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STATE FIRE PREVENTION COMMISSION

Monthly Meeting

May 15, 2012
MEMBERS PRESENT

David J. Roberts, Chairman

Alan Robinson, Jr., Vice Chairman

Bob Ricker

Marvin C. Sharp

Tom DiCristofaro

William F. Tobin

Patrick Matthews, M.D., BLS Medical Director

Sherry Lambertson, Executive Specialist

Grover P. Ingle, Assistant State Fire Marshal
Robert P. Newnam, Director, State Fire School

GUESTS

Lou Amibili, Hockessin Fire Company
Allan Post, Ambulance 64

Alan Brown, Assistant State Fire Marshal
R.T. Leicht, OSFM

John Reedy, OSFM

Jeremy Goldman, OEMS

Warren Jones, DVFA

Mike McMichael, DSEMSA
Charles Frampton, DVFA
Diane Hainsworth, OEMS
Sara Sweeney, R.A., Haley Donovan Architect

Michael R. Donovan, AIA, Haley Donovan Architect
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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Roberts called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVAL OF APRIL 17, 2012 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Sharp, and seconded by Vice Chairman Robinson that the minutes of the April 17, 2012 Commission meeting be approved as amended.  Motion carried.

REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL

Agency’s Activity for the month of April is as follows: investigations 87; arrests 3-: inspections (health care 8-/deputy 127/day care 29/ - tech services –239 “QAP-224”); complaints-3; juvenile interviews 24; plan reviews 362-; plan review turnaround time (Statewide Average) 10/; PRUF revenue collected $112,504 year to date $622,960.
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Personnel Items

Fire Marshal Ingle updated the commissioner’s on the vacant Deputy Fire Marshal I position.  The office is in the background phase of the hiring process.  This is a lengthy process, but one that is necessary for this type of position.
Tripp Wagner, Deputy Fire Marshal III received an award for photography.  He submitted a photo taken at an arson fire and received first place for his photo.
Jim Hargett, Data Administrator, attended a ceremony at the Governor’s Office, and was one of 14 people from the Department of Technology to receive Information’s Officer Security Certification.
Fire Marshal Ingle has requested a list for interviews of the vacant Administrative Specialist I position.  They have been informed that all Administrative Specialist positions are being reviewed before eligibility of filling the vacant position is granted by the Office of Management and Budget.  The position has been approved to be filled and the posting should be online before the end of this week.
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Personnel Items cont.

Kent County Office Manager, Brenda Wyatt is out of the office on extended medical leave with an anticipated return of the end of June.
Fire Protection Specialist II, Robert Borkowski attended a week long training program at the National Fire Academy.  The training was in regard to the National Fire Incident Reporting System.  

Fire Fatalities/Large Loss Fires
Fire Marshal Ingle reported on a May 8, 2012 fire fatality.  It was dispatched as a structure fire in Middletown, Delaware.  Upon arrival fire was showing out of Back side of the structure.  During the fire suppression operations, the fire fighters encountered a female victim that was deceased inside of the structure.  Paramedics declared the person deceased at the scene and the body was turned over to the Medical Examiner’s Office.  A determination of death has been listed as thermal burns and smoke inhalation.  An investigation by the Office of State Fire Marshal has determined that the person lived alone in the house and there were no smoke alarms in the home.  This is the third fire death of the year.  Two of which did not have smoke alarms.
An incident of April 20, 2012 in Milford is under investigation with the State Police.  A deceased individual was found in a structure.  The office is waiting for a report by the Medical Examiner to determine if the cause of death was related to the fire or related to some other means.

Fire Marshal Ingle discussed a couple of large loss fires that have taken place in recent months.  The first previously discussed was an apartment fire.  Most recent was a large structure fire in Sussex County in Millville’s fire District on April 20, 2012.  It was a single family dwelling with approximately $450,000 to $500,000 in damage.  The investigation should be completed by May 18, 2012.  On April 16, 2012 there was a large loss fire at Friend’s School in the Talleyville Fire District in New Castle County.  The incident remains under investigation.
Dover Phone System Update

Fire Marshal Ingle reported that the Dover Phone System update is complete and they are waiting on training.  The system is scheduled to be running by the end of May.  
Board of Electrical Examiners – Fire Alarm Contractors Informational Update
Fire Marshal Ingle reported that a Public Hearing has been scheduled for June 6, 2012.  
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Reybold/Lincoln Center Update

Fire Marshal Ingle has worked with Jerry Heisler and his group to obtain the necessary submission for the request made regarding parking in front of the building.  The project has been written to include the proposed Fire Lane Regulation and in line with the current variance that the Fire Prevention Commission granted Christiana Meadows.  

Guidance on use of Variance (Christiana Meadows 8/16/2011) Fire Department Access

Fire Marshal Ingle requested permission from the Fire Prevention Commission to work with any client to provide an alternative if their proposal is in accordance with the proposed Fire Lane Regulations before the Commission and is in accordance with the variance grated to Christiana Meadows of August 16, 2011.  Deputy Attorney General Battista stated that the Commission can give the Fire Marshal parameters to work in, and in these parameters he will have the latitude to work with them.  If it is outside of those parameters than a formal variance request should be made.

It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, seconded by Vice Chairman Robinson to authorize the Office of State Fire Marshal the latitude that they are looking for on the variance process.  Motion carried.
Sussex Addition Update

Fire Marshal Ingle and Director Newnam met Monday, May 14, 2012 regarding the Sussex County building addition.   The plan is on target with submissions and proposals.  Another meeting is scheduled for the end of June and the project should be going out for bid in the next couple of months.
ACTION ITEMS

No report at this time.

FIRE MARSHAL/FIRE SCHOOL

No report at this time.
MISCELLANEOUS

No report at this time.
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REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE SCHOOL DIRECTOR

Director 

· A student injury happened during a Hazardous Materials class.  The student fell on their wrist while operating on liquids pad.
· An EMT survey was sent to 138 EMTs not re-certifying.  Out of that, 29 responses have been received as of 5-7-12 and it ends on May 15, 2012.
· 30 Invalid e-mails – 6 e-mails not on file – 2 decertified, 1 deceased

· Ladies Auxiliary Seminar was held in April with 19 attendees.  The school received good reviews.
· Pricing Air Systems for the Divisions – need to include straw storage

· Staff Evaluations completed, (1 remaining to be scheduled)  – Director Newnam has had positive discussions with his staff.
· Improving the information in EMT programs on reporting requirements – Working with Dr. Mathews and staff.
· The vacant reception position received 205 applications.  The school is waiting on a list from personnel to begin the interview process. 

· Sussex Expansion Project – Fire Marshal gave report.
Staff Activities

· Reviewed a Forcible Entry prop for us at the Divisions and In-service – Staff 

· Learning Management System (LMS) for on-line programs – DiDonato, Dempsey, Reynolds

· Improvement to reporting requirement education of 24 hr. – Brennan, Walton

· Attend Seminar/Workshop on Vision 20/20 – Lowe

· Coordinated the Travel Channel filming – Lowe

· EMT Transition program will be on-line June 1st. – DiDonato     

Programs/Courses 

· Current Month
· Industrial Confined Space – 17 students
· Fire Brigade III – 10 students
· Fire Fighter Self-Survival – 21 students
· Vehicle Rescue (New Castle Division) 14 students
· Vehicle Rescue (Sussex Division) 14 students
· EVO – New Castle Division – 16 students
· EVO – Kent Division – 13 students
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· Divisions Usage

· New Castle Division – 11 classes scheduled 
· Kent Division – 13 classes scheduled
· Sussex Division – 4 classes scheduled  

EMS 

· Current Month
· CEU program – 9 scheduled
· EMT Accelerated Spring – 20 students – class full – begins May 29th
· EMT Accelerated Summer – 14 students – 6 slots remaining – begins June 25th 
· EMR – weekday – 10 students
· Reciprocity – 3 students registered 
Delaware Risk Watch Report 

Director Newnam submitted a copy of the Delaware Risk Watch report to the Commission for review and questions. 

Public Education Activity Report 

· Current Month
· Fire Safety Displays – 8 scheduled
· Fire Safety Tours – 4 scheduled
· Fire Safety Programs – 4 scheduled
Maintenance – Building and Grounds

· Built new storage in the back of room 9

Financial  

· Pass Due Billings

· 30 days – 10,924.00

· 60 days – 96.00

· 90 days – 105.00

· 120 days – 735.00

· 20678 Tuition Fund – 292,992.00 

· 20500 Haz Mat Tech Fund – 284,169.00

· Accounts receivable – 63,114.00
· Revenue Comparison 
· Tuition – 2012, 49,148.00 – 2011, 63,913.55
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Financial cont.
· Haz. Mat. – 2012, 11,100.00 – 2011, 2,070.00 

· Special Funds Summary – report attached for Commission review. 
· Expenditure Report was submitted for Commission review.
Staff and Office Staff Meeting Minutes

Staff meeting minutes were submitted to the Commissioner’s for review.
Personnel Issues

No report at this time.
Action Items 
No report at this time.

Fire Marshal/Fire School

No report at this time.
Scheduled Activities

No report at this time.

REPORT OF THE BLS MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Dr. Matthews reported that he will be attending the ALS Standards meeting on May 16, 2012.  

He spoke in regard to a conversation he had about an Emergency Department that is on divert a lot.  He had a verbal conversation with a fire department dealing with transporting patients that should be inter facility transports.  
REPORT OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

Deputy Attorney General Battista did not have a report at this time.

ACTION ITEM
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Haley Donovan Architecture Appeal
The Commission heard an appeal for Haley Donovan Architecture.  They requested a variance from the State Fire Prevention Commission Regulations.  After all of the parties were heard and deliberation, the Commission made a motion to deny the request for variance due to lack of testimony stating cause for request.  It was moved by Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner DiCristofaro to deny the waiver for Haley Donovan Architecture.  Motion carried by a roll call vote.

Commissioner Ricker -
Yes

Commissioner Sharp -

Yes

Commissioner DiCristofaro -
Yes

Commissioner Tobin -
Yes

Vice Chairman Robinson -
Yes

Chairman Roberts -

Yes 
GENERAL INFORMATION

No report at this time.
NEW BUSINESS

Smoke Alarm

Commissioner DiCristofaro commented on his frustration that 67% of the fire deaths are in homes that DO NOT have smoke alarms.  This is a shame when we have programs running in conjunction with the Office of State Fire Marshal, Volunteer Fire Service, and DVFA that provide free smoke alarms and in some cases even install them in the home for the resident.  It’s frustrating that the message is not getting out with all of the attempts to get it out.
EMT-B Probation
Commissioner DiCristofaro asked where the reporting responsibility should fall when an EMT-B has been placed on probation and they are seeking employment.  After some discussion it was agreed by the Commission and Deputy Attorney General that the burden of reporting should fall on the EMT-B to report their certification status prior to employment.  The Commission will move towards making this change in the proposed Ambulance Regulations.
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CORRESPONDENCE

No report at this time.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

No report at this time.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

Chairman David J. Roberts

Chairman Roberts reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, New Castle County Meeting, and Sussex County Meeting.

Vice Chairman Alan F. Robinson, Jr.

Vice Chairman Robinson reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, DEMSOC Meeting, Citizens Hose Fire Company Meeting, Citizens Hose Fire Company Special Meeting, Kent County Volunteer Firefighter Association Meeting, Ronald Hoffecker Viewing, Citizens Hose Fire Company 125th Anniversary Parade, and Citizens Hose Fire Company Board Meeting.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

June 19, 2012

Commission Chamber

Delaware Fire Service Center

1463 Chestnut Grove Road

Dover, DE  19904

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Commissioner DiCristofaro, and seconded by Commissioner Ricker that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:34 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry R. Lambertson

Sherry R. Lambertson

Executive Specialist
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