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Minutes of the Meeting Held

January 13, 2009
The Delaware Harness Racing Commission met for a meeting at Dover Downs,
Dover, Delaware at 10:15 a.m. on Tuesday, January 13, 2009.

Commission Members Present

	Beth Steele, Chairman
	George P. Staats, Commissioner

	Robert B. Brown, Commissioner
	Kenneth Williamson, Commissioner

	Mary Ann Lambertson, Commissioner
	


Others Present

	Andrew Kerber, Deputy Attorney General
	Brian Manges, Investigator

	Charles Lockhart, VP, Horse Racing, D. Downs
	Scott Egger, Presiding Judge 

	John Hensley, Sr. Dir., Horse Racing, D. Downs
	Dr. Annie Renzetti, Chief DHRC Veterinarian

	Salvatore DiMario, Executive Director, DSOA
	Hugh J. Gallagher, Administrator of Racing

	James Boese, General Manager, HRI
	Jo-Ann Price, Paralegal

	Karen Craft, Facilities Manager, HRI
	Joseph Dugan, Owner/Trainer

	Dan Kasemeyer, Associate Judge
	Brewer Adams, Trainer/Owner

	William W. Erhart, Esq.
	


	Call to Order/Welcome
	Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order at 10:23 a.m. and welcomed those in attendance.

	Approval of Minutes


	Commissioner Brown made a Motion to approve the December 16, 2008 DRHC Minutes as written. Commissioner Lambertson seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.

	Old Business 

 Equine HV-1
Order
Rules Discussion

  Conflict of Interest
	Mr. Gallagher complimented Dr. Hirst and Bob Moore for their excellent job in handling this matter; there was no common contact between the two horses. 
The Commissioners signed the Rules Order from the last meeting.
Mr. Gallagher reported, that at the request of Commissioner Williamson, all neighboring jurisdictions were surveyed for their policies, and unlike Delaware, there’ve been very few conflicts. In those instances, they are handled on case by case basis. A discussion ensued about Delaware’s challenge to determine how close the degree of separation should be. It was also mentioned that our rules go back to 1940-1950’s. This issue will be discussed at an upcoming Rules Committee meeting. Mr. Kerber will check into the suggestion to delete the rule; such a substantial rule change may require a public hearing with the appropriate input from all concerned. Mr. DiMario commented that six degrees of separation would never be obtained, as some families have raced here for a hundred years. Mr. Lockhart agreed, but clarified it’s when then is an ownership with your parents and then drive against them that is worth looking at. 

	New Business
	None offered.

	Reports from Judges, Vets and Administrator
    Administrator

   Chief Veterinarian
Drug Testing RFP

Brewer Adams Stay Request


	The Administrator reported the EHV-1 quarantines were lifted and there were no reports or concerns for equine herpes at this time. The DDA Press Secretary should’ve already sent news releases to USTA, Horsemen and Trot World. She will also be asked to send out all Commission’s Executive Directors for distribution to horsemen’s groups in the U.S.
Dr. Annie Renzetti reported the incidents of whipping are down, the post race Lasix program is going well, as more trainers are signing up every day, and more and more urine is being collected. She started a new computer program to track how long it takes all he horses that come in the spit box to urinate. This database will help understand how some horses catch best. 

Mr. Kerber reported that there has been some activity on the RFP; it’s in its final stages, has been published as is available on the State contract website. The initial response date of the 15th was extended to the end of the month to give labs more time to respond. The decision date is the first week of March. Mr. Strug has agreed to work on a month by month basis. A letter was received from Mr. DiMario and Rebecca Kidner, all her comments were considered. 
Bill Erhart, Esq. appeared on behalf of Brewer Adams, to request the petition for a stay be considered. Mr. Kerber stated as to Rule 10.2.9.6, a notice of the appeal may be accompanied with a request for a stay. The Commission did receive a letter from Howard Taylor, Esq., who has filed a pro hac vice. Mr. Erhart has asked that be considered to satisfy a written request. The Chairman may deny or admit the request. The Chairman will 
reserve judgment and advise Mr. Erhart. 

	Public Comment
	None offered.

	Adjournment to Executive Session


	At 11:09 a.m., Commissioner Williamson moved to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss personnel issues, Commissioner         Lambertson seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.

	Upcoming Events

  DHRC Regular Meeting 

  Rules Committee 
	02/10/09 – 10:15 am, Dover Downs; Silver Lake Room
02/17/09 - 10:15 a.m. DDA, Secretary’s Conference Room

	Adjournment


	At 12:39 p.m., having no further business, Commissioner Staats moved to adjourn, Commissioner Lambertson seconded, and the Motion passed unanimously.
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