violence down the 

road. Mary Skaats (SAND) suggested we form relationships with school districts and encourage cross-

posting on their social media accounts. Judge Danberg agreed the committee’s work will be most 

effective when folks get involved as much as they are able. Anne Altemus (Child, Inc) said Delaware has 

strong DV services, but many people do not know about them. She would like to see more information 

about those programs and perhaps “highlight” certain services periodically.  Judge Danberg agreed and 

added that the messaging should also highlight the work DVCC has done in the past, with a focus on 

legislative impact and training opportunities. Natasha Smith (DVCC) suggested the legislative 

information from the DVCC’s 20 Year Report could be used as a source of information.  

A secondary discussion about the “feel” of the DVCC’s social media accounts ensued. Judge 

Danberg said the audience for the DVCC’s posts is very broad. Instead of the social media audience 

influencing the DVCC content, it would be more practical to create content so that it targets specific 

audiences. The membership discussed the merits of content that focuses on statistics. Ann said she 

would like to see posts that incorporate statistics because it is an effective way to encourage folks to 

stop and think about the scale of DV.  

Most agreed an emotional component to the messaging is necessary, but the tone of the 

content should not become too morose. Judge Danberg offered The National Park Service as an example 

of social media that is humorous while it brings awareness to serious issues. Regina asked if the 

committee considered tangible items such as signs. Judge Danberg responded that it hadn’t been 

considered but can be incorporated into future efforts. Mary suggested partnering with other service 

providers to create coordinated messaging for specific campaigns. She offered collaborating with SAND 

for Sexual Assault Awareness Month as an example.  

 

Awareness Months 

The membership reviewed a list of monthly awareness themes and worked to identify which 

campaigns should be the focus of February and March this year.  

 Teen Dating Violence and Black History Month were chosen for February. Amanda distributed 

examples of the TDV posts that are scheduled for February and asked for continued input and feedback 

from the membership. Ideas for Valentine’s Day posts were discussed.  

Women’s History Month was chosen for March. Megan Bittinger (YWCA DE) reminded the 

membership that this March will be the 100th anniversary of women’s right to vote and suggested the 

committee can investigate content from other online campaigns. The membership discussed potential 

people to interview and suggested State Senator Blevins, State Senator Sorenson, Carol Post, and 

Senator Coons. Ann asked that the information about DV should focus on local people and services 

while including vulnerable populations such as LGBTQ folks and people living with disabilities.  Judge 

Danberg agreed domestic violence is under-reported within those groups and DVCC’s content should 

incorporate those issues.  

Sexual Assault Awareness, Child Abuse Prevention and Black Maternal Health were chosen for 

April. Mary suggested the committee coordinate social media campaigns with SAND and the new 



 

 

Delaware Alliance Against Sexual Violence (DAASV). Crime Victims Rights Week is also in April; both 

topics will have an official proclamation signing with the Governor. Jen Uro (DCADV) suggested linking 

the Black maternal health issues with the DV community health workers initiative.  

For May, the membership considered focusing on suicide prevention, mental health, and 

trauma. NAMI may be a good community partner to highlight for this month. It was noted that May 6th 

is also National Nurses Day, which might be a good time to thank Delaware’s SANEs and FNEs. Ann 

suggested interviewing Joe Del’Olio, who brought batterer’s intervention programs to Delaware.  

 

Planning for October/ Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 Judge Danberg described the yearly poster contest and past successes. He pointed out the 

project is very time consuming, expensive and should be pushed back another year. The membership 

agreed.  

 Jen asked if the committee could do something statewide; the DCADV has an initiative called the 

Silent Witness Project and would be happy to collaborate. The membership affirmed state-wide 

activities would be best. Judge Danberg suggested YWCA DE could engage children and teens by 

creating a mural with positive messaging. Megan said she would check to see if the Youth Department at 

YWCA has anything planned. Natasha suggested school-based health centers could be involved 

somehow.  

Amanda suggested a Post It Note campaign; DVCC could encourage Delawareans to write 

affirming messages to DV survivors and post them in random locations (bathrooms, coffee shops, 

bulletin boards, etc). Another option is to use the post-its to make large murals in business windows. 

Judge Danberg asked Amanda to bring back more information regarding budget and scope to the next 

meeting. Mary expressed concern for the environmental impact of using so many post-its since they 

cannot be recycled. Judge Danberg agreed.  

 

Closing 

 Judge Danberg reminded the membership that the committee meetings will be kept to an hour. 

For the next meeting, the membership should be prepared with concrete ideas about social media 

content. In the meantime, any ideas for February and March content should be emailed to Amanda. 

Every quarter, the group will meet to plan the next quarter’s messaging and content. Judge Danberg 

thanked everyone for their time and participation.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:01pm.  

 

Next Meeting Date: February 19, 2020 at 2:00pm.  
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