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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES: Board of Geologists 
   
MEETING DATE AND TIME: Friday, October 3, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
PLACE: 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware 
 Conference Room B, Cannon Building 
 
MINUTES APPROVED: November 14, 2008 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT    

Steven M. Smailer, President, Professional Member 
William Schenck, Vice-President, Professional Member 
Kim McKenna, Secretary, Professional Member 
Amos Aiken, Public Member 
Lorene Athey, Public Member 
Patricia Ennis, Public Member 
Stephen Williams, Professional Member 

 
DIVISION STAFF/DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

      Allison Reardon, Deputy Attorney General 
Debbie Heinsch, Administrative Specialist II 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mr. Smailer called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES  
The Board reviewed the minutes from the September 5, 2008 board meeting.  Mr. Aiken made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Schenck to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was 
unanimously carried.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Discuss Strategic Planning Goals – Revising the website will be added to the strategic planning 

goals.   
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Newsletter – Mr. Schenck reported that the newsletter is complete and ready to be sent out. 
 
Website Review – Mr. Smailer has composed a sketched flow chart for the website.  He will email 
out for the Board members to review prior to the November meeting.  Mr. Schenck has designed a 
new webpage for the exam, forms page, homepage, and new application.  He will send the 
information to Ms. Heinsch to send out prior to the next board meeting.  Mr. Schenck suggested 
posting ASBOG prices on the Division of Professional Regulation’s website.  Ms. Heinsch 
suggested that a link for the ASBOG prices be added instead.  The Board determined that to avoid 
having erroneous information on the website a link will be added instead.  Ms. Reardon reminded 
that Board that the changes must be in compliance with the Division’s standard formatting.   
 
Alan Hirschfeld – Groundwater Flow and Transport Modeling with EMS – Ms. McKenna made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Williams to approve for 24 contact hours that can be used for the 2010 
renewal since the date of the course is October, 2008.  The motion was unanimously carried.   
 
Alan Hirschfeld – Geologic Mapping – “Walkabouts in Central Pennsylvania” – Ms. McKenna 
made a motion, seconded by Mr. Aiken to approve for 16 contact hours.  The motion was 
unanimously carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS  

 
Review of Application for Licensure by Reciprocity  
 
Kevin Burns – Mr. Schenck made a motion, seconded by Ms. McKenna to table the application.  
Mr. Burns has listed on his application four jobs in Pennsylvania but there is not indication of when 
he practiced there and if it adds up to two years.  Neither referee speaks of work performed in 
Pennsylvania.  A letter will be sent for clarification of the following: The referees speak of two 
years, clarification must be made that two years equals twenty four months of work experience in 
Pennsylvania according to Delaware Code 3609.4 and additionally since he is the manager of a 
project in Delaware the Board would like to know who is the Delaware licensed Geologist 
supervising his work in Delaware.  The motion was unanimously carried.   
 
Jonathan Zimdars – Mr. Zimdars application was tabled at the February and May Board meeting, 
review pending receipt of two years demonstrated practice in Pennsylvania.  Mr. Zimdars has 
provided information that he has practiced in multiple states, but not primarily in Pennsylvania.  
The applicant has failed to document what work he has performed in Pennsylvania, this 
information must indicate certain projects and dates, etc.  The Board is in receipt of a reference 
form attesting to practice in Delaware, but this would have to have been with the supervision of a 
licensed Geologist.  Ms. Reardon advised the Board of their options of either sending another 
letter requesting 2 years of working in Pennsylvania or proposing to deny and allowing a hearing 
having the applicant come in to demonstrate that he satisfies that criteria in the statute.  Mr. 
Williams made a motion, seconded by Mr. Schenck to propose to deny licensure with the right of 
the applicant to request a hearing because the applicant has failed to provide the information 
requested on February 11, 2008 and as per 24 Delaware Code.  In addition to this the Board has 
concerns about potential unlicensed practice in the States of Connecticut, Delaware, New York, 
West Virginia, Virginia, Texas, Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin.  Ms. McKenna was opposed, the 
motion carried.  Ms. Reardon will review the letter prior to submission to the applicant.   

 
Review of Continuing Education Applications 
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A motion was made by Ms. McKenna, seconded by Mr. Aiken to approve the continuing education 
application for Alan Hirschfeld entitled Groundwater modeling using GMS software for 8 hours.  
The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. McKenna, seconded by Mr. Aiken to approve the continuing education 
application for Sonya Ward entitled Integrated site closure technology transfer summit for 16 
contact hours.  The motion was unanimously carried. 
 
The Board reviewed continuing education submitted by Alan Hirschfeld dated 2005; however it is 
outside of the renewal period and not acceptable.   
 
License Renewal  
Paul White – Mr. White completed his online renewal.  However a hold was placed due to 
previous conviction of driving under the influence.  Mr. White has completed the terms of the 
sentencing.  Mr. Smailer made a motion, seconded by Mr. Williams to allow for the renewal 
processing of Mr. White’s license as this is not on the list of crimes substantially related to the 
practice as established by the Board.  The motion was unanimously carried.   
 
Ralph Capone – Mr. Capone has not completed the required continuing education course for the 
renewal period that ended September 30, 2008.  He has enrolled in a course on October 14, 2008 
and is asking for an extension of the continuing education requirement from the previous renewal 
and acceptance of the October 14, 2008 course to be used towards his renewal of September 30, 
2008.  Mr. Smailer made a motion, seconded by Ms. McKenna to grant an extension through 
January 1, 2009 to fulfill his continuing education requirement as he has provided evidence of 
hardship.  Mr. Capone’s application will be on the February agenda for review.  The course taken 
on October 14, 2008 can not be used towards his 2010 renewal due to the extension.  Mr. 
Capone’s renewal will be flagged for an audit in the 2010 renewal to assure he does not use the 
same credits twice.  The motion was unanimously carried. If Mr. Capone has paid the renewal fee 
his licensure status will be changed to active with an expiration date of February 6, 2009.  Mr. 
Capone should complete a paper renewal and include an explanation that the Board has granted 
an extension until January 1, 2009 to complete the continuing education.  The board requested 
that the verbiage on the renewal notice say they have completed the required continuing 
education or have an extension approved by the Board (the approved extension letter must 
accompany the renewal).   
 
Alan Hirschfeld – Ms. McKenna made a motion, seconded by Ms. Athey that Mr. Hirschfeld has 
completed his continuing education for the 2008 and the 2010 period, pending completion of the 
October 2010 course.  Mr. Schenck abstained, the motion carried. 
 
Mr. Schenck requested that the future agendas make a distinction between license renewals and 
audits. Mr. Schenck would like it noted that in the Division of Professional Regulation’s 
restructuring a lot has been lost to the Board as far as expertise since each person does different 
assignments.  He further questioned if the renewal notice require that the renewal information be 
sealed.  Per the Board’s rules and regulations all audits must have a proper seal on them.  The 
audit letter sent to Mr. Hirschfeld in 2006 has the verbiage that is required.  The Board audits 10% 
of licensees.    Mr. Schenck requested that reviewing the continuing education process be added 
to the November agenda.   
 
Correspondence 
ARM Group, Inc. – A letter was submitted indicating that they are working at two landfills.  The 
letter will be placed in the file for persons that are working under another individual’s license.   
 
Board Election – No action taken  
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OTHER BUSINESS before the board (for discussion only)  
Mr. Schenck made a motion, seconded by Mr. Williams to appoint Mr. Schenck as the voting 
delegate at the ASBOG annual meeting.   
 
Mr. Scott Blaier has been reappointed to the Board.  The Board unanimously thanked Mr. Williams 
for his service to the Board. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for November 7, 2008 at 10:00 am in Conference Room B, second 
floor of the Cannon Building, 861 Silver Lake Boulevard, Dover, Delaware.   

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Ms. McKenna made a motion, seconded by Mr. Williams to 
adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried. The meeting adjourned at 11:41 a.m. 
     
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Debra K. Heinsch 
Administrative Specialist II 
DE Board of Geologists 
 


