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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES:
BOARD OF ARCHITECTS

MEETING DATE AND TIME:
Wednesday, January 4, 2006 at 1:00 p.m.
PLACE:
861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware

Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building
MINUTES APPROVED:
February 1, 2006
MEMBERS PRESENT   
Peter H. Jennings, RA, President, Presiding

Arden Bardol, RA, Secretary

Charles Weymouth, RA

Loretta L. Wooten, Pubic Member
Steven Atchley, Public Member

Julia C. Hopkins, Public Member
Goodwin K. Cobb, IV, Public Member

Jean N. McCool, RA

Alvin French, RA
Larry Lewis, Deputy Attorney General

Allison Reardon, Deputy Attorney General

Dana Spruill, Administrative Specialist II

James Collins, Director, Division of Professional Regulation
MEMBERS ABSENT  

All members were present.

ALSO PRESENT
Stanley Minka

Charles Arcaro
Kathleen White Palmer, Court Reporter
1.0 
CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Jennings called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m.  

4.1  
PROPOSAL TO DENY HEARING – STANLEY MINKA 
At 1:05 p.m., the proposal to deny hearing regarding Mr. Stanley Minka’s application for license renewal was called to order.  Ms. Bardol made a motion, seconded by Mr. French, that based on Rules 6.2, 6.3, and 6.4, the board has no statutory grounds to grant a waiver. Under the current Rule 6.5 Late Renewal, the applicant is not eligible to apply for late renewal because the continuing education was not done during the biennial period of August 1, 2003 to July 31, 2005. A cover letter will be sent to Mr. Minka with the Order advising that from the documentation submitted it is not clear that the continuing education requirement has been met and additional documentation may be required. The letter will further state that a pending rule change will allow for late renewal and address the issue of continuing education requirements not met within the biennial period.   The motion was unanimously carried. At 2:20 p.m., the hearing adjourned. Verbatim transcript of the proceedings was taken by court reporter.

Ms. Bardol made a motion, seconded by Ms. McCool, to take a 6 minute recess. The motion was unanimously carried. The meeting reconvened at 2:36 p.m.
2.0 
REVIEW OF MINUTES

The board reviewed the minutes of the December 7, 2005 meeting. Mr. Cobb made a motion, seconded by Ms. Bardol, to approve the December 7, 2005 meeting minutes as amended.  Mr. Weymouth opposed the motion and stated that he would not vote to approve amended minutes without seeing the completed revisions first. The motion was carried with a majority.
3.0 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Status Of Proposed Legislation – Discussion of the 143rd Legislative Session
The board discussed its pending legislation and any concerns.  Mr. Weymouth thought that the board was proceeding forward without changes to the proposed statute in order to not disrupt the pending legislation although the Sunset Committee wanted the differences between the architects and engineers to be worked out. Ms. Bardol advised that the two groups cannot remedy the differences before the law passes but that they will continue to work on their discussions.  The board will move forward with the proposed legislation even if it may be imperfect.  Mr. Jennings encouraged the board members to support the legislation by speaking with the Sunset Committee members or other legislators. Mr. French made a motion, seconded by Ms. Bardol, that the Board of Architects supports, without amendment, House Bill No. 311 introduced in June 2005 in the 143rd General Assembly and will seek the support of the Division of Professional Regulation, the Governor’s office, and members of both the House and Senate in an effort to see this bill passed by the legislature in the legislative session convening in January 2006. Further, the board will seek the support of both the engineering and architectural professional organizations as well as the Delaware Professional Engineering Board.  The motion was unanimously carried.
Report on Status of Joint Advisory Committee – Ms. Bardol
Ms. Bardol advised that the first step will be to accomplish the Memorandum of Understanding. Who will be on the committee is important and so it understanding the scope of the task. One task will be the definition of architecture and engineering.  However, this is at the end of the list. Another task will be the position on design build. Ms. Bardol wants to discuss the task list with the Board next month. She advised that she has reviewed New Jersey’s building design, and she understands from Mr. Pat Ryan that there is objection to that model.
Report on Status of Rules and Regulations Subcommittee – Mr. French
Mr. French advised that he had nothing to report today, but he would have a report next month.
Signing of Order – Disciplinary Hearing Against Todd Breck
This agenda item was tabled because the transcript had not yet been received from the court reporting agency. A copy of the transcript will be distributed to the board members prior to the next meeting.

Discussion on Proposed Changes to Rule and Regulation 6.5

The proposed change to Rule 6.5 will be published in the February Register of Regulations. The hearing on the proposed change will be held during the March board meeting.  The board discussed with DAG Lewis and Mr. Collins whether the board could have two late fees, one for the late renewal and one to complete continuing education after the license expiration date. DAG Lewis felt this could be legally supported from either view point.  Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Mr. Cobb, to accept the rule as promulgated and to delete the second sentence portion of Rule 6.5.3 which removed the second late fee. The motion was unanimously carried.

Review of Proposed to Deny Renewal Applications

The board previously proposed to deny the applications for renewal of Steven H. Brown, Lennox A. Caruth, and James W. Ritter.  No response has been received from Mr. Brown or Mr. Caruth within the required time period to request a hearing. Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Ms. McCool, to finalize the denial of these two applications for renewal. The motion was unanimously carried.  They will be sent a letter advising the denial has been finalized and advising of the proposed rule change regarding continuing education.  The board reviewed additional continuing education documentation submitted by Mr. Ritter. The continuing education was found to meet the continuing education requirements. Mr. Ritter’s license will be renewed.
Update on Proposal to Deny License Applications
The Board previously proposed to deny the application for licensure of Eric Booth. Mr. Booth has submitted documentation indicating he has completed an IDP program and has requested that the IDP file be sent to the board. Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Ms. Bardol, to table the application pending receipt of the IDP file.  The motion was unanimously carried.

The Board previously proposed to deny the application for licensure of Joseph Zito. Mr. Zito has requested that a hearing be scheduled. The board scheduled the hearing to take place during the March board meeting.

Review of Continuing Education Random Audit Previously Tabled
This application for renewal remained table pending receipt of the additional documentation.

The board discussed that ten percent of the licensees were audited.  The board discussed the regulation of continuing education. Ms. McCool expressed that until licensees were able to receive continuing education credit through the local colleges it would be difficult to regulate. Ms. Bardol expressed that this was an issue that the board should be active in discussing with NCARB.

Complaints to Close
Mr. Jennings reported regarding Complaint No. 07-02-05. The Division’s investigative unit recommended that the complaint be closed. Mr. Jennings concurred.

4.0 
NEW BUSINESS

Review of Applications

The applications were reviewed and discussed.  

A motion was made by Mr. Weymuoth, and seconded by Ms. Hopkins, to approve the following applicants for licensure through reciprocity by NCARB:

Cheryl A. O’Brien


Edward D. Weaver

Kevin Lynne Rush
Kevin Cole Scott


Suzette Stoler

The motion was approved unanimously.
Assignment of Complaint
Complaint No. 07-03-05 was assigned to Mr. Jennings.

5.0 
Other Business Before the Board (for discussion only)
The board congratulated DAG Lewis on his appointment as State Solicitor. 
Ms. Bardol stated that she had received an email regarding the Spring convention in Charleston. The board has a travel budget of $4,500. Ms. Bardol will find out the cost of the annual meeting before the next meeting in Cincinnati.  The board will need to determine who will be attending the upcoming meetings.

6.0
Public Comment
There was no public comment at this meeting.

7.0
Next Scheduled Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 1, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. in Conference Room B, second floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.

8.0
Adjournment

There being no further business, Mr. Weymouth made a motion, seconded by Ms. McCool, to adjourn the meeting at 4:29 p.m. The motion was unanimously carried. 

Respectfully submitted,

Dana M. Spruill 
Administrative Specialist II






