
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 

PANDEMIC RESURGENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

Friday, July10, 2020 – 2:00 PM 

 

Pursuant to the Governor's State of Emergency,  

this meeting was conducted solely by videoconference.  

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

 

Bethany Hall-Long, Lieutenant Governor, Chair 

Jeffrey Bullock, Secretary of State, Chair 

Dr. Nancy Fan, Health Subcommittee Chair, Chair of the Delaware Healthcare Consortium 

Dr. Karyl Rattay, Director of the Delaware Division of Public Health 

AJ Schall, Director of the Delaware Emergency Management Agency 

State Senator Bryan Townsend, 11th Senatorial District 

State Representative Dave Bentz, 18th Representative District 

Vickie Fox, VP – Director of Operations of Genesis Health Care  

Dr. David Tam, President and Chief Executive Officer of Beebe Healthcare 

Janice E. Nevin, M.D., MPH, President and Chief Executive Officer of ChristianaCare Health 

System 

Dr. Joseph Straight, President of the Medical Society of Delaware 

Eugene Young, Equity Subcommittee Chair, President of the Metropolitan Wilmington Urban 

League 

Commissioner Claire DeMatteis, Delaware Department of Correction 

Director Anas Ben Addi, Delaware State Housing Authority 

Chief Information Officer James Collins, Delaware Department of Technology and Information 

State Senator Elizabeth Lockman, 3rd Senatorial District 

State Representative Sherry Dorsey-Walker, 3rd Representative District 

Rev. Rita Paige, Pastor of New Beginnings Community AME Church 

Freeman Williams, NAACP State Conference Executive Member and former Superintendent of 

the Christina School District 

Lolita Lopez, President and Chief Executive Officer of Westside Family Healthcare 

LeRoi S. Hicks, MD, MPH, FACP, Wilmington Hospital Hugh R. Sharp Jr. Chair, Department of 

Medicine Physician Leader, Value Institute Professor of Medicine, Sidney Kimmel Medical 

College, Thomas Jefferson University 

Rosa Rivera, Chief Operations Officer of La Red Health Center 

Jane Hovington, NAACP State Conference Executive Member and President of the Richard Allen 

Coalition  

State Senator Nicole Poore, 12th Senatorial District 

Kurt Foreman, President and Chief Executive Officer of the Delaware Prosperity Partnership 

Todd Lawson, Sussex County Administrator 

Steve Chambliss, General Manager of the Christiana Mall 

Chris Schell, Chief Executive Officer of Schell Brothers Homebuilding 



Judy Diogo, President of Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce 

Carrie Leishman, President & CEO of the Delaware Restaurant Association 

 

 

STAFF PRESENT 
 

Albert Shields, Deputy Chief of Staff, Governor’s Office 

Shavonne White, Executive Director, Office of Supplier Diversity 

Joe Bryant, Policy Advisor, Governor’s Office 

Damian DeStefano, Division Director, Division of Small Business  

Keith Warren, Chief of Staff, Lieutenant Governor’s Office  

Sydney Garlick, Behavioral Health Coordinator, Lieutenant Governor’s Office 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Lt. Governor Hall-Long called the meeting to order at 2:02 PM. 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Nancy Fan moved, seconded by Vickie Cox to approve the June 26 minutes.  By unanimous 

vote, the motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Lt. Governor Hall-Long and Secretary Bullock kicked off the meeting by welcoming all of the 

members and thanking them for their good work so far.  

 

Subcommittee Reports 

 

Recap of PRAC Health Subcommittee Meeting 
Health Subcommittee Chair Dr. Nancy Fan delivered an overview of the two previous 

subcommittee meetings. Dr. Fan started by discussing the hot topic of localized outbreaks in 

Delaware. She expressed that the group was concerned that the outbreaks would lead to potential 

spread to residents’ home counties by vacationers and the younger population. Next, she 

explained that the subcommittee in future meetings will be focusing on improving coordination 

through a designated decision making body, developing high-level state guidelines that can be 

tailored to individual communities, constructing a flexible communications plan to adapt 

messaging to the most vulnerable communities, and garnering additional support to coordinate 

purchasing and distribution of PPE in resurgence. One of the main goals of the committee is to 

clearly define and communicate metrics and thresholds in case of resurgence. The next steps for 

the group are to work with Dr. Rattay and Paul Silverman on the definition of resurgence, work 

with DHSS to get additional view into wave 1, and identify recommendations to build on 

existing efforts. Dr. Fan announced that the key areas of focus for the subcommittee group will 

be: 

1. Control of transmission 

2. Testing and contact tracing 



3. Effective healthcare capacity 

4. Access to healthcare 

5. Financial resiliency of health care providers 

 

Recap of Business Subcommittee Meeting 

Damian DeStefano, Business Subcommittee staff member, gave an overview of the takeaways 

from the previous meetings. These takeaways include a desire for a clear DPH message to 

businesses and customers in the event of resurgence regarding business closures or guidelines, 

the need to promote consumer safety and worker confidence to drive economic recovery, 

develop a plan to target and support businesses that have been most impacted by COVID, and 

establish opportunities for public and private sector collaboration to capitalize on new growth in 

the state. Damian explained that the group’s next steps are to conduct one-on-one feedback 

sessions with committee members, review initial recommendations and gather feedback, and 

draft recommendations for the interim report. The subcommittee has developed five key goals in 

the new normal and in a resurgence: 

1. Create accountability 

2. Build resilience 

3. Protect employment 

4. Capitalize on trends 

5. Communicate proactively 

 

Secretary Bullock remarked that the presentation was a good summary of the discussions held in 

the last meeting, and that one of the biggest takeaways was the desire for increased 

communication and messaging among sectors.  

 

Committee member Jane Hovington expressed her disappointment in a recent advertisement 

targeting beach goers. Secretary Bullock added that in some cases more communication could be 

used to get across to businesses and customers that social distancing and mask wearing is 

important. Committee member Carrie Lieshman offered an explanation for the advertisement. 

Committee member Judy Diogo commented that more messaging is needed to increase consumer 

confidence in Delaware businesses. 

 

Recap of Equity Subcommittee Meeting 

Eugene Young, chair of the Equity Subcommittee, presented on topics from the past two 

subcommittee meetings. The group found that when looking at health risk, access, testing, 

treatment, and outcomes, disparities emerged in how Delaware residents are impacted by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The group also discussed the need for communication and community 

partnerships when it comes to expanding testing and treatment access plans. Next steps for the 

group include finalizing the baseline to include further demographic analysis, and refining 

recommendations for the interim report. The group has identified several emerging lessons about 

the health response to date: 

 Risk factors- underlying conditions- Black, Latino, and immigrant communities 

overrepresented in essential industries and at higher risk for transmission at worksites 

 Access and communication- transition to telehealth is a valuable alternative, but may 

expand equity gaps 



 Testing and evaluation- increase testing among  affected populations and increase contact 

tracing employees from local communities 

 Treatment- community clinics already under significant financial pressure 

 Health outcome- limited mortality data hinders the ability to fully understand scope of 

impact  

The group has also identified several health recommendations that will be discussed and refined 

in the next few meetings: 

 Reduce risk factors underlying transmission- increased protections for essential workers 

 Increase access and target communications- use community leaders to build trust and 

target communications specifically to at risk communities  

 Increased testing and data-driven increase in testing at risk population and adapt testing 

sites to reach into target community  

 Guidelines for treatment and clinic resilience- increase telehealth access and optimize 

funding sources for community clinics 

 Increase data and interventions to improve health outcomes-increase mortality data and 

ensure continued care access to non-COVID patients  

 

Committee member Sen. Bryan Townsend questioned how school reopening factored into all 

three subcommittees and whether or not commercial relief for business in the event of another 

shutdown is being discussed. Secretary Bullock remarked that the situation is ever changing and 

decisions have not been made surrounding future funding. Committee member Judy Diogo 

remarked that the Association of Chambers has asked that state to look at the CARES Act 

funding, and develop subsidies and grant programs for the business communities.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Committee member Dir.Anas Ben Addi took a moment to thank fellow committee member Re. 

Rita Paige for her 32 years of service to the Delaware State Housing Authority and wish her well 

in retirement.  

 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the PRAC will be held on July 24 at 2pm, and conducted by Zoom. Zoom 

meeting registration will be provided on that meeting’s agenda. 

   

ADJOURNMENT 
 

There being no further business before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 3:20pm. 

 

  


