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MR. CARVWELL: Good afternoon,
everyone. Welcone. | declare this public
hearing to be open. M nane is John Carwel | .
I'"'mthe charter school officer for the charter
school office of the Departnent of Educati on.

And t he Sussex Acadeny of Arts and
Sci ences Charter School has filed an application
to nodify its charter. As is required by | aw,
this nmatter was referred to the charter school
accountability commttee for investigation and
report. This joint public hearing is being held
by the Departnent of Education and the State
Board of Educati on.

And | do want to give just a nonent
to acknow edge our State Board nenbers. (George
Mel endez is here, Dr. JimWIson, and the State
Board Executive D rector Donna Johnson, as well.
Thank you.

So, as | nentioned, this joint
public hearing is being held by the Departnent of
Educati on and the State Board of Educati on, and
to give the school an opportunity to respond to
the final report of the charter school

accountability commttee, which recommended t hat
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the school's nodification application be
approved, and also to receive public coments.

I'd like the record to reflect that
the notice of the tinme, date, and place of this
publ i ¢ heari ng was published in the
Del aware -- the News Journal, the Del aware State
News, on February 27th, 2012.

In addition, notice was posted at
the charter school accountability commttee's
pl ace of business, and on the Departnent of
Education's official website and on the State
public neeting calendar on the State's offici al
website, on February 27th, 2012.

Furt her, Sussex Acadeny of Arts and
Sci ences was notified personally of the date and
time of this neeting at the final neeting, which
was hel d on February the 17th, 2012.

Just to note, a court reporter is
present so that a record of this hearing can be
made. It wll be necessary for each speaker to
clearly identify himor herself before begi nning
to speak, so that the court reporter will be able
to know who you are.

The record of this hearing wll be

.
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provided to the Secretary of Educati on and
menbers of the State Board of Educati on, together
wth any witten or electronic comments recei ved
at or before this hearing, which includes,
actually, none. W haven't received any witten
comments in advance of this neeting.

So, we wll proceed in the foll ow ng
manner: First we will hear from any
representatives of the charter school who wish to
comment on the commttee's final report. And
then we'll take comments from anyone el se who
desires to speak.

There are sign-up sheets at the back
of the room Are there any individuals who
desire to speak who have not signed up? WIIl you
pl ease identify yourself by show of hands.

Okay. Geat. And if you do desire
to speak, please |let ne know who you are. Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ch. Sorry.

(Show of hands)

MR. CARVWELL: Ckay. That's hel pful.
So if necessary, we mght need to inpose tine
limts, but it doesn't appear that we'll need to

do so.
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So, with that, let's hear from
representatives of the school. Yes?

DR. OLI PHANT: Good afternoon.
Thank you very much. My nane is Patricia
d i phant of Georgetown, Del aware. | ' m executi ve
director at Sussex Acadeny of Arts and Sci ences.
We appreciate this opportunity today to cone and
speak on behalf of Sussex Acadeny of Arts and
Sci ences, and our intent to add grades 9 through
12 to the school under the nane of Sussex
Preparatory Acadeny.

W would like to put on the public
record that our school will continue to provide a
smal |l alternative choice for Sussex County high
school students. W will continue wth an
accel erated academ c program wth the intention
to place all graduates in coll ege.

W will infuse an authentic
pr oj ect -based | earning and community service into
our instructional program W wll continue wth
our sound and transparent financial operations,
and we will further foster hone/school
connections that are integral to student

per f ormance and success.
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Qur intention is to prepare students

very well in Sussex County. And we thank -- we

t hank the accountability commttee for its -- for

giving us the go-ahead at this point. | hope
that things will continue. And we pledge to do
the very best we can by the students who attend.
Thank you.

MR CARVELL: Thank you,
Dr. Adiphant. Yes?

MR SWNG.E: Good afternoon. My
name is Dean Swingle. 1'mthe vice president of
the board for the Sussex Acadeny of Arts and
Sciences, and | amthe director of finance for
Nanti coke Health Services. And as a parent of
two children who have attended the Acadeny, and
as a current board nenber, | would like to
express ny support for the expansion of our

school .

| would also |li ke to -- excuse ne --

I would also |like to point out that our current
school has al ways been wel | - nanaged fi nancially,
and we currently have approximately five nonths
worth of expense in reserve.

Thank you.
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MR CARVELL: Thank you,
M. Sw ngl e.

MS. DAVIS: |I'm Andi Davis. |I'ma
parent. | have a student at the Sussex Acadeny.
As a parent of a seventh grade student at Sussex
Acadeny, |'ve found that one of the best things
about the Acadeny is that parents, students,
teachers, and staff all work together to create
t he nost successful | earning environment.

To start, parents have to put in the
extra effort required for their child to attend
SAAS. This neans we have parents who feel it is
t he best educational choice for their child and
wll do what is necessary to nake that happen.

There are many ways for parents to
hel p nmake this school successful for all
students. W have an active PTO that raises
noney t hroughout the year to pay for conputers in
the conputer |ab, as well as fund enriching
activities for the students.

For exanple, |ast year we hel ped
fund Poetry Alive, and this year we'll be having
an author visit in May. To show how parents,

t eachers, and students work together, two dances

.
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were held to rai se noney for the upcom ng aut hor
visit. One was conducted by the readi ng teachers
and one by the PTO For both dances, teachers,
parents and students all worked together to help
make the dances successful.

Because of our limted sports
fundi ng, our sports boosters, which consists of
parents and school staff, worked together to
rai se noney so that we are able to hire coaches,
buy equi pnent, pay for officials, and field
rental s.

Bei ng i nvol ved as a parent is not
just about raising noney. Parents are encouraged
to attend field work with their students, which
provi des themw th an even greater understandi ng
of what their child is |earning.

Parents are also an integral part of
various school activities, such as clubs and
academ c conpetitive teans, such as Science
Ad ympi ad and Gdyssey of the M nd.

Because everyone works together to
make SAAS a successful school, parents are an
accepted and val ued part of that school. | am

very interested in ny son attendi ng the Sussex

.
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Preparatory Acadeny for high school. Because of
ny experience at SAAS as an invol ved parent, |
woul d i ke to see a continuation of the
cooperative spirit that hel ps nmake SAAS students
so successful, and | know many ot her parents that
feel the sane way.

MR CARVELL: Thank you.

MR. H NDVAN: Can | say sonet hi ng?

MR CARWELL: Sure.

MR, H NDVMAN:. Ladi es and gentl enen,
we had at the back of the roomthis eveni ng sone
sign-up sheets that people have signed their
nanes on. The purpose of these sheets was
I ntended to coll ect the nanes of individuals who
wanted to nmake public coments on the record
t oni ght .

So, | think what we're going to do
Is we're going to go through these |ists. If you
signed it and didn't nean to say anything, just
|l et us know. That's fine. If you didn't sign it
and you have sonething you want to say at the
end, after we've gone through the list of folks
who have signed up, we'll cone back and ask if

there's anybody el se who wants to make a coment,

.
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okay? So why don't you just go down that.

MR CARWELL: Sure.

MASTER SAXON: Good afternoon, | am
Sam Saxon, a student fromthe Sussex Acadeny of
Arts and Sci ences M ddl e School in Georgetown,

Del awar e. | began there in sixth grade and have
never ceased to be chal |l enged.

My parents first heard about it by
word of mouth from another famly who had a child
go there. | was imedi ately signed up for the
lottery, and that was the day that ny life
changed for the better, and it's been the
gr eat est experience since.

And now | hear that they want to
make a hi gh school, which nmakes ne really
excited. | believe the success of SAAS has been
its small size, making all of us in it like a
famly. W all rely on each other and share each
other's feelings.

We al so use sonet hi ng uni que to our

schedul e call ed expeditionary | earning, which is

where the grades all intermngle to | earn one
conmon subject. This further creates a bondi ng
at nosphere. If this could spread to a high

.
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school, it would be amazing. Qur school famly
could then expand to wel cone new ol der kids, and
If they so choose, the sane kids from sixth
gr ade.

Qur instructional focus is a charter
school offering accel erated cooperative | earning
opportunities for mddle school students. | hope

this can now i nclude hi gh school students, too.

Thank you.

MR. CARWELL: Thank you. At this
point, we'll hear from any other individuals who
desire to speak. "Il start down the |ist.

Brian White?

MR VH TE: No.

MR. CARVWELL: Dave Shapl ey?

MR SHAPLEY: No.

MR, CARVELL: Allen Stafford?

MR. STAFFORD: | have a few
comments. |I'mAllen Stafford, I'mthe director

of Sussex Acadeny. There's three points I'd |ike
to nake. One, the tine is right. W have a very
energetic group that has a |l ot of nomentum The

busi ness community and ot her conmmunity nenbers

are behind this, and will ensure the success.
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Two, the need is undeni abl e.

Denogr aphi ¢ studi es show that there are two age
groups that are growing, and will continue to
grow, and that's those under 18 and those 55 and
over .

Bot h of those groups need services.
Qur vision is to prepare our students for
col l ege, and bring them back to provide the
| egal , educational, nedical, and other
pr of essi onal services that these groups are going
to need.

And three, the inpact on the other
districts in our county wll be negligible, in ny
opinion. The |argest portion of our students
attend Sussex Tech. Sussex Tech has a waiting
list, soit's going to put themin a position to
be able to provide services to nore students in
Sussex County.

MR CARVELL: Thank you.

MR STAFFORD: Uh- huh.

MR. CARVELL: Jason and Anna
Moshi er ?

M5. MOSH ER: No.

MR. CARWELL: Paul Eckrich?

.
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MR ECKRI CH: No t hanks.
MR CARWELL.: Mari ah Cal agi one?
MS. CALAGONE: That's nme |'mjust

here to sort of -- not as a parent of a SAAS
student, but | ama parent of two children who
will at sone point in the next couple years be in
hi gh school in Sussex County. But | am also here

t oday because |'m a busi ness owner in Sussex
County.

My husband and | have Dogfish Head
Brewery in MIton, and we are recruiting and
hiring people to the tune of 30 to 40 new
positions a year. And we do run up agai nst
chal | enges of having fewer than -- nmany, nany
ot her places where we're recruiting from schoo
options for kids in Sussex County.

There are definitely sone of our
coworkers that are |l ooking for the traditional
| arge public school, sone that are | ooking for
the Del marva Christian kind of school, and sone
that are willing to have their children, you
know, commute two hours a day to a snaller
col | ege preparatory type environnent.

But we feel that having that in

.
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Sussex County is not only a benefit to the
students that are at SAAS now, and the students
that wll go to the school, but also the

enpl oyers of the area who are trying to recruit
and bring people fromoutside the area to Sussex
County, to call this their hone.

It's another sort of opportunity for
us to -- to bring those folks to our area, and
you know, call this hone, and have their kids go
to this type of school that we currently don't
have i n Sussex County.

Thanks.

MR. CARVWELL: Thank you. Lisa
Zechi el ?

ZECHI EL: Not hi ng.

CARVELL: Ckay. Stephanie --
BORI GHT: Boright. No, thanks.
CARVWELL: Thank you. @G na
Derri ckson?

M5. DERRI CKSON: No, thank you.

MR. CARVELL: M ke --

MR RACL: No.

3

CARVWELL: Ckay. Thank you. How

do you spell your nane?

.
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MR, RACOL: Raol.

MR, CARVWELL: Kim WI son?

M5. W LSON: No, thank you.

MR CARVELL: Janes --

MR NUTTER Nutter. No, thank you.

MR CARWELL: How do you spell your
name?

MR NUTTER N-u-t-t-e-r.

MR. CARVWELL: Al right. Alison
Whi t e?

MR VHI TE: No, thank you.

MR CARVELL: Joseph Shel p?

MR. SHELP: No thanks.

MR CARWELL.: Prest on Shel p?

MR. SHELP: No thanks.

MR H NDMAN: Oh. She's spoken
al ready.

MR. CARVELL: Yeah. Lori Carter?
s that --

M5. CARTER No, thank you.

MR. CARVELL: GCkay. Hannah Roberts?

M5. ROBERTS: No, thank you.

MR. CARVELL: Takashi Rhoul ac?

M5. RHOULAC: No, thank you.

.
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CARVWELL: And Debbi e Scanl an?
SCANLAN:  No, thank you.
CARVWELL: Ckay.

2 3 9 B

H NDMAN:. Ask if there's anyone
el se.

MR CARVELL: |Is there anyone el se
that wi shes to speak on behalf of this
application? kay. If not, I want to thank you
all for participating today. The Secretary w ||
consi der your comments, along with the State
Board of Education, and this hearing is now
cl osed. Thank you very nuch.

(Hearing concluded at 5:16 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, JULI ANNE LaBADI A, Regi stered D pl omate
Reporter and Notary Public, do hereby certify
that the foregoing record, pages 1 through 17
inclusive, is a true and accurate transcri pt of
nmy stenographic notes taken on March 12, 2012,
t he above-capti oned matter.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and seal this 13th day of March, 2012, at

W I m ngt on.

/ [ ";': 174/ ML w!’/ /J’}zll)‘//ﬂ<

Jul i anne LaBadi a, RDR, CRR

n
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