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GOVERNOR’S ADVISORY COUNCIL

TO THE DIVISION OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH

DELAWARE STATE POLICE TROOP 2

MINUTES OF JUNE 19, 2008

Members Present:  Dr. Anthony Brazen, Carol Harman, Shirley Jackson, James Lafferty, Robert Marceluk, George Meldrum, Lisa Pertzoff, Janet Ray, Charles Sawchenko, Paula Voshell

Members Excused:  Jack Akester, Brenda Phillips, Chuck Tarver, Mark Wicks, Gary Wirt

Members Absent:  Andrea Guest

Associate Members Present:  Julie Cutler, Carlyle Hooff, Michael Kriner, Fran Leslie, Bruce Lorenz

Associate Members Excused:  Sally Allshouse, Connie Hughes, James Larks, Catherine McKay
Associate Members Absent:  William Rhines, Brenda Sands

Interested Parties:  Vince Boehm, Chris DiSanto, Renata Henry, Sachin Karnik, Michael Kelleher, Patricia Maichle, Aimee McFarlan, Melissa Shahan, Libby Thomas

Guest:  Susan Clayton

	TOPIC

Call to Order
Review of Minutes

Chairman’s Report

Budget Committee

Membership Committee

DPC Advisory Committee

Children’s Committee

Employment Committee

Teaching about Addiction and Gambling

Director’s Report

Old/New Business

Public Comment
Adjournment
	DISCUSSION

Chairman Lafferty called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance.  He invited meeting attendees to introduce themselves and share their affiliation.
Chairman Lafferty commented on the current economic outlook.  Discussion briefly focused on the recent 63M dollar state acquisition, the proposed tax increases to increase revenue and the rainy day fund.  Renata Henry will share the language addressing the fund’s parameters.
Chairman Lafferty reviewed the three names in nomination for the Robert J. Berndt Humanitarian Award and solicited Council for additional nominations.  Discussion followed.  It was determined that an award recipient will be chosen in 2009. 
Council was informed of Delaware’s application for funding from the Council of State Governments Justice Center to improve outcomes for individuals with mental illness involved in the criminal justice system.  Chairman Lafferty commented on the diversion program.
Chairman Lafferty briefly introduced Julie Cutler, associate member.   
No report.

Vice-Chairman Meldrum reported that one vacancy exits.  Clarification of constituent requirements for the vacant position will be sought from the Governor’s Office. He invited members to inform him regarding individuals wishing to serve on Council. 
No report.

Carol Harman reported on Governor Minner’s nomination of Henry Smith, former DSCYF director of the Division of Management Support Services, as the new secretary of DSCYF.  
Through the Chairman, Council was updated on the June 11 employer/employment mixer sponsored by the DOL and DSAMH.  Council was informed of the statewide effort to promote the Supported Employment Program with potential employers in Sussex County.  

Janet Ray introduced Dr. Susan Clayton, who provided an overview of the key aspects of the Understanding by Design process.
Renata Henry reported that an additional task force update will be provided.  Council was updated on the implementation of the DOJ MOA and the establishing of a compliance committee.
Council was reminded of the upcoming Summer Institute the week of July 28.  Meeting participants were reminded to confirm their attendance for the keynote and luncheon with Kathlene Brittingham.

Ms. Henry recognized Sam Abdallah’s accomplishments and highlighted the internal changes that have been implemented.  
Ms. Henry shared information with the Council regarding a recent incident at the Dartmouth Woods group home.   Discussion followed. Council discussed developing an appropriate written response.  The need to have a constant presence in the community was emphasized, as was the need to advocate for change and to support long term education.   
Through the Chairman, Council was informed of the August 7 Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee meeting when psychiatric medications will be examined for continued inclusion on the preferred drug list.  Discussion followed.  Attendance at the meeting was encouraged.  Logistics for the upcoming meeting will be provided.  
Vince Boehm spoke of the Gubernatorial Disabilities Forum being held July 17 in Dover.  The importance of consumer participation was emphasized.

	ACTION
Carol Harman moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Paula Voshell seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Vice-Chairman Meldrum moved that Council forgo presenting the award.  Paula Voshell seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

Melissa Smith will address efforts to select a committee chair at a future Council meeting.

Dr. Clayton’s PowerPoint presentation and other related materials will be distributed electronically to meeting participants.

There being no further business Paul Voshell moved to adjourn at 11:35 a.m.  Carol Harman seconded the motion.  So moved.


The next Governor’s Advisory Council Meeting will be held Thursday, August 21, 2008 at the Buena Vista Conference and Reception Center.
ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE HELD THE THIRD THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
