[image: image1.png]www.state.de.us/deptagri

STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DELAWARE HARNESS RACING COMMISSION
2320 SOUTH DUPONT HIGHWAY
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

TELEPHONE: {302) 698 - 4599
FaAx: (302) 697 - 4748




Minutes of the Meeting Held

September 9, 2008
The Delaware Harness Racing Commission met for a meeting at Harrington Raceway, Harrington, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, September 9, 2008.

Commission Members Present

	Beth Steele, Chairman
	George P. Staats, Commissioner

	Robert B. Brown, Commissioner
	Kenneth Williamson, Commissioner

	Mary Ann Lambertson, Commissioner
	


Others Present

	Andrew Kerber, Deputy Attorney General
	Brian Manges, Investigator

	James Boese, General Manager, HRI
	Scott Egger, Presiding Judge 

	Karen Craft, Facilities Manager, HRI
	Robert Collison, Chief DHRC Investigator

	Salvatore DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA
	John Hensley, Sr. Dir., Horse Racing, D. Downs

	Emily Galloway, D.V.M.
	Joe Dugan, Owner

	
	Jo-Ann Price, Paralegal


	Call to Order/Welcome
	Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order at 10:16 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance.  

	Approval of Minutes


	Commissioner Brown made a Motion to approve the August 12, 2008 DRHC Minutes and the August 25, 2008 Executive Session Minutes as written. Commissioner Williamson seconded for both Minutes, and the Motion passed unanimously.  

	Old Business 

  Changing withdrawal times for
  therapeutic meds

  Still Appeal Referred to Commission

  Moving Lasix Barn at Dover Downs


	This discussion concerns the use of clenbuterol, flunixin, azium and other sulfa medications. Joe Strug, Dalare Associates, offered that the States in the Mid Atlantic region (Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Maryland) have been trying to keep their withdrawal times consistent so they wouldn’t have to change. He referred to the anabolic steroids study Dr. McKeever did on horses over a long period, which showed an increase in body mass and fat tissue. Based on Dalare’s work and Dr. McKeever’s study, there would be no positives if the drugs were stopped several days out. Mr. Strug was willing to go along with the 96-hour rule, but wouldn’t go any closer, based on its pharmacological effects. The 96-hour recommendation is based on a medium dose. After further input from Drs. Baldwin and Galloway, who agreed to the change, and as it was previously discussed among other veterinarians at a rules medication committee meeting who also agreed, Chairman Steele cautioned that this policy would be a recommendation, not a guarantee that there would be no positives, and the horsemen would have to give these drugs according to the vet’s prescription, not do their own dosing. Commissioner Brown made a Motion to move the DHRC’s recommendation for withdrawal times for these drugs from the current 7 days to 96 hours, Commissioner Staats seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously. This policy will become effective immediately. 
As to the EPM medication TMZ (trimethoprim/sulfa), Chairman Steele explained it was the Commission’s hope to be able to allow the horsemen to treat their horses without penalizing them terribly. After a brief discussion, in which Mr. Strug had no objections to the change, Commissioner Brown made a Motion to change the withdrawal time for these drugs from 96 hours to 72 hours, Commissioner Lambertson seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously. This policy will also become effective immediately.
Associate Judge Cook’s September 4th letter to the Commission requested, per DHRC rule 3.2.3.9, that the Still case be referred to the Commission for its consideration. Chairman Steele asked the Commission to consider having Mr. Gallagher hear it as its Hearing Officer. Commissioner Williamson moved to have the Hearing Officer hear the case, Commissioner Staats seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.
The purpose of this final discussion was to make sure everyone’s viewpoints were considered. Mr. Hensley thought Dover Downs can accommodate the requests. Dr. Baldwin offered he was not opposed to the moves, but added there are some negatives and positives. Basically, Dover Downs has moved the Lasix area twice before and never had a problem with it. They were able to get a consensus to try it at the shipping barn, so it should be able to minimize negative aspects. His concern was that the vets do emergencies as they come up. When the Lasix schedule is being done, the Lasix vet can’t leave the shipping barn. There may be a choice made about treating the emergency or giving Lasix, but this would only apply to the warm up and the early part of the race. The second thing, less important, people may wait to have a horse scoped while the vet gets the schedule done. Everybody is spoiled now, if people wait they complain to their legislators. Had some concerns about security, etc. some vets are older, but were able to work that out. Dr. Galloway said this move will not require the Commission to provide more emergency equipment, as track emergencies are handled by the vet on the track. They get brought into the paddock where they can be worked on, short of dying or breaking a leg, etc. Sick horses are usually found in their stalls. Dr. Baldwin has all the meds needed for treating lacerations, etc. The commission does not provide liability insurance, but Commission vets should be sovereign immunity, as State employees. Dr. Baldwin commented that many of the vets don’t have the experience to handle emergencies or not comfortable with it, but Dr. Galloway is one of the better trained vets from her internship. Chairman Steele directed the vets to keep the Commission informed. Dover Downs will supply what is needed. 


	New Business
  Public Hearing
   Proposed changes to Rule 6 & 8
  Award Racing Dates

	At 10:28 a.m. the record was opened. Commission Counsel read the proposed rules into the record. A court reporter took verbatim minutes of the proceedings. No public comments were received. Commissioner Brown made a Motion to accept the proposed changes to Rule 6 as submitted, Commissioner Staats seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously. Likewise, Commissioner Brown made a Motion to accept the proposed changes to Rule 8 as submitted, Commissioner Lambertson seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously. A final Order will be presented at the next Commission meeting. The record was closed at 10:32 p.m. Jeff Hague has been asked to correct the current publication. 

Commissioner Williamson made a Motion to award racing dates to Dover Downs and Harrington Raceway for 2009, Commissioner Lambertson seconded the Motion. It passed unanimously. The Commissioners signed the Licenses for both tracks.

	Reports from Racing Administrator, Racing Officials & Veterinarians


	The Acting Administrator, Mr. Collison reported that the entire track staff is now being paid by State through the Department of Agriculture. Mr. Gallagher had mentioned bringing judges in for try outs; three have come in and two more have been scheduled, as Mr. Wilson is out for awhile, some judges are being used from out of town. Secretary Scuse is adamant that judges are not to work over five days/week. This will be accomplished with the fill-in judges. Their names for the Dover meet will be given for approval at the October meeting.
No reports were given from the Vets or the Judges.

	Public Comment
	None offered.

	Adjournment to Executive Session


	At 10:53 a.m., Commissioner Williamson moved to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss personnel issues, Commissioner Lambertson seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  

	Upcoming Events

  Rules Committee

  Regular Meeting
	10/07/08 10:15 a.m. at Department of Ag. Secretary’s Conf. Room

10/14/08 10:15 a.m. at Harrington Raceway, Gold Rm. In Casino

	Adjournment


	At 11:35 a.m. having no further business, Commissioner Lambertson moved to adjourn, Commissioner Williamson seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.  
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