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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES: Board of Professional Land Surveyors 
 
MEETING DATE AND TIME: June 18, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
PLACE: 861 Silver Lake Blvd., Conference Room A, 
 Second floor, Dover, Delaware 
   
MINUTES APPROVED: September 17, 2009  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT    
 
Stephen Sellers, Chair, Professional Member 
Michael T. Szymanski, Vice-Chair, Professional Member 
Victor Kennedy, Public Member  
Laurence R. McBride, Professional Member  
Frank Szczuka, Public Member  
 
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
Debbie Heinsch, Administrative Specialist II 
Frederick Schranck, Deputy Attorney General 
Kay Warren, Deputy Director, Division of Professional Regulation 
 
ABSENT MEMBERS
Joseph McDonough, Public Member 
John Murray, Secretary, Professional Member  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Kelly Katz, DAS 
John Roach, DTCC, Owens Campus 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mr. Sellers called the meeting to order at 8:39 a.m.   
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES 
The Board reviewed the meeting minutes of the May 21, 2009 board meeting.  Mr. Szymanski made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. McBride to approve the minutes as amended.   The motion was 
unanimously carried.   
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Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. McBride to reorder the agenda to move Delaware 
Technical & Community College, Owens and Stanton Campus SET Curriculum forward on the 
agenda.  The motion was unanimously carried.   
 
Delaware Technical & Community College, Owens & Stanton Campus (DTCC) – SET Curriculum – 
Mr. Szymanski reported that one of the Survey Intern requirement is to have a two (2) year degree in 
surveying, When the statute was revised to include a survey intern the Board approved DTCC’s Civil 
Engineering Technology – Survey and Materials curriculum.  Subsequently, Mr. Szymanski met with 
Mr. John Johnson of DAS and Mr. John Roach and Mr. Doug Hicks of DTCC, to determine how to 
make the program better.  DTCC agreed that they would add an advanced surveying course.  The 
boundary survey law course was part of the surveying and materials curriculum and was carried over.  
The big change is the materials course was dropped and the advanced surveying course was added.  
A passing grade on three distinct survey courses (Surveying Principles, Route Surveying and Design, 
and Advanced Surveying) is required in order o obtain a degree.   DTCC is requesting approval of the 
new curriculum so that they can promote it.  Mr. Kennedy made a motion,   seconded by Mr. McBride 
to approve DTCC’s Civil Engineering Technology/Surveying and Geomatics Option as an acceptable 
curriculum for fulfilling the Survey Intern requirement.  The motion carried.  Mr. Szymanski abstained.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Update of Mortgage Inspection Plan (MIP)
Mr. Szymanski reported on the revisions to Section 12.2 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations.  The 
Board discussed various options.  Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. Kennedy to 
accept option 1 as a requirement.  The motion carried, Mr. Szczuka opposed.  It will be posted in the 
register for public comment.  It will read as follows:  For a Major Subdivision Survey, the boundary 
corners of the property that is the subject of the subdivision shall be set and/or identified in 
accordance to Section 12.2.4 For a Minor Subdivision Survey, a minimum of two boundary corners of 
the property that is the subject of the subdivision shall be set and/or identified and their 
interconnection duly noted.  Additionally, for a Minor Subdivision Survey, the connection between said 
boundary corners and the boundary of the “carved-out” property shall be noted; and, the boundary 
corners of said “carved-out” property shall be set and/or identified in accordance with Section 12.2.4.   
 
Section 12.2.2, will be revised.  Hundred, County, and State will be inserted in the proposed 
regulation between the Source of Title and Tax Parcel Number.  Mr. Szymanski will incorporate into 
the previous revisions.  Mr. Schranck will have it placed in the register, and a public hearing will be 
scheduled for September.   
 
Update on Legislation – Review draft -  
Mr. Szymanski reported it has passed the Senate and has been assigned to the House Sunset 
Committee.  He has amended DAPE’s Certificate of Authorization to reflect the Land Surveying firm 
and would like the application reviewed by the Division of Professional Regulations.  Presuming the 
statute will be passed and signed by the Governor prior to the next meeting, Mr. Szymanski has 
requested the Division fast track the new application process.  Ms. Heinsch requested a Board 
member attend both the Committee meeting and House Chamber for approval.  Ms. Heinsch thanked 
Mr. Szymanski for a wonderful job at the prior meetings.  Mr. Szymanski indicated that he would 
attend and requested Ms. Warren advice him of the dates.  Mr. Szymanski gave Ms. Heinsch his draft 
of an application and suggested that the Division move forward with a cover letter for appropriate 
distribution. It was requested it be in place by September.   
 
Title 24 – 2721 Letters of Concern – Kay Warren – No report was addressed in discussion about the 
May minutes.   
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Mr. Szczuka indicated that he would like clarification on a hearing quorum.  Mr. Schranck advised that 
does not fall under Letters of Concern as it is a disciplinary hearing decision.  It can not be discussed 
under this.   
 
Closed Complaint – 05-09-08 – John Murray – Contact Person - Mr. Murray sent notification that the 
complaint should be closed.  Mr. Szymanski requested Ms. Heinsch clarify with Mr. Murray if he 
wanted to proceed with a letter of concern.  
 
The Board discussed attendance at meetings.   Title 24, Section 2703 (i) reads:  Any member who is 
absent without adequate reason for 3 consecutive meetings or fails to attend at least half of all regular 
business meetings during any calendar year shall be deemed to have resigned that member's 
appointment. The Director of the Division shall have the responsibility to enforce this provision. Upon 
the determination by the Director that a vacancy exists due to this provision, the Governor may 
appoint a new member as provided in subsection (c) of this section.  Mr. Szymanski suggested Mr. 
Sellers call Mr. Murray to encourage attendance at future meetings.   
 
Mr. Szymanski had a question concerning the status of complaint 05-02-08 that he was assigned.  Mr. 
Schranck advised Mr. Szymanski contact the investigator to check on the status of the complaint.   
 
Update on Audit of Regulatory Agencies - Mr. Schranck and Ms. Reardon will discuss.  Tabled until 
the next meeting.   
 
Review of Retired Status – The Board discussed if adding a retired status should be pursued.  The 
Board discussed the current retired status which states that only half (12) of the pdh’s are required for 
renewal, and the licensee must be 62 years of age.  However, it is not formally recognized as a status 
as the actual license status remains active.  Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. McBride 
that the Board not consider retirement status at this time.  The motion was unanimously carried.   
 
Review of Application for licensure by Reciprocity – Jeffrey Bleach – Mr. Bleach’s application was 
reviewed by the Board in May.  Mr. Bleach has responded that the Maryland Board waived the 
requirement of taking the Fundamentals examination as he had practiced for twelve years.  The Board 
reviewed Section 15.1 and 15.2 of the Rules and Regulations.  Mr. Szymanski made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. McBride to table Mr. Bleach’s application awaiting evidence that Maryland waived 
him of the requirement.  Once received, the Board will further consider the application.   The motion 
was unanimously carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Courses for Continuing Education Approval –  
Geological Society of Washington- The Potomac Gorge: An Extraordinary Meeting Place of 
Geological and Biological Diversity – Requesting 6 pdh’s – Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded 
by Mr. McBride to deny the request as it does not pertain to the practice of Land Surveying.  The 
motion was unanimously carried.   
 
Tetra Tech, Inc. – Project Management Training Level 2- Requesting 25 pdh’s – Mr. Kennedy made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. McBride to deny the request due to the apparent linkage to their internal 
training use.  The motion carried.  Mr. Szymanski abstained.   
 
DiCarlo Precision Instrument, Inc./Topcon – 2009 Topcon Technology Roadshow – Requesting 6 
pdh’s – Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. McBride to approve for 6 pdh’s.  The motion 
was unanimously carried.   
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Delaware DNREC, FEMA, & DE Sea Grant – Advanced Training – National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP) – Requesting 4 pdh’s – Mr. McBride made a motion, seconded by Mr. Szczuka to approve for 
4 pdh’s.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
 
Maryland Society of Surveyors – Ethics for the Land Surveyor, FEMA Floodplains and the Surveyor, 
how to Keep Your Head Above Water – Contracts and Agreements – Requesting 4 pdh’s each – This 
was an individual licensee request.  The course was approved in the motion below.   
 
Maryland Society of Surveyors – FEMA, Floodplains and the Surveyor, How to Keep Your Head 
Above Water – Contracts and Agreements, How to Keep Your Head Above Water – Claims, Ethics for 
the Land Surveyor – Requesting 4 pdh’s each – Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
McBride to approve for a total of 16 pdh’s, and approve the ethics course.  The motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 
Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors – Methods to Prepare for Pennsylvania Portion of Exam Part 
1 & 2 –Requesting 7 pdh’s – This is an individual licensee request.  Mr. Szymanski made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. McBride to deny this course based on prior denial and no further evidence to shed 
positive light on said course.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors – Methods to Prepare for Pennsylvania Portion of Exam 
Unique Legal–Requesting 3.5 pdh’s – This is an individual licensee request.  Mr. Szymanski made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. McBride to deny this course based on prior denial and no further evidence to 
shed positive light on said course.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
Review of Application for Licensure by Reciprocity –  
Michael Kreiger – Mr. Kreiger is applying for licensure through reciprocity. Mr. McBride made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Szczuka to approve the applicant to take the state Jurisprudence/Drainage 
Examinations. The motion was unanimously carried.  
 
Review of Application for Licensure by Examination – Mr. Andrews is applying for licensure by 
examination.  Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. McBride to approve Mr. Andrews to 
take the examination.  The motion was unanimously carried.   
 
Complaint Assignments – None 
 
Hearings/Consent Agreements – None  

 
Closed Complaints –  
 05-01-09  John Murray  Contact Person 
Tabled in the absence of Mr. Murray 

 
Renewal 
Ms. Heinsch updated the Board that the renewal will be completed June 30, 2009.  On July 1, 2009 
licensees who have failed to renew will be sent a letter instructing them that their license is now 
lapsed and they are unable to practice land surveying.  Letters of audit will be generated and mailed 
to the licensees requesting that all materials be returned prior to the next meeting, in September, for 
Board approval.   
 
Audit - The Board discussed the percentage of licensees that would be audited.  Mr. McBride made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Szczuka to audit 100% of licensees.  The motion was unanimously carried.   
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Correspondence – None  
              
Other Business before the Board (for discussion only) 
 
Mr. Szymanski made a motion, seconded by Mr. McBride  to revise Section 15.2 of the Board’s Rules 
and Regulations by deleting the word “other”, whereas it pertains to contiguous states.  The motion 
was unanimously carried.   
 
Mr. Szczuka would like professional terminology of what determines a “hiatus” in land surveying.  Mr. 
Szymanski reported that a hiatus is the gap between the subject property and the adjoining property 
that a surveyor finds in the course of performing a boundary survey.  In layman’s terms the area is a 
piece of “no man’s land” (a gap between the two deed descriptions).  The hiatus should be shown on 
the survey plan and not filled in by the surveyor.  Mr. Schranck advised the solution is a “quiet title 
action” whereas a court would make a determination on who in fact owns the land.   
 
Mr. Szczuka would like discussion regarding quorum added to the next agenda.  Mr. Schranck 
advised that he will discuss with Ms. Reardon.   
 
NCEES Annual Meeting – August 12-15, 2009 – Mr. Sellers will contact NCEES regarding approval of 
Ms. Heinsch attendance at this meeting to assure a representative from Delaware is in attendance. 
 
Public Comment – None  
 
Next Scheduled Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on September 17, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room A, second 
floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.  A public hearing will be 
held on this date PRIOR to the meeting, with the meeting immediately following.   
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Kennedy made a motion, seconded by Mr. Szymanski to adjourn 
the meeting at 12:12 p.m. The motion was unanimously carried.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Debbie Heinsch 

 
Administrative Specialist II 
Delaware Board of Professional Land Surveyors 


