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STATE FIRE PREVENTION COMMISSION

Monthly Meeting

June 17, 2008

MEMBERS PRESENT

Marvin C. Sharp, Chairman

Bob Ricker, Vice Chairman

Kenneth H. McMahon

Willard (Bill) Betts, Jr.

Douglas S. Murray, Sr.

David J. Roberts

Alan Robinson

Allison Reardon, Deputy Attorney General

Patrick Matthews, M.D., SFPC BLS Medical Director

Grover P. Ingle, State Fire Marshal

Robert Newnam, Director, State Fire School

Sherry Lambertson, Executive Specialist

GUESTS

Richard R. Ward, Assistant State Fire Marshal

John Rossiter, SFMO

R.T. Leicht, SFMO

James L. Cubbage, Jr.  DVFA

Ryan Greenberg, St. Francis Hospital
Chris Ginn, St. Francis Hospital

Ernest J. Baptiste. St. Francis Hospital

Ross Megargel, D.O., OEMS
Ken Pyle, DVFA
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CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Sharp called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Chairman Sharp called for a moment of silence to recognize the ambulance accident and loss of life in the early hours of this morning.
REGULAR SESSION

APPROVAL OF MAY 15, 2008 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Betts, and seconded by Commissioner Roberts that the minutes of the May 15, 2008 Commission meeting be approved as amended.  Motion carried.  
CALL FOR ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS

Chairman Sharp called for additional agenda items.  Commissioner Robinson added DVFA Report.  

It was moved by Commissioner Roberts, seconded by Commissioner McMahon to approve the agenda as amended.  Motion carried.

REPORT OF THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL

Agency’s Activity for the month of May is as follows: investigations 60– (criminal 30- /accidental 26– undetermined 4-); arrests 5-: inspections 991– (health care 19-/deputy 185/tech services –329 “QAP-432”); complaints-33; plan reviews 427-; PRUF revenue collected (May) $172,404 year to date $1,896,452; total overtime hours worked 158.0-; time off in hours (Deputies) 268.0 (vacation 213.5- /compensatory leave 66.0- /sick leave 218.5- /holiday 142.5- /compassionate 0.0)

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Personnel Issues

Fire Marshal Ingle shared his regrets for the families that lost lives in the ambulance accident this morning.  One of the victims was married to a Fire Marshal staff member.  The Fire Marshal’s Office has reached out to the family for support.
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Personnel Issues cont.
Fire Marshal Ingle sent a letter to the Office of Management and Budget in regard to a critical request for the Administrative Specialist I position in Kent County.
Assistant State Fire Marshal Richard Ward has returned to work from medical leave.

Deputy Fire Marshal Alan Brown and Deputy Fire Marshal Scott Walker were recognized by the New Castle County Police for there exemplary service and participation in the multi jurisdictional homicide that occurred in New Castle County last year.  There were three different crime scenes and they identified a person who was involved in setting a house fire.  That person became a suspect in the fire as well as the homicides.  It was a good cooperative effort between the State Fire Marshal’s Office and New Castle County Police.
An official presentation will be made today at Legislative Hall to recognize K-9 Sparks.  K-9 Sparks is a new addition to the Arson Investigation Team within the Office of State Fire Marshal.  State Farm donated K-9 Sparks to the Office of State Fire Marshal and has worked in conjunction with them over the last 15 years.  K-9 Kelly will retire at the end of June after 5 years of service.  She will be recognized for her many accomplishments.

Fire Death Update

The fifth fire fatality of the year took place on May 24, 2008 in the Bower’s Fire District.  The cause of the fire was incendiary.  The home did have operative smoke detectors.

Fee Increase Update
Fire Marshal Ingle is communicating with the Office of Management and Budget on potential fee increases.  

Dover Downs
The Office of State Fire Marshal assisted the City of Dover Fire Marshal’s Office during the June race week at Dover Downs.  Fire Marshal Ingle reported that they had very little activity.  Only a few fire related incidents that were minor.
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NICET II Testing Requirements
Fire Marshal Ingle discussed House Bill 438.  This Bill calls for the State Fire Prevention Commission to promulgate regulations requiring all persons involved in the inspection and testing of water-based fire prevention protection systems to maintain current certification in the NICET II “Inspection and Testing of Water-based Systems” certification program, and to require 16 hours of continuing education requirements every year.
FOIA Request – Harry Gravell/Mike Chalmers
Fire Marshal Ingle reported that he has received FOIA request from Harry Gravell and Mike Chalmers.  He is working with Deputy Attorney General Reardon to accommodate these requests.
Fire Alarm/Fire Suppression License – Worker’s Compensation
Current regulations require Licensed Fire Alarm and Fire Suppression companies to have a workers’ compensation policy.
Funding Request

The Office of State Fire Marshal will request funding to upgrade the Sussex County Facility through the Advanced Planning and Property Acquisition Fund.
ACTION ITEMS

No report at this time.

FIRE MARSHAL/FIRE SCHOOL

State Fair – Harrington, Plans Examiner Certification
The Office of State Fire Marshal and State Fire School will partner at the State Fair once again this year.  
Fire Marshal Ingle is working with the Fire School to get a Plans Examiner Certification course at the school.  Because of funding issues, this may be delayed until the next fiscal year.
SFPC Minutes

June 17, 2008

Page 5

MISCELLANEOUS

No report at this time.

REPORT OF THE FIRE SCHOOL DIRECTOR

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

Director 
· Director Newnam expressed his condolences for the loss of life at the ambulance accident in Sussex County.
· Director Newnam thanked the Fire Prevention Commission for working on the vacant position request at the Governor’s Luncheon.
· Will be participating on Delaware’s State Technical Review for Assistance to FF Grants
· Computer program upgrade – Version 5 – Phase 2 completed
· Delaware Weekend at the National Fire Academy – 23 students

· Delmar EMT-B Status – no training request as of this date.  An agreement between the State Fire Prevention Commission and the Delmar Fire Department has not been signed and returned by Delmar F.D. to date.  The Commission will follow up on the request.
· Energizer Personal Care request to be recognized as an EMS affiliate.  This will be tabled until the July commission meeting for action.  The Commission requested that Director Newnam gather further details for their review.
· Injury report

· Snake bite – no treatment

· Dehydrated student – Firefighter testing – treated and released

· Dehydrated student – Vehicle Rescue – treated returned to duty

· One year plan will be updated and presented to the Commission in July.  A new one year plan will be created at the Planning and Evaluation meeting next week.
· Educational Policy – meeting scheduled on July 30th, 1900 at Dover Center to meet with all of the providers.  Director Newnam has worked closely with the Office of EMS on the proposed educational policy.
· Training Administrator Lowe has requested that September be made College Fire Safety Awareness Month.

· $10,000 of Background Check Funding has been removed from the budget.  The cost will now be moved to the EMT-B’s.  The Fire School policy will not change.  The Fire School will still submit a voucher and when the voucher is returned, the fire company will be billed.

SFPC Minutes

June 17, 2008

Page 6

Staff Activities

· Planning and Evaluation Meeting – June 18-20 at Dover Downs

· No staff meetings will be scheduled for July and August

· Upgrades to Pro-Board matrixes for applying for certification at the new standard 

· Completed Press Releases for local newspapers

· NFPA Conference June – Martin, Lowe

Programs/Courses 

· Confined Space Rescue – will had a course book to the program

· Scheduled Fire Officer I at the Divisions as discussed early this year.

· Reformatted the Fire Instructor I program from 24 hours to 36 hours.

· Conducted Haz. Mat. Tech. Programs for Air Products in Frackville during May.

· Changed the names of Fire Ground Operations – removed the numbers 

· Current Month
· Firefighter Testing – 13 tested – 11 completed 
· Fire Officer I, (12) Fire Officer II (3) – students need to complete assignments
· Fire Inspector I – 13 students 
· STICO – NFA class – Sussex Division 18 students 
· Divisions Usage 

· New Castle Division – 6 classes scheduled

· Kent Division – 4 classes scheduled

· Sussex Division – 2 classes scheduled 

EMS 

· Completed upgrades to the EMS policy manual 

· EMS Program Review and Revisions

· Upgrade the 24 hour Refresher –Training Administrator Bill Walton will work with Dr. Matthews on this. 

· New schedule for 2008-2009 – letter to be sent

· New Castle Division – nights Monday/ /Wednesday and Saturdays 9/8 to 12/20

· Kent County Division – nights Tuesday/Thursdays and Saturdays 9/9 to 12/21

· Kent County Division – nights Tuesday/Thursdays and Saturdays 1/6 to 4/19

· Sussex Division – nights Monday/Wednesdays and Saturdays 1/5 to 4/18

· Kent County Division – weekends, 2 on one off – to be scheduled
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EMS cont.
· Another Accelerated EMT-B class will be added to the schedule for June.  The current class is going very well.
· AHA requirement for stations to have a text library for CPR/AED Refresher classes

· AHA class rosters and paper work must be turned in within seven days.

· Background checks – policy update 

· Current Month
· EMT-B class – weekday – 25 students 
 Delaware Risk Watch Report

· A report was submitted to the Commission for review.
· A contract was received, signed and returned to A.I. DuPont to renew the employment of the Risk Watch Coordinator.
Public Education Activity Report 

· Current Month

· DSFS Display – 11

· Fire Safety Class/Program – 6 

Maintenance – Building and Grounds

· Construction will start on the sprinkler prop June 23rd.
· The floor in classroom 3 is going to be covered with a rubberized flooring.
· Conference phone has been installed in the conference room.

Financial
· Past Due Billings

· 30 days – $20,206.00

· 60 days –  $6,930.00

· 90 days – $250.00

· 120 days – -0-

· 8000 Tuition Fund – $275,852.00

· Accounts receivable – $106,759.00

· 8200 Haz Mat Tech Fund – $172,768.00

· Accounts receivable – $25,560.00
· Revenue Comparison
· Tuition 2008 $63,434.00
· Tuition 2007 $55,326.00
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Revenue Comparison cont.

· Haz Mat Tuition 2008 $14,805.00
· Haz Nat Tuition 2007   $5,400.00
· May fees collected - $1170.00
· Total fees for the year - $2975.00

· Special Funds Summary – A report was submitted to the Commission for review.
· Expenditure Report – A report was submitted to the Commission for review.
Personnel Issues 
No report at this time.
Fire Marshal/Fire School 

No report at this time.
Action Items

No report at this time.
REPORT OF THE BLS MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Dr. Matthews reported that the CPR Resuscitation device continues to receive limited use to date.  The data collected to date shows that it is going well.
The BLS Standing Orders are currently under review.
Dr. Matthews is in the process of putting together a one hour presented for continuing education.  The topic will be Haemostatic Agents.
REPORT OF DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

Sub-Station Regulation

Deputy Attorney General Reardon submitted and reviewed a black lined copy of the substation regulations prepared for submission to Register of Regulations.  A public hearing will be scheduled for August.  It was moved by Commissioner Roberts and seconded by Commissioner Betts to move forward on the public hearing process for the amended substation regulations.  Motion carried.
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REGULAR SESSION

ACTION ITEM

DNREC Regulation 1313

Vice Chairman Ricker discussed DNREC Regulation 1313.  Vice Chairman Ricker will meet with DNREC again to develop a list of structures and necessary training that can be approved during the ozone sensitive period of time.
St. Francis Hospital Ambulance Service

Ryan Greenberg spoke on behalf of St. Francis Hospital Ambulance Service.  They have been contracted for service with the City of Wilmington.  They submitted all of the necessary forms and met the administrative and unit requirements of the State Fire Prevention Commission regulations for a new service.  Permanent radios have not been mounted into the units to date, but are scheduled to be completed by the contract start date of July 1, 2008.  They are currently using portable radio units until the mounted radio units can be installed.  St. Francis Hospital Ambulance Service currently has 22 EMT-B’s on staff.  St. Francis will contact Training Administrator Bill Walton when the mounted radio units are installed for re-inspection of the radios only.  It was moved by Commissioner Roberts, seconded by Vice Chairman Ricker to accept the proposal of St. Francis Hospital Ambulance Service with the exception of giving them a waiver until July 31, 2008 for the installation of mounted radio units.  Motion carried.
John Ring/Sandro A. Sacco of Infinity Fire Protection Equip., LLC Appeals
Deputy Attorney General Reardon opened the hearing and swore in Fire Marshal Ingle.  Mr. Ring and Mr. Sacco each waived the 20 day notice and elected not to appear for the hearing.  Both parties requested the Fire Prevention Commission to authorize a variance from a particular provision of the Commission’s Regulations requiring workers compensation because they have no employees and are not required to carry workers’ compensation under Title 19 of the Delaware Code. The appeals were consolidated for one hearing. Fire Marshal Ingle presented evidence regarding the appeal and stated that he did not oppose the request. It was moved by Commissioner McMahon, seconded by Commissioner Robinson to grant the variance with the contingency that the parties involved must submit a sworn affidavit that they are the sole employee with no other employees, including administrative and secretarial staff.  They will also be mandated to notify the State Fire Marshal and to obtain workers’ compensation immediately upon hiring any employees at a future date.  Motion carried.
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It was moved by Commissioner Robinson, seconded by Commissioner Betts to go into Executive Session for personnel reasons.  Motion carried.  The Commission entered Executive Session at 10:39 a.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was moved by Commissioner Roberts, seconded by Commissioner Murray to go out of Executive Session.  Motion carried.  The Commission exited the Executive Session at 12:52 p.m.

REGULAR SESSION

ACTION ITEMS
EMS Workload

It was moved by Commissioner Ricker, seconded by Commissioner Murray to agree that the Chairman and Fire School Liaison will meet with the Fire School Director to discuss the EMS Workload.  Motion carried.
DVFA Meeting Update
Commissioner Robinson reported on a DVFA Meeting with the President’s and Chief’s that he attended.  More than half were in attendance.  The only thing discussed about the Fire Prevention Commission was, the fire service would like for someone to over see them.  It will eventually come down to the Commission doing it.  The Commission needs the legal authority to oversee the fire service.  The question was asked of the qualifications of Commissioners.  There are no qualifications at this time, but it is being discussed.  Qualifications for firefighters were also discussed for future requirements.
Standards Committee
Commissioner Ricker gave a report on the Standards Committee and a draft was submitted for review.
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Energizer Personal Care Playtex Products

Playtex has requested that there Fire Brigade to recognized as National Registered EMT-B’s.  They would like to be viewed as an affiliate under the State Fire Prevention Commission regulations.  In order for them to obtain a Delaware EMT-B card they must be sponsored by a recognized affiliation.  The Commission asked that Director Newnam research what other companies may want to do the same thing to make sure a plan is in place before a decision is made.  A decision will be made at the July meeting.
Request for College Fire Safety Awareness Month

It was moved by Commissioner Roberts, seconded by Vice Chairman Ricker to request from Governor Minner that September be recognized as College Fire Safety Awareness month.  Motion carried.
GENERAL INFORMATION

Workshop

The Commission worked on a priority list of items to be completed by the Commissioners.  The following items were discussed:

House Bill 251, House Bill 332, District Maps, and Sub Station Regulations.
DEMSOC Report

Vice Chairman Ricker discussed BLS Drivers and Inter facility Transports not filling our EDIN reports at the DEMSOC meeting.  DEMSOC made a motion to go on record as supporting the Fire Prevention Commission to go forward with obtaining more stringent oversight over the private ambulances.  The power to require background checks does not include drivers unless the statutory requirements are changed.
Burn Camp

The Commission was contacted and requested to be a part of the proposed Burn Camp in Delaware.  It was agreed to appoint a Commissioner to work with and Chair the Board that oversees the Burn Camp Committee. 
CORRESPONDENCE

No report at this time. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

No report at this time.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

Chairman Marvin C. Sharp

Chairman Sharp reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, Kent County Fireman’s Association Meeting, Fire Advisory Board Meeting, Legislative Hall, Payroll Drop Off, Station 42 Meeting, Levy Court, Kent County Fire Chief’s Association, Safe Kids Day, Maryland Convention, and DVFA Meeting.
Commissioner Kenneth H. McMahon

Commissioner McMahon reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, Eastern Division Conference, New Castle County Firemen’s Meeting, Breakfast in Bethany Beach, New Castle County Paramedic Graduation, Viewing for Lynn Truitt’s Father, New Castle Ambulance Meeting and IAFC Hazmat Conference.
Commissioner Willard (Bill) Betts, Jr.
Commissioner Betts reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, DVFA Executive Meeting, SERC Meeting, Luncheon with Governor Minner, Kent County Fire Chief’s Meeting, Kent County Firemen’s Association Meeting, Kent county Ambulance Meeting and Delaware State Fire Chief’s Meeting.
Commissioner David J. Roberts

Commissioner Roberts reported that he attended the Monthly Fire Prevention Commission Meeting, New Castle County Ambulance Association Meeting, Viewing for Chief Ashton Beechwood Rocky Eustead, Minquadale Fire Company Meeting, State Legislative Hall HB 329, New Castle County Fire Chief’s Meeting, and National Emergency Numbers Conference in Tampa, FL.
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING

July 15, 2008, 9:00 AM

Commission Chamber

Delaware Fire Service Center

1463 Chestnut Grove Road

Dover, DE  19904

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Vice Chairman Ricker, and seconded by Commissioner McMahon that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sherry R. Lambertson

Executive Specialist
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