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Minutes of the Meeting Held

August 8, 2006

The Delaware Harness Racing Commission’s Rules Committee met for a meeting at Delaware Department of Agriculture, Dover, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, August 8, 2006.

Committee Members Present

	Beth Steele, Chair
	Charles Lockhart, V.P. Harness Racing Dover Downs

	James Boese, General Manager, HRI
	Jo-Ann Price, Paralegal, DHRC

	Karen Craft, Facilities Manager, Harrington Raceway
	George Staats, DHRC Commissioner

	Salvatore DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA
	Judy Davis-Wilson, Director, DSBF

	Hugh J. Gallagher, DDA, Administrator, DHRC
	Kimberly A. Wilson, Deputy Attorney General

	John Hensley, Director of Horse Racing, Dover Downs
	


Call to Order/Welcome

Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m., and welcomed those in attendance.  Kim Wilson was introduced as our new DAG.
Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Staats made a Motion to approve the Minutes of July 12, 2006 as written, Ms. Craft seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion Items

· Further Discussion of Rule 3:  

· 3.1.3:  Mr. Gallagher said the Presiding Judge (PJ) and Associate Judges must possess a USTA license and be fully accredited by a recognized university. (Only the University of Louisville or University of Arizona does accreditations.  They do not deal with Paddock Judges or other racing officials).  
· 3 Del. C. §10027:  Mr. DiMario brought up §10027, which referenced USTA licensing for “all grooms, drivers and owners and their employees”.  This statute was poorly written, and this section is not applicable to the issue at hand. Mr. Hensley read the statute as applying to licenses, as licensees are USTA members and already operate under USTA rules.  
· USTA Rules:  The application of USTA rules was discussed.  Mr. Boese noted the USTA must be notified if we change their rules.  Mr. Lockhart suggested we send them our rulebook to comply with the statute and that we obtain an opinion before submission.  The Chair added our cover should invite their comments.  Commission Counsel will research this and report at the next meeting.  
· Statutory Changes Needed:  The Chair added we could seek to clean up this statute in January, when the legislature is back in session.  A word mechanic (attorney) is going to have to figure out this language.  Grooms have a skill license, which is not issued by the USTA.  The language re:  grooms should be deleted, as the remainder of the section refers to Associations.  Ms. Price said changes to the statutes should be noted as we proceed through the rules and presented to legislators in a new document, since S.B. 38 died in committee.  Once the rules have been examined, a meeting can be held to discuss proposed statutory changes, Commission Counsel can research any suggested changes and meet with the Secretary of Agriculture to present our suggested language for their consideration.   
· 3 Del. C. §10007(d):  Ms. Price suggested this section be re-examined, as the relationship between Commission employees and “any official relation” with others is unclear.

· Photo Finish:  Mr. Gallagher commented that obviously spinners aren’t being used and referred to Page 12 of the USTA rules, Rule 5, §12.  Suggested language to add under association’s section:  “The associations shall provide for the use of the photo finish head numbers, saddle pads, and a starting gate, with approved backups.” There was general agreement. 
· 3.2.6.1:  Mr. Gallagher also suggested: “Whenever the judges use a photo to determine the order of finish it shall be displayed for public inspection.” Mr. DiMario offered suggested language from Massachusetts Rule 3.12 (14):  “The judges may call for a picture from the photo finish camera to aid them in arriving at a decision.  However, in all cases the camera is merely an aid and the decision of the Judges shall be final.”  Also, “It is the duty of the PJ to ensure that the photo finish camera is in proper working order before the start of the race.” should be inserted under the PJ’s duties.  There was general agreement to all the above changes.
· 3.4.1.5:  After consideration discussion including the current use of the paddock as a social center, complaints received, security and safety issues, and amending the rule to reflect current practices, Mr. Lockhart suggested the following:  “No driver or groom once admitted to the paddock shall leave same other than to warm up or get equipment from the barn area for race-related activity until such race or races for which he was admitted is contested; provided, however, that in the event of an emergency, trainers or grooms may leave the paddock but only with the permission of the Paddock Judge, in which case the Paddock Judge shall maintain a written record thereof, which shall be delivered to the Presiding Judge. No person except an owner who has another horse racing in a later race, or an official, shall return to the paddock until all races of that program have been completed.”  There was general agreement to amend this section.
· 3.4.1.7.6:  The current rule as written is unenforceable as multiple owners are often present.  Change “members” to “owners”.
· 3.1.4.7.4:  Add “No more than two” at the beginning of the sentence.  
· 3.1.4.7.2:  After discussion, it will remain unchanged.

· 3.3.5:  Heading:  Change “listing” to “listings” 

· 3.3.4:  Change to “The racing secretary shall classify horses in accordance with these rules.”  (Delete remainder of sentence.)  

· 3.3.5:  Change to “The Racing Office shall:  
· 3.3.9:  Delete the section in its entirety.

· 3.3.11:  Change State Steward to PJ.

· 3.6:  Delete in its entirety, with a note to include duties under Program Director or Assistant Program Director/Race Secretary when we get there.

· 3.7.1.4:  Delete “the starter” and “emergency”.

· 3.8:  Change to Official Charter/Program Director and add 3.6.11 there.
· 3.9:  Change to Official Timer/Photo Finish Technician.  

· 3.10:  Delete in its entirety. 

· 3.13: Commission Vet:  Mr. Gallagher will write descriptions for the remainder of this section; he asked that all suggestions be to him by the end of the week.  Mr. DiMario also suggested the vets examine.  Their comments will be solicited.  
· Discussion of State Steward Language Substitutions:  incorporated into above discussion.
Action Items for Next Meeting

· 3.1.7.1:  Commission Counsel to submit proposed language
· 3.13:  Mr. Gallagher to submit consolidated language received

Upcoming Meetings
DHRC 

August 15, 2006
8:30 a.m. HRI – Exhibit Hall Board Room
Rules Committee
September 7, 2006
10:15 a.m. DDA – Secretary’s Conference Rm.
Adjournment

At 12:15 p.m., having no further business, Mr. DiMario moved to adjourn, Mr. Hensley seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
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