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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
Board of Occupational Therapy Practice
MEETING DATE AND TIME:
April 2, 2008 at 4:30 p.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware

Conference Room A, Cannon Building
MINUTES APPROVED: 
May 7, 2008
MEMBERS PRESENT
Debra Young, Professional Member, Chairperson

Nancy Broadhurst, Professional Member, Vice-Chairperson

Wendy Mears, Professional Member
Rosemarie Vanderhoogt, Public Member

MEMBER ABSENT
Virginia Mirro, Public Member, Secretary

DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL PRESENT

Kay Warren, Deputy Director, Division of Professional Regulation
Eileen Kelly, Deputy Attorney General

Gayle Melvin, Administrative Specialist III
ALSO PRESENT
Barbara Trader
Jennifer McLaughlin

Dawn Steele

Logan Esham

Jan Gorecki

Pamela Wellington Mist

Juli LaBadia, Court Reporter
CALL TO ORDER
Ms. Young called the meeting to order at 4:39 p.m.  

REVIEW OF MINUTES
The Board reviewed the minutes of the March 5, 2008 meeting.  Ms. Broadhurst made a motion, seconded by Ms. Mears to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Discussion of Strategic Planning
Physical Agent Modalities

Ms. Mears reported that she had tried to find courses.  The closest places offering courses were in Philadelphia and Richmond.  DOTA does have a 4-hour modified version.  She did find a company willing to come to Delaware to offer a course.  Ms. Mears stated that she has a major concern that courses are limited.  Ms. Young stated that currently there is no definition in the rules and regulations; therefore, the rules and regulations would need to be revised.  Ms. Broadhurst stated that she had research ACOTE standard for an educational program and PAMs is included in the curriculum.  Ms. Mears made a motion, seconded by Ms. Young to table this for further discussion.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
Discussion:  Reinstatement of the Temporary License

A discussion was held regarding reinstatement of the temporary license.  Ms. Mears reported that she had contacted NBCOT inquiring about the length of time that it takes a candidate to sit for the exam and receive their exam scores with on demand testing.  Board members were provided with a copy of the response that Ms. Mears had received from NBCOT.  Once NBCOT has received all required documentation from an exam candidate, it can take up to three days to transmit the approval letter to the candidate.  Once the candidate has the approval letter, the candidate must then contact Prometric to schedule a date, time and location to take the exam.  Exam score reports are provided to the Board electronically via the online exam score reporting service.  The online score reporting service for the Board is updated the 1st and 16th of each month.  The Board felt that this could create a hardship for someone applying for a license.  The Board felt that it had done everything within its control to help the applicants, such as changing the months for meetings and approving applications pending receipt of the exam score.  The Board felt that the time issue was out of their control.  Ms. Young reported that she had contacted the States of Maryland and Pennsylvania.  Both states do have temporary licenses.  She reported that AOTA is in support of states having a temporary license.   Ms. Young made a motion, seconded by Ms. Mears to obtain the old language that was in the statute regarding the temporary license and see what needs to be changed.  The motion was unanimously carried.

4:45 P.M. – Hearing for Pamela Wellington Mist Regarding the Board’s Proposal-to-Deny of her Application for Licensure as an Occupational Therapy Assistant
Ms. Young called the formal hearing to order at 4:45 p.m.  At its meeting on March 5, 2008, the Board proposed to deny Ms. Mist’s application for an occupational therapy assistant license because she did not meet the requirements for licensure set forth in 24 Del.C., §2008(a)(4), specifically, shall not have been the recipient of any administrative penalties regarding that person’s practice of occupational therapy, including but not limited to fines, formal reprimands, license suspensions or revocation (except for license revocations for nonpayment of license renewal fees), probationary limitations and/or has not entered into any “consent agreements” which contain conditions placed by a Board on that person’s professional conduct and practice, including any voluntary surrender of a license.  The Board may determine, after a hearing, whether such administrative penalty is grounds to deny licensure.

Present for the hearing was Ms. Mist.  Ms. Mist was sworn in by the court reporter.  Verbatim testimony was recorded by the court reporter.  Ms. Mist had set forth in writing that she wished to waive her right to 20 days’ notice of the hearing and wanted to proceed with the matter at this meeting.

At 4:59 p.m., a motion was made by Ms. Young, seconded by Ms. Mears that the Board go off the record for deliberations.  At 5:03 p.m., a motion was made by Ms. Vanderhoogt, seconded by Ms. Mears that the Board go back on the record.  A motion was made by Ms. Young, seconded by Ms. Mears to grant Ms. Mist an occupational therapy assistant license.  The motion passed unanimously.  The hearing ended at 5:04 p.m.  
NEW BUSINESS

Review of Occupational Therapist/Occupational Therapy Assistant Applications
Ms. Vanderhoogt made a motion, seconded by Ms. Mears to approve the following applications:
Jessica A. Bonvetti – Occupational Therapy Assistant
Sriranjani Ganesan – Occupational Therapist

Coreatha Mason – Occupational Therapist

Kristen Ann Williams – Occupational Therapist

Melissa Ann Pettee – Occupational Therapy Assistant

The motion was unanimously carried.

Review of Continuing Education Activities

Ms. Mears made a motion, seconded by Ms. Young to approve the following continuing education courses:

Genesis Rehabilitation Services

     The Power of Proactive Seating:  Improving Comfort, Safety, Health and Function for

      Our Nursing Home Residents – 2 hours

Genesis Rehab Services

     Seating & Positioning:  Focus on Function – 6.75 hours

Institute for Natural Resources

     Neck and Shoulder Pain – 3 hours

     The Creative Brain – 3 hours

The motion was unanimously carried.
Ms. Broadhurst made a motion, seconded by Ms. Young to approve the following continuing education courses:
Genesis Rehab Services
     Prosthetic Course – 4.25 hours

Institute for Natural Resources

     Nutrigenomics – 3 hours

The motion was unanimously carried.

Ms. Young made a motion, seconded by Ms. Mears to approve the following continuing

education courses:

Margaret Heyd – Cross Country Education

     Enhancing Outcomes for Common Hand Dysfunctions – 6 hours

duPont Hospital for Children

     Pediatric Physical Therapy Conference 2008 – 6.5 hours

The motion was unanimously carried.

Ms. Broadhurst made a motion, seconded by Ms. Young to approve the following continuing education course:

International Manual Therapy Seminars/Tidewater Physical Therapy

     The Upper Quarter Pain Puzzle – 13 hours

The motion was unanimously carried.

Other Business Before the Board (for discussion only)
There was no other business before the Board.
Public Comment
Ms. Gorecki thanked the Board for gathering and looking at the facts and having further discussion on reinstatement of the temporary license.
Ms. McLaughlin cautioned the Board to proceed with caution when developing the certification criteria for PAMs.
Next Scheduled Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 7, 2008 at 4:30 p.m. in Conference Room A, 2nd floor, Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.
Adjournment

There being no further business, Ms. Young made a motion, seconded by Ms. Mears to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried. The meeting adjourned at 5:36 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Gayle L. Melvin
Administrative Specialist III






